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POINTS TO REMEMBER

Pre-Law Advising

Pre-law students must meet with their primary advisor on a regular basis to discuss degree requirements, progress toward degree completion, and course sequencing for each semester. 

Pre-law students should also take advantage of the College of Arts and Sciences Pre-Law Resource Center in room 107 Scates Hall. Further information can be obtained online at 

http://www.memphis.edu/cas/pre_law.htm or from the Pre-Professional Advisor at 901-678-3373 or via email at jessica.clifford@memphis.edu. Pre-law information sessions will be held each semester and all pre-law students are strongly encouraged to attend.  

Selecting a Major 
The American Bar Association (ABA) does not recommend any specific undergraduate majors or set of courses to prepare for law school. This means that most universities, including The University of Memphis, do not offer an actual pre-law major. Some students choose to major in what are considered to be traditional majors for pre-law such as history, English, philosophy, political science, economics, or business. Others opt to pursue a degree in areas as diverse as art, computer science, mathematics music, science, etc. In short, students are encouraged to select an undergraduate major that interests and challenges them and to take advantage of opportunities to develop strong research and writing skills. Pre-law students should take classes across the curriculum from demanding instructors with a focus on strengthening skills in reading, research, writing, and critical/analytical reasoning. Pre-law students should also make a concentrated effort to develop relationships with faculty members for future reference letters.
Although not required, pre-law students are strongly encouraged to complete the interdisciplinary minor Legal Thought and Liberal Arts. This minor is of particular benefit to those students who select a major outside Liberal Arts (e.g., business administration, engineering, mathematics, science, music, etc.). The minor is designed to help students develop and further strengthen the skills listed above. If a pre-law student does not wish to complete this minor in its entirety, completing as many of the recommended classes as possible from within the minor, in particular a logic course, will still be to the pre-law student’s advantage.
Grades

Because of the high caliber of many of the applicants, students should realize that acceptance to law school has become extremely competitive. Good grades are an important factor in obtaining admission to law school. Take the time to look at the admissions criteria of the law schools you are considering as well as the median grade point average (GPA) of the most recently admitted class of law students (the entering class or admissions profile). This will give you a good idea of what your goal should be in regard to academic performance. Students should be aware that most law schools count the first and all subsequent attempts in repeated courses when calculating an applicant’s GPA. In addition, numerous drops and/or withdrawals will be viewed with concern on the part of many law school admissions committees.
It is recommended that students apply to law school well in advance of posted deadlines, rather than waiting until the last minute. To many law schools, an early application is a positive indicator of the applicant’s motivation and time-management skills. Applicants are strongly encouraged to establish direct contact with the admissions officials of the law schools to which they plan to apply. 

Law School Admission Test (LSAT)
Law school applicants are required to take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). Students should never take this test on a “trial run basis” and should be thoroughly prepared for each attempt. Some law schools average every test attempt within the last five years while others average every attempt within the last three years. Excellent preparation minimizes the risk of having an unsatisfactory score play a role in the equation. 

There are many resources available to help pre-law students prepare for the LSAT. Some students prepare for this test on their own, while others benefit from taking a prep course offered through organizations such as Kaplan, Princeton Review, or the U of M Continuing Education Division. Both law students and law school admissions officials emphasize the importance of taking numerous practice tests. Since timing is very important, students are encouraged to take several practice tests under timed conditions to make certain they are working at an appropriate pace. It is recommended that students begin to prepare for the LSAT from the time they enter college in order to become familiar with the format of the exam and develop appropriate test-taking strategies. Most students consider the logical reasoning portion of the LSAT to be the most difficult. Courses such as Phil 1611: Elementary Logic help students develop skills related to approaching questions of this nature. 

Information about registration and preparation for the LSAT is available in the Pre-Law Resource Center and online at http://www.memphis.edu/lawadmissions/know.php and http://www.LSAC.org. 
Admissions Information and Deadlines 

Information about accredited law school and admissions deadlines is available online at http://www.lsac.org and http://www.abanet.org. In addition, many law schools send catalogues and information packets to the Pre-Law Resource Center. Students are welcome to stop by anytime to review this material. 

