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Anthropology is the study of people, including their biological and cultural origins, and their beliefs, customs, languages, social relationships, and values.  Anthropologists explore prehistoric, historic, and contemporary peoples around the world. The discipline offers insights into comparative ways of life, as well as strategies for improving the quality of life in diverse communities and in global context.

How does training in Anthropology benefit you?

Anthropological training helps students gain skills in human relations, inter-cultural and cross-cultural communications, critical thinking, writing and analysis.  It is an excellent field to prepare you for jobs that involve people skills and that require an understanding of cultural differences as well as group, system, and institutional dynamics. In addition, students develop skills in problem-solving, planning and outreach for groups and organizations.

Anthropology at The University of Memphis is especially recognized for its program in applied anthropology, including the subfields of urban and medical anthropology, as well as museum studies.

Majors in other fields will also find the Anthropology minor a profitable addition to their course of study.

Graduates of our program can be found in business, education, independent foundations, medical facilities, social agencies, or government agencies that involve international or cross-cultural relations.


Career Planning & Resources:

http://sfaa.net

http://aaanet.org

http://anthropology.berkeley.edu/programs/undergraduate/whatcanyoudo.php
http://uc.iupui.edu/uploadedFiles/Major_Career_Connections/anthr.pdf

http://anthropology.nku.edu/index.php/careers-in-anthropology
http://www.webring.org/hub?ring=archonnet
 ANTHROPOLOGY
SAMPLE FOUR-YEAR PLAN

Freshman Year

ENGL
1010



3


ENGL 1020


           
3

GE MATH



3-4


BA Math/Nat. Science w/lab
           
3-4

ANTH 1100



3


ANTH 1200


           
3

BA Foreign Lang. 2010 

3


BA Foreign Lang. 2020
          
3

Elective



3


GE Humanities/Fine Arts
           
3

Semester Totals

       15-16 hrs.





            15-16 hrs.

Sophomore Year

ENGL 2201 or 2202


3


GE History



3

ANTH 3200



3


Elective
 


3 

Elective



3 


GE Humanities/Fine Arts

3

GE Nat. Science w/lab 

4


GE Nat. Science w/lab 

4

GE History



3


UD Elective 



3

Semester Totals

         16 hrs. 






     16 hrs.

Junior Year

ANTH elective 


3


ANTH 4065



3

COMM 2381



3  


UD ANTH 



3

BA Social Science- not ANTH
3


UD Elective



3

UD Elective



3


BA Fine Arts 



3

UD ANTH 

    

3


Elective



3

Semester Totals
                    15 hrs.





                 15 hrs.

Senior Year

UD ANTH 



3


UD ANTH



3

BA UD Humanities


3


UD ANTH



3

UD Elective



3


UD Elective



3

Elective



3


UD Elective



3

Elective



3

             Elective



1

Semester Totals

       15 hrs.






        13 hrs.  

GE = General Education Requirements
BA = Bachelor of Arts college requirements       UD = Upper division

Foreign Language Requirement – See the Undergraduate Catalog: http://www.memphis.edu/ugcatalog

Degree hours = 120



42 Upper Division hours required for graduation


No more than 42 hours in one subject area can be counted toward a degree.

No more than 2 hours of physical education courses may be counted toward a degree.

Residence – 30 of the last 60 hours must be taken at University of Memphis; at least 60 hours must be at a four-year institution; transfer students must earn at least 6 hours of a major at UM and at least 3 hours of a minor at UM
ANTHROPOLOGY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ANTH 1100. Biological Anthropology.  Evolutionary basis of human origins and contemporary biocultural variation.
ANTH 1200. Cultural Anthropology.  Origin and development of human culture.
ANTH 2301. Fundamentals of Archaeology.  Hands-on experience in archaeological methods; survey of past civilizations; critical evaluation of how modern archaeological methods and theories are applied.

ANTH 3111. Human Paleontology.  Hominid fossil record starting with primate developments.
ANTH 3200. Peoples and Cultures of the World.  Major ethnographic areas and selected cultures of the world. 
ANTH 3232. Cultural Heritage of Latin America.  Peoples and cultures of South America and Mesoamerica. 
ANTH 3242. Peoples of Africa.  Description and distribution of peoples and cultures of Africa.
ANTH 3282. Cultural History of American Communities.  Cultural historic interpretation of formation, development and transformation of diverse community life patterns in America.
ANTH 3300. The Ascent to Civilization.  Interdisciplinary integrative examination of nature of civilization through investigation of origins of civilization and comparative study of world’s earliest civilizations. 
ANTH 3511. Culture, Kin and Family.  Changing structure of family in Western and non-Western societies. 
ANTH 4010. Anthropological Methods of Field Research. Qualitative and quantitative methods of anthropological research.
ANTH 4051. Anthropology and Education.  Advanced study of cultural transmission process. 
ANTH 4065. Contemporary Anthropological Theory.  Contemporary growth of theories and methods in anthropology. 
ANTH 4111. Human Adaptations.  Physical and cultural adaptations of humans in an evolutionary and ecological context. 
ANTH 4120. Africa’s New World Communities.  Survey of African American cultures in the New World. 
ANTH 4220. Cultural Perspectives on the Environment.  Role of culture in the use and management of natural resources. 
ANTH 4251. Psychological Anthropology.  Examines the relationship between culture and personality. 
ANTH 4253. Anthropology of Religion.  Religious systems and their functional relationships to other cultural institutions. 
ANTH 4270 - Ancient Human Soc/Envir Chng Examination of past people and their environments.
ANTH 4301. Archaeology of North America.  Study of various prehistoric cultures from earliest times until historic contact. 
ANTH 4302. Native Peoples of North America.  Study of prehistoric cultures from earliest times until historic contact. 
ANTH 4325. Archaeological Field and Laboratory Techniques. Instruction in field excavation, specimen preparation, use of survey instruments and photography, map making, archaeological record keeping. 
ANTH 4336. Native Peoples of the Southeastern United States.  Ethnology of Southeast; intensive study of various Native American cultures in the Southeast during the post-contact period. 
ANTH 4350 - Archaeology of Collapse Emphasis on archaeology of regional politics and archaic states throughout the world. 
ANTH 4352. Old World Archaeology.  Old World cultures from first humans to early civilizations. 
ANTH 4411. Urban Anthropology.  Anthropological studies of pre-industrial and industrial cities. 
ANTH 4412. Neighborhood Development and Social Entrepreneurship.  Role of various institutions and their relationship to developmental needs of city neighborhoods. 
ANTH 4413. Anthropology of Tourism.  Advanced study of developing field of tourism in anthropology. 
ANTH 4414. Culture and Transnational Processes.  Advanced study of changes in culture and economic systems. 
ANTH 4415 - Anthropology and Human Rights.  Anthropological approaches to critical human rights issues.

