


The Mid-South Conference on Communicative Disorders is presented annually by The University of Memphis Chapter of the National
Student Speech Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA). Our conference is designed to provide professionals and students with
educational experiences in current research, theories, and clinical techniques in audiology and speech-language pathology. Our
hope is that all attendees will benefit from the diverse presentations on assessment and treatment of individuals with communica-
tive disorders. This year, we are offering three extended short courses; two in audiology and one in speech-language pathology.
Exhibitors from all over the country  will be showcasing their products and services. Posters will be displayed on Friday, February 27.
Proceeds from the Silent Auction will be donated to the  Pediatric  Hearing Aid Bank which was established at Memphis Speech and
Hearing Center in Fall 2008. This Bank will  provide hearing aids for newly identified  hearing impaired infants and children. This will
allow immediate access to sound, providing benefit for those who face delays in coverage for their own permanent hearing aids.  You
will also have the opportunity to sign letters to your Congressmen and Senators advocating support for current issues in our
professions. Tours of The University of Memphis School of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology will be provided for those who
wish to participate. We are especially proud to welcome Dr. Joel Kahane as our Keynote Luncheon Speaker.  He will be speaking about
our role and purpose as speech-language pathologists and audiologists.
The brochure cover is inspired by a well known landmark on Beale Street in downtown Memphis. The cover art  is by John Swearengen,
Head of the Audiology and Speech Pathology Library at The University of Memphis.
A new facility to house the School of Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology at The University of Memphis is on the horizon.  The new
facility will be located on the Park Avenue Campus of the University and will also house the Loewenberg School of Nursing.  As the
planning and design phases are completed, we anticipate moving forward and constructing a state-of-the-art facility for the commu-
nity and clients, our students, and our faculty!
Also on the horizon for the School of Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology is The Webster Institute.  Made possible by generous
donations from the friends and family of Elizabeth J. “Betty” Webster, The Webster Institute will provide continued learning for the
School’s faculty and the professional community in counseling and supervision.  Please mark your calendars today for Friday
afternoon, July 17th, 2009 and join your colleagues at The University of Memphis Holiday Inn for a phenomenal presentation by Dr.
Audrey L. Holland, our first Elizabeth J. Webster Visiting Scholar.
We invite you to help us in celebrating this 39th year of the Mid-South Conference on Communicative Disorders!
2009 Program Coordinators
Sara Davis and Margaret McMullen

39th Annual Mid-South Conference on Communicative Disorders

Karen Markuson Ditty has been working as a Pediatric Audiologist for 28 years. She is an Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
(EHDI) technical advisor for the National Center for Hearing Assessment and Management (NCHAM).  She is the former Director of
Audiology and Speech Pathology at the Woman’s Hospital in Baton Rouge, LA, where she initiated Universal Hearing Screening with
a birth census of approximately 7,000 infants in 1996.  She was instrumental in the passage of the Universal Hearing Screening Law
in Louisiana. Ditty received her Doctorate in Audiology from the University of Florida.

Short Course Presenters

Dr. Joel Kahane
Our Role-Our Purpose:

As speech pathologists and audiologists, our jobs challenge our academic skills and clinical acumen, as they should- for we are
trained to change people’s lives. However, in the course of professional practice, the technical aspects of our job give way to a broad
and rich legacy of experiences. In this presentation, I would like to share how my job has become elevated from one of doing, to one
of giving and receiving. Your choice of a career is a good one. Whether it becomes a great choice depends on you and  the chances you
are willing to take and the experiences in which you are willing to become partners.                                                            ASHA 0.1, AAA 0.1

Dr. Joel Kahane is a Professor in the School of Audiology and Speech-Language  Pathology, joining The University of Memphis faculty
34 years ago.  Dr. Kahane is also Clinical Associate Professor of Otolaryngology and Head-Neck Surgery at the University of
Tennessee Health Sciences Center and is involved in Craniofacial Clinics and Head-Neck Cancer programs in the Mid-South region.
He  practices in an otolaryngology clinic where he is involved in the care of persons with organically based speech deficits, and
disorders of the upper airway and larynx.   Dr. Kahane is a Fellow of ASHA.  He has received several honors among which are two
Editors’ Awards from the Journal of Speech-Language and Hearing Research and the Distinguished Teaching Award from The Univer-
sity of Memphis. In addition to his commitments to teaching and research, Dr. Kahane is dedicated to encouraging clinicians to
develop a strong commitment for applying both science and compassion in their clinical practice.