Personal Essay 
Most law schools required a personal essay to be submitted along with the application for admission. This essay is the applicant’s only opportunity to present his or her personal story to the admissions officials; students should highlight their accomplishments, address any serious obstacles that have been overcome, and touch on noteworthy personal experiences and how these have been impactful. Applicants should also address any poor grades or withdrawals on the transcript. The personal essay should be brief, factual, organized, and comprehensive. Correct spelling and grammar is a must! Pre-law students are strongly encouraged to attend a Personal Statement Workshop offered by the Pre-Law Resource Center each semester as well as have several objective parties read and critique the personal essay before final submission. 
Professional Development Opportunities 

Pre-law students are encouraged to make arrangements to observe lawyers at work, attend court sessions, and watch documentaries dealing with legal issues. Students are also encouraged to become involved in extra-curricular and community service activities.  Demonstration of leadership roles in such settings is highly regarded by admission committees.
The Pre-Law Society

Membership in the Pre-Law Society (PLS) provides pre-law students with the opportunity to meet other students who have interests in common with their own, to participate in meaningful activities, to assume leadership responsibilities, and to develop strong friendships with fellow PLS members. Membership application forms are available in the Pre-Law Resource Center.
Pre-Law Updates
Information and updates about PLS meetings, guest speakers and panel discussions, workshops, scholarships, minority programs, and other issues of interest to pre-law students will be posted in the Pre-Law Resource Center, as well as in key academic departments.  In addition, all announcements will be posted on the pre-law web site. It is to the student’s advantage to check this website on a regular basis for updates. 
Tennessee Institute for Pre-Law (TIP)
To enhance diversity in the classroom, the University of Memphis School of Law and the University of Tennessee Knoxville College of Law operate the Tennessee Institute for Pre-Law program (TIP) each summer. This program is for Tennessee residents who show potential for succeeding in law school and bring diversity to the classroom but are not admitted through the regular admissions process. Information on the TIP program can be found online at http://www.memphis.edu/lawadmissions/TIP.php, in the Pre-Law Resource Center, or by contacting Dean Yolanda Ingram, Director of TIP, at 901-678-2528. 

Additional information regarding programs for minority and disadvantaged students can be found on the Pre-Law website at http://www.memphis.edu/cas/pre_law_minority.htm. 

LEGAL THOUGHT AND LIBERAL ARTS

Interdisciplinary Minor
The minor, Legal Thought and Liberal Arts, is designed to provide an interdisciplinary liberal arts program for students in any major who intend to enter the legal profession.  The minor will be of particular benefit to pre-law students whose majors are more professional in nature and who are not exposed to the broader liberal arts curriculum.  Students will be introduced to major intellectual traditions of the West and to ethical, social, and economic issues of significance to our time.  The courses in the minor require that students read critically, think logically, and write clearly – attributes required of persons in the legal profession.  Students wishing to minor in Legal Thought and Liberal Arts should contact the pre-professional advisor in room 107 Scates Hall.

The Minor: 18 semester hours of required courses and electives:

A. Required Core Courses: PHIL 1611 (Elementary Logic) and either 
ENGL 3604 or 4602

B. Electives:  Select one course from four of the following five groups (each course chosen must be from a different group):

1. Economic Context of the Law:  ECON 2110, 2120, 3411, 4130

2. Historical Context of the Law:  HIST 3121, 3506, 3840

3. Practical Foundations of Jurisprudence:  CJUS 3510, 4521;
POLS 3219, 4212, 4405, 4504, 4521
4. Theoretical Foundations of Jurisprudence:  PHIL 3411, 3511, 3514, 3516, 4551; POLS 3401, 3402, 3405; UNIV 3580

5. Critical Reading and Thinking:  any 4000-level English literature (4231-4471) class, or ENGL 4602 (if not taken as the core), or any upper division philosophy class not listed above.

