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UMAR programs provide ways for retirees to continue learning in a
social environment.  The chair of the Program Committee plans

the programs with suggestions from the Executive Committee and
other UMAR members. Often the programs are academic in nature,
garnering expertise from U of M faculty and staff.  Sometimes the
programs aim outside the University for enrichment and entertainment.

This year’s Program Chair, Les Pourciau, began the year’s
program series in February by bringing experts outside the University
to the U of M  for an afternoon of learning in a very specialized area.
The program took place on February 27 at 2 p.m in the Faulkner
Lounge on the third floor of the University Center.  Pourciau, who has
a personal interest in clocks, invited members of the Memphis-based
King Cotton #48 chapter of the National Association of Watch and
Clock Collectors, of which he is also a member. The program began
with a slide show of some of his own collection of clocks.

UMAR members were encouraged to bring old clocks to the
meeting to be assessed by members of the Watch and Clock Collectors
chapter.  Many UMAR members and their guests brought clocks and
watches for display and evaluation and enjoyed looking at the various
types of clocks and learning about them from the assembled panel of
clock and watch experts.

The Program Chair also plans the annual spring and fall “Coffee
& Conversation” events. The spring “Coffee & Conversation,” on
March 29 in the Alumni Center, featured Dr. Arch Johnston, Director
of the U of M Center for Earthquake Research and Information
(CERI). Dr. Johnston discussed the seismic conditions which precipi-
tated both the Indian Ocean Tsunamis in December and the quake
centered in Arkansas early this year.

The next program will be April 22 at 7 p.m. in Manning Hall. It
will be a lecture about Peyote Culture in honor of Charles McNutt.
More information about this program will be mailed to UMAR
members soon.

“Ever growing, ever learning” motto seen
in UMAR programming for retirees

Douglas Mayo recipient of
the 2004 Traces Award

UMAR presented the Traces Award for 2004
to Dr. Douglas G. Mayo at the Holiday
Luncheon on December 14. Dr. Lester J.
Pourciau, chair of the Selection Committee,
presented the award with a tribute expressed
in the nominating letter.

Doug Mayo has a long association with
the University of Memphis, graduating in
1938 when it was called the West Tennessee
State Normal School. He graduated from Ohio
State University in 1949 with a Ph.D. in
Psychology. Until 1974 he worked for various
Naval training offices and, in January of 1974,
was appointed as Director of the Center for
Instructional Service and Research at Mem-
phis State University.  It is important to note
that the CISR did not exist before Dr. Mayo’s
appointment and it was essentially his
creation.

 It was Doug Mayo who led the effort to
create and to establish the Heritage Room at
the University of Memphis with a generous
endowment.  He toiled unceasingly on this
project even though he had retired in 1979. It
is largely to his credit that the Heritage Room
is now established and a genuinely important
addition to the University.

Dr. Mayo continues to “toil in the traces”
even though he graduated from the U of M 66
years ago. It is quite evident that his continued
support for the University reflects his love for
it even though he is retired.
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The Holiday Party last December was
at the Wilson Holiday Inn on campus.
Bill Crump, President, welcomed
those who attended, introduced guests
and presided over a brief business
session.

Left: Frank Dyer and Bob Yates were
in the holiday mood.
Right: Retiree and attorney Virginia
Tvedt entertained after lunch by
reading a “legal” version of The Night
Before Christmas.

Dr. G. Douglas Mayo and Mrs.
Mildred H. Mayo, the University of
Memphis Foundation, and the
University of Memphis have agreed
to a modification and amendment to
the Heritage Room Endowment
funded by the Mayos.  The name of
the fund is now changed to the G.
Douglas Mayo and Mildred H. Mayo
Heritage Room Endowment. Essen-
tially, the basic alteration of the
agreement allows for up to $5,000 of
the funds over and above the initial
account balance to be made available
for use each year as scholarship/
fellowship awards.

The Curator of Special Collec-
tions of the University Libraries will
solicit nominations for the fellowship
awards  and candidates shall demon-
strate a special interest in the history
of The University of Memphis.
Recipients shall be selected by a
committee chaired by the Curator of
Special Collections of the University
Libraries.  This amendment is being
routed to the offices of the President
and the Deans for their approval.

Heritage Room
Endowment  establishes
fellowship award
By Lester J. Pourciau

UMAR Breakfast Club
Some of us remember when the
Breakfast Club was a radio program.
Well, UMAR has it’s own Breakfast
Club, but the only people who can tune
in are the ones who are there.

If you show up around 9:00 a.m.
the first Tuesday of the month at
Shoney’s on the corner of Summer
Avenue and Sycamore View, you will
see people you know.  And those
people will be glad to see you. (Of
course, they still expect you to pay for
your own meal.)

UMAR plans to activate
its scholarship fund

Although the amount in the UMAR
Memorial Scholarship Fund is
growing, it is still far less than the
$30,000  required to maintain a
scholarship account. However, the
Executive Committee decided the
fund would allow UMAR to begin
awarding its first scholarship this
fall. The scholarship has a value of
$1,000.

The scholarship recipient needs
to be a full-time undergraduate
student who has completed at least
two years at the University with a
cumulative grade point average of at
least 3.5. Priority will be given to
dependents of UMAR members or
current University of Memphis
faculty and staff.

Your financial support is needed
to make this award an ongoing
reality for deserving students. Dona-
tions to the Memorial Scholarship
may be made through the U of M
Foundation. Please designate the
intent of your donation on your
check. If you wish to designate the
gift as a memorial, please provide
the name and address where you
would like to have an acknowledge-
ment sent.