Caryn Easterling is an Assistant Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  She has an appointment as a Research
Scientist at the Veterans Administration Medical Center and is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Neurology, and Pediatric
Gastroenterology and Nutrition at the Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, WI.   She serves as Treasurer of the Board for
Specialty Recognition in Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders, she served as a member of Specialty Division 13 Steering Committee
and was Topic Coordinator for Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders for the 2006 ASHA Convention in Miami, Florida.

Keynote Luncheon



Richard E. Gans received his Ph.D. from The Ohio State University. Since then, he has been a prolific researcher and educator in the specialty
of vestibular testing and treatments. He has developed several tests of balance function and dynamic visual acuity as well a repositioning
treatment for BPPV, all of which are used worldwide. He is the author of numerous textbook chapters, articles and is the author of Vestibular
Rehabilitation: Protocols and Programs. He is a past president of the American Academy of Audiology (2004-05) and is presently the Chair
of the Academy’s Political Action Committee and a representative to the AMA’s reimbursement committee.

Tommie L. Robinson, Jr., is Director of the Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders in the Children’s Hearing and Speech
Center at Children’s Hospital in Washington, D.C. and is an Associate Professor of pediatrics at The George Washington University
School of Medicine and Health Sciences.  He specializes in communication disorders in children, with a specific focus on children
who stutter.  Dr. Robinson’s research and writings have focused on normal fluency behaviors in children and adults as well as service
delivery to children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Mary J. Sandage earned her masters degree at The University of Iowa and has spent the last 16 years specializing in disorders of voice
and the upper airway, first at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and now at Auburn University.  Ms. Sandage has had the privilege
of training under the direction of Kittie Verdolini Abbott, Diane Bless, Charles Ford, and Janet Alcorn.  Ms. Sandage is also a member
of the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) and is presently working on a Ph.D. in Kinesiology at Auburn University
while serving as the coordinator for ASHA Special Interest Division 3, Voice Disorders.

Geoff Plant is a Rehabilitation Specialist working with MED-EL, and the Hearing  Rehabilitation Foundation.  Over the past 40 years,
he has worked with children and adults with hearing loss in Australia, Sweden, and the United States.  His work related interests
include: Development of testing and training materials for children and adults with cochlear implants; Music perception by children
and adults with cochlear implants and the development of appropriate music testing and training materials; Perception and
production of tone by children and adults with cochlear implants; and Perception and production of high frequency consonants by
children and adults with cochlear implants.

Ida J. Stockman is  Professor Emerita at Michigan State University.  Her publications focus on African American children’s language
and the use of least-biased assessments.  Dr. Stockman is an  MSU Distinguished Faculty awardee,  ASHA  Fellow and  2006 ASHA
Honors recipient.

Walter H.  Manning is a Professor and Associate Dean in the School of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology at The University of
Memphis. He has published more than 80 articles in a variety of professional journals and has presented to regional, national, and
international associations. Since 1997, he has served as Associate Editor for The Journal of Fluency Disorders. He is a fellow of ASHA, a Board
Recognized Specialist in Fluency Disorders, and has received the honors of the Tennessee Association of Audiologists  and Speech-Language
Pathologists. He is currently preparing the third edition of his text Clinical Decision Making in Fluency Disorders  to be published in March,
2009 by Cengage Learning.

William F. Katz is a Professor at The University of Texas at Dallas, Callier Center for Communication Disorders. His research interests
include speech production and perception, cognitive mechanisms underlying speech and language processing, brain models of
language representation, and aphasia and apraxia rehabilitation. He has authored and co-authored many articles in the field of
neurolinguistics and psycholinguistics. He is currently conducting research (funded by the Department of Veterans Affairs,
Rehabilitation Research and Development Service) into the remediation of adult apraxia of speech using visual biofeedback.