ANTH 4416 - Culture/Identity/Power.  Anthropological approaches to human identity in cross-cultural contexts.

ANTH 4420. American Folklore.  Selected genres of American folklore. 
ANTH 4431 - Culture and Consumerism Advanced study of consumption from an anthropological perspective.

ANTH 4511. Medical Anthropology.  Analysis of bio-behavioral components of infectious, nutritional, genetic, chronic and psychiatric diseases; individual and cultural reactions to medical care, professionals and health care delivery systems. 
ANTH 4512. Complementary and Alternative Medicine.  Complementary/alternative medicine practiced around the world.
ANTH 4510 - Health/Culture/Environ Justice.  Creation of health inequalities through socio-cultural forces that shape differential exposure to environmental hazards.

ANTH 4531. Alcohol, Drugs and Culture.  Cross-cultural comparison of beliefs, rituals, meaning of substance use and abuse. 
ANTH 4541. Nutritional Anthropology.  Cross-cultural comparison of human diet. 
ANTH 4551. Culture, Sex and Childbirth.  Biological, environmental, social and cultural factors influencing reproduction. 
ANTH 4571 - Race and Health Disparities. History of scientific racism and race in the public and healthcare spheres.
ANTH 4660. Museum Collections.  Theory, methods, of museum collections. 
ANTH 4661. Collections Research.  Museum collections research methods and application. 
ANTH 4662. Museum Exhibitions  Methods and theory of research, design, layout, object selection and handling. 
ANTH 4680 - Applied Archaeology/Museums Representations of cultural heritage in a broad array of public venues.

ANTH 4840. Israel: Antiquity in Modernity.  Relationship between ancient traditions and modern issues in Israel. 
ANTH 4841. Biblical Archaeology.  Relationship between historical texts in Hebrew Bible and historical evidence from archaeological research in Israel and surrounding area. 
ANTH 4880. Social Life of Things.  Advanced study of material culture that examines ways in which things people make, acquire, use and discard can inform understandings of society and culture.
ANTHROPOLOGY

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

A. University General Education Program (41 hours) 
See the Undergraduate Catalog for the University General Education Program requirements. 
B. College and Degree (B.A.) Requirements (18-19 hours) 
The College and Bachelor of Arts requirements are in addition to the University General Education Program requirements and are listed in the Undergraduate Catalog. 
C. The Major (30 hours) 
Completion of 30 semester hours in anthropology courses including ANTH 1100, 1200, 3200, 4065; and 18 additional semester hours, at least 6 of which must be at the 4000 level. 
D. Electives 
Electives may be chosen to bring the total number of hours to 120. 
E. Honors Program 
The Department of Anthropology offers an honors program in anthropology to the superior anthropology student who desires a more intensive approach to and knowledge of the discipline, a deeper understanding of research skills, and an opportunity for original criticism and analysis. To be eligible a student must (a) have the approval of the Departmental Honors Committee, (b) be an anthropology major, (c) have attained at least junior standing, (d) have completed successfully ANTH 1100, 1200, and one upper-division anthropology course, (e) maintained a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.00 in overall studies, (f) maintained a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.25 in anthropology, (g) completion of four honors courses in anthropology (at least one of which must be an independent study culminating in a research paper/thesis or research report) and a minimum of six hours in honors courses outside anthropology. Details of the program are available at the Department of Anthropology office. 

Anthropology Minor 
Completion of 18 semester hours in anthropology courses, including ANTH 1100, 1200, 3200, and 4065.



For more information, please contact:

The Department of Anthropology

http:// http://www.memphis.edu/anthropology/
316 Manning Hall

901-678-2080

Chair: Dr. Ruthbeth Finerman
Undergraduate Advisor: Dr. Ross Sackett
finerman@memphis.edu
901-678-1424

rsackett@memphis.edu
Other University Resources:

The University of Memphis
The College of Arts and Sciences

http://www.memphis.edu
http://www.memphis.edu/cas
UM Career Services
http://www.memphis.edu/careerservices
The University of Memphis, a Tennessee Board of Regents institution, is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action University.

It is committed to education of a non-racially identifiable student body. 9/11