Les Pourciau was interviewed and
recorded on Monday, January 10, by
Father Donald Mowery who for more
than thirty years has had a radio
program on WHBQ 56 A.M.  Les
believed that the interview would be
only about the Heritage Room but, as it
evolved, Father Mowery asked Les a
variety of questions about his tenure as
Director of Libraries from 1970 to
1999, about his educational back-
ground and his geographical origins.
He even asked Les to give his rendi-
tion of The Cajun Nite Before Christ-
mas.  In all, however, the primary
focus of the experience was the
Heritage Room.

Speaking of radio...
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Please send news about your current activities and interests to share
with Association members. Include your name, former U of M
department, address, phone, e-mail address, and, if you wish, a
photo to Janell Rudolph, UMAR News Editor, 8952 E. Glendale
Ct., Cordova, TN 38018.  Send e-mail to nrudolph@memphis.edu.
Letters may be edited to fit the space limitations.

People who know us — Edward (Chip) and Eunice Ordman, both
retired faculty from Math Sciences — will recall that she retired

before I did. At 77 and a half, she muttered something about never
having been tromping in the Himalayas. This was not the time to say
“Let’s wait seven years until I retire,” so I retired and we went to
Bhutan, only one of the strange adventures Eunice has found for us.
Our travel is not quite conventional; much is in trips organized by or
for charities. We much prefer meeting people, and seeing how they
live, to looking at mountains and buildings (although some of that sort
of sightseeing happens too).

We are active in SERVAS, which encourages peace through home
visits in other countries. We’ve stayed as house guests in numerous
countries and have occasional two-day house guests here in Memphis,
which is a wonderful and inexpensive way to learn about attitudes of
people from other countries. We’ve traveled with Global Volunteers,
teaching English for two weeks at a children’s camp in eastern Poland
and also at a university in Xian, China. (The Global Volunteers trips
can be tax deductible.) With Elderhostel, we’ve spent a week each at
three teacher’s colleges in the Ukraine.

We also travel on trips which charities organize to pay for their
own staff to travel and to allow donors to see what they are doing in
other countries. With FINCA (the Foundation for International
Community Assistance, which does microlending for women), we’ve
visited Indian villages above Quito, Ecuador. We have visited Cuba
with a group from the Brooks Museum. And with American Jewish
World Service, we’ve visited economic development projects near
Angkor Wat in Cambodia and been to northern Thailand to visit people
doing medical and educational work with minority tribes in the jungles
of Burma. In April 2005 we are visiting Bolivia and Peru with a group
from Freedom From Hunger.

Pictures and some stories of our adventures are on our web site,
http://www.ordman.net.

Editor’s note: The photo above shows Chip and Eunice in Thai-
land, which they visited in February 2005 with American Jewish World
Service. It is one of many that can be viewed from their web site and
was used with Chip’s permission. Articles about their travels written by
Chip have been published in The Hebrew Watchman and the Christian
Science Monitor.

By Edward Ordman

Retirement
brings some not
so common
forms of  travel
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Everlena Smith

UMAR is hosting a picnic for members and
guests on Sunday, May 15, at 3:00 p.m. at the
home of Dr. and Mrs. Frank Dyer. Their
home is located at 2546 South Germantown
Road (between Poplar Pike and Stout Roads
). President Shirley Raines is helping host the
party and will invite all the ’04-05 University
of Memphis retirees. We hope the new
retirees will become the newest members of
UMAR.

The cost of the picnic is $8.00 for
individuals or $15.00 for couples. The
Germantown Commissary will cater the
barbeque dinner at the Dyer home. Reserva-
tions can be made with Everlena Smith at
678-4376. We must have your check by May
10 in order to give the caterer the meal count.

UMAR in May:
a no-contest
barbeque
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It’s not too late to renew your UMAR
membership, but know that member-
ship fees were increased by the
Executive Committee in January.
Annual membership dues now are
$25 for individuals. Single Life
membership is $100 (one-time
payment) or $150 for joint (one-time
payment, includes spouse) Life
membership.

Act now. You don’t want to lose
your membership privileges:
• Get invitations to all UMAR

functions
• Get notice of  UMAR’s special

programs
• Receive the UMAR newsletter
• Get recognition in the U of M

telephone directory
• Grow and learn with U of M friends

and  associates
If you have not received a member-
ship application, contact the UMAR
office in the U of M Advancement
Office or call Frank Dyer, Member-
ship Committee Chair, at 758-2884.

A couple from Minneapolis decided to go to Florida to thaw out during one
particularly icy winter. They planned to stay at the same hotel where they
spent their honeymoon 20 years earlier. Because of their hectic schedules, it
was difficult to coordinate their travel.

So, the husband left Minneapolis and flew to Florida on Thursday, with
his wife planning to fly down the following day. The husband checked into
the hotel. There was a computer in his room, so he decided to send an e-
mail to his wife. However, he accidently left out one letter in her e-mail
address, and without realizing his error, he sent the e-mail.

Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had just returned home
from her husband’s funeral. He was a minister for many years, and had died
very suddenly. The widow decided to check her e-mail, expecting messages
of condolence from relatives and friends. After reading the first message
she fainted. The widow’s son rushed into the room, found his mother on the
floor, and saw the computer screen which read:

To: My loving wife
Subject: Arrival
I know you’re surprised to hear from me. They have computers here now,
and you are allowed to send e-mails to your loved ones. I’ve just arrived
and have been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for your
arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you then. Hope your journey is
as uneventful as mine was.
P.S.:  Sure is hot down here.

On the light side.... UMAR membership