Robert M. Traynor is the CEO and a practicing audiologist at Audiology Associates, Inc., in Greeley and Johnstown, Colorado with particular
emphasis in amplification and operative monitoring. He currently serves as Senior International Audiology Consultant to Bernafon A/G,
Bern, Switzerland and Consulting Audiologist to Otologics, LLC, Boulder, CO., makers of the Carina fully implantable Middle Ear Hearing
Device.  Dr. Traynor serves as an Affiliate Professor at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, the University of Colorado, and the
University of Northern Colorado. He has lectured on most aspects of the field of Audiology in over 40 countries including the United States.

Lincoln Gray is  Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders at James Madison University.  He has a Ph.D. in Neuroscience
and Zoology from Michigan State University and an academic interest in the roles of experience in perceptual development.  He has
enjoyed 25 years of NIH RO1 support to study the development of hearing in both children and chickens.  He has been voted “best
basic science teacher” by a medical school class of over 200 students.

Greg Flamme is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology at Western Michigan University.  He
earned his Masters and Doctoral degrees in Audiology at The University of Memphis and completed postdoctoral work in Epidemi-
ology and Biostatistics at The University of Iowa.  His research focuses on hearing loss as a public health problem, with emphasis
on the epidemiology and prevention of mild hearing impairment, and rehabilitation options for people with this disorder.

Alan G. Kamhi is a Professor in the Department of Communicative Sciences and Disorders at  The University of North Carolina-Greensboro.
His early research focused on linguistic and cognitive abilities of children with specific language impairments (SLI) and mental handicaps.
Later research focused on language-learning disabilities, culminating in a book co-edited with Hugh Catts, on language and reading
disabilities.  Other recent books include one on phonological disorders, co-edited with Karen Pollock, and one on clinical decision making
in developmental language disorders, co-edited with Julie Masterson and Kenn Apel.
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     Thursday

Thursday Short Courses and Mini Seminars:

Short Course 1

    Vulnerable Listeners are Abnormally Distracted by Unpredictable Backgrounds and Details                         8:30-10:30  Tennessee B
Lincoln Gray, Ph.D. ,  James Madison University
Children with ADHD are normal in quiet but become impulsive when listening under conditions of intermediate unpredictability, and
we all become distracted under very unpredictable conditions.  Children with dyslexia are distracted by acoustic details, missing
the “forest for the trees.”   Early traumas can cause similar effects in both children and chickens.          (I) ASHA 0.20,
AAA 0.20

Extended Short Course 2

Business Planning and Marketing to the Baby Boomer Generation for Audiologists                                          8:00-12:00* Tennessee C
Robert M. Traynor, Ed.D., MBA, Audiology Associates, Inc.,  Johnstown, Colorado
Audiology private practice is often the dream of young doctoral level audiologists entering the profession.  This presentation
discusses the realities and myths of audiology private practice. A discussion of  pre- and formal business planning  is presented
along with a discussion of each of the specific components of a formal business plan, including the executive summary, mission
statement, practice overview, market assessment, competition analysis, personnel/human resource needs, operational plan and
financial analysis.
A second component of the presentation is how to market  the practice to a changing group of consumers,  the “Baby Boomer”
population. A checklist of 10 specific changes that can be made in market offerings to this group are discussed.  Finally, the
presentation will offer experiences utilizing various types of media in branding an audiology practice with various market offer-
ings.     *includes a 30-minute break.                                                                                                                                  (I) ASHA 0.35,  AAA 0.35

Short Course 3

Language Assessment and Intervention Strategies for African American Preschoolers                             8:00 - 12:00* Southeast A-B
Ida J. Stockman, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Professor Emerita, Michigan State University
This workshop will highlight the challenges and strategies for assessing and treating the oral language of African American
preschoolers. A compendium of assessment strategies will be given. It will include norm-referenced test use in concert with oral
language sampling and other assessment models and provide a framework for cross-cultural intervention practices. (I) ASHA 0.35
*includes a 30-minute break.

Extended Short Course 4

Goals and Principles of Therapeutic Success for People Who Stutter                                                                 8:30-10:30 Tennessee D-E
Walter H. Manning, Ph.D., Professor and Associate Dean,  The University of Memphis
To alter the well-documented avoidance of speakers who stutter by SLPs, the presentation will provide attendees with specific goals
and principles for making clinical decisions. Topics include evidence-based practice, medical and common factors models of
therapeutic change, the development of expertise, and making clinical decisions based on principles and rules.           (I) ASHA 0.2

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. SILENT AUCTION Director’s Row 5

Wednesday
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. REGISTRATION Lobby Annex

Mini Seminar 1

Ethical Use of Images in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology                                                                      8:30-10:00 Southeast C
Alice Kahn, Ph.D.,  Miami University, Oxford, OH
Health care professionals are usually familiar with basic ethics of written research. Ethical guidelines for use of images are less
well known, but equally important. This presentation addresses ethical and legal use of photography in research publications and
clinical practice. Ethical dilemmas will be provided for participants’ discussion.                                                       (I) ASHA 0.15, AAA 0.15

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. EXHIBITS Tennessee Grand Foyer and Southeast Foyer

7:30 a.m. COFFEE & PASTRIES Tennessee Grand Foyer and Southeast Foyer

7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. REGISTRATION Lobby Annex
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39th Mid-South Conference on Communicative Disorders
February 26-27, 2009       Registration Form

COMPLETE THIS ENTIRE FORM (TYPE OR PRINT) (ONE PER PERSON)

If you received a brochure or postcard, please list the 3 or 4 digit ID number on the mailing label__________________________
____Please keep my ASHA number on file for future reference.  My ASHA number is ___________________________________

Last Name_______________ First Name_______________ Middle Initial_______ Maiden/Other Name___________Title _____
Address _______________________________________________  City/State/Zip __________________________________
_____This is a change of address.
E-mail Address*_____________________________ Telephone___________________Fax _____________________________
*Do you wish to receive E-mail information about other area conferences?   _____Yes         _____No
Are you a University of Memphis Alumnus?   _____Yes       _____No

Place of Employment or University (for badge purposes)__________________________________________________________

Professional: Primary Area of Practice (for handout preparation):
_____Audiologist               _____Speech Language Pathologist      _____Other

Student:  (check all that apply):   _____Undergraduate         _____Graduate/Doctoral           _____SLP             _____AUD

 Postmarked by  February 12, 2009 Postmarked after February 12, 2009
Registration Fees:    Early Reg. One Day Early Reg.  Both Days One Day Both Days
Professionals:    $100.00  $140.00   $125.00   $165.00
Full-time Student:    $40.00   $ 40.00   $  40.00                 $  40.00
*Student Group(4 or more): $30.00 (each)  $  30.00 (each)   $  30.00 (each)     $  30.00 (each)

Day(s) Attending:  _____Thursday          _____Friday         _____Both Days

Registration Fee $__________ (Student or Professional)

Awards Luncheon:  Thursday $__________ ($13.00)

Keynote Luncheon:  Friday $__________ ($15.00)

Total Amount $__________

Method of Payment:  _____Check enclosed          _____Purchase Order  # ____________________
____Please send me an E-mail Confirmation.

Please make checks payable to the NSSLHA Mid-South Conference and return this form to:
Kasey Woody, Mid-South Conference, 807 Jefferson Avenue, Memphis, TN 38105.
Student Groups or Purchase Order Groups: must send registration materials together.  Each group member will need to complete
a separate registration form.  If paying by purchase order, please include a list of attendees covered by payment.

A receipt and nametag will be mailed to you.  To avoid delays at the conference, please be sure your payment amount is accurate.
Please bring your nametag with you to the conference.

If you need special arrangements, please contact Kasey Woody by February 12, 2009.

Is this your first time attending the Mid-South Conference?   _____Yes           _____No

CANCELLATION POLICY:  A full refund will be available before February 12, 2009 by making a request in writing to NSSLHA either
by mail, fax, or e-mail.  After that date a refund minus $25 will be given with notice of cancellation.  No refunds will be available
after February 25, 2009.  Refund requests made via answering machine will not be acknowledged.  All refund payments will be
made after the conference.

If you have any questions, please call Kasey Woody at (901)678-5800, e-mail ausp_nsslha@memphis.edu with “Kasey Woody” as
the subject heading, or FAX (901)525-1282.