*Note:  Some of these courses may have prerequisites.  Students are responsible for obtaining permission from the instructor to attend the course if they have not fulfilled those prerequisites.

Core Skills and Values
The core skills and values outlined below are quoted directly from the ABA/LSAC Official Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools, 2007 edition:
There are important skills and values, and significant bodies of knowledge that you can acquire prior to law school and that will provide a sound foundation for a legal education.  These include analytic and problem-solving skills, critical reading abilities, writing skills, oral communication and listening abilities, general research skills, task organization and management skills, and the values of serving faithfully the interests of others while also promoting justice.  If you wish to prepare adequately for a legal education, and for a career in law or for other professional service that involves the use of lawyering skills, you should seek educational, extracurricular and life experiences that will assist you in developing those attributes.  Some brief comments about each of the listed skills and values follow.

Analytic/Problem-solving Skills

You should seek courses and other experiences that will engage you in critical thinking about important issues, challenge your beliefs, and improve your tolerance for uncertainty.  Your legal education will demand that you structure and evaluate arguments for and against propositions that are susceptible to reasoned debate.  Good legal education will teach you to “think like a lawyer,” but the analytic and problem-solving skills required of lawyers are not fundamentally different from those employed by

other professionals.  Your law school experience will develop and refine those crucial skills, but you must enter law school with a reasonably well-developed set of analytic and problem-solving abilities.
Critical Reading Abilities

Preparation for legal education should include substantial experience at close reading and critical analysis of complex textual material, for much of what you will do as a law student and lawyer involves careful reading and comprehension of judicial opinions, statutes <sic>, documents and other written materials.  As with the other skills discussed in this Statement, you can develop your critical reading ability in a wide range of experiences, including the close reading of complex material in literature, political, or economic theory, philosophy, or history.  The particular nature of the materials examined is not crucial; what is important is that law school should not be the first time that you are rigorously engaged in the enterprise of carefully reading and understanding, and critically analyzing, complex written material of substantial length.
Writing Skills

As you seek to prepare for a legal education, you should develop a high degree of skill at written communication.  Language is the most important tool of a lawyer, and lawyers must learn to express themselves clearly and concisely…Fundamental writing skills, however, must be acquired and refined before you enter law school.  You should seek as 
many experiences as possible that will require rigorous and analytical writing, including preparing original pieces of substantial length and revising written work in response to constructive criticism.

Oral Communication and Listening Abilities
The ability to speak clearly and persuasively is another skill that is essential to your success in law school and the practice of law.  You must also have excellent listening skills if you are to understand your clients and others with whom you will interact daily…Seek to develop your basic speaking and listening skills, such as by engaging in debate, making formal presentations in class, or speaking before groups in school, the community, or the workplace.

General Research Skills
…it would be to your advantage to come to law school having had the experience of undertaking a project that requires significant library research and the analysis of large amounts of information obtained from that research.  The ability to use a personal computer is also necessary for law students, both for word processing and for computerized legal research.

Task Organization and Management Skills

To study and practice law, you are going to need to be able to organize large amounts of information, identify objectives, and create a structure for applying that information in an efficient way in order to achieve desired results…Some of the requisite experience can be obtained through undertaking school projects that require substantial research and writing, or through preparation of major reports for an employer, a school, or a civic organization.
The Values of Serving Others and Promoting Justice

Each member of the legal profession should be dedicated both to the objectives of serving others honestly, competently, and responsibly, and to the goals of improving fairness and the quality of justice in the legal system.  If you are thinking of entering the legal profession, you should seek some significant experience, before coming to law school, in which you may devote substantial effort toward assisting others.  Participation in public service projects or similar efforts at achieving objectives established for common purposes can be particularly helpful.

General Knowledge

In addition to the fundamental skills and values listed above, there some basic areas of knowledge that are helpful to a legal education and to the development of a competent lawyer.  Some of the types of knowledge that would maximize your ability to benefit from a legal education include:
· A broad understanding of history, including the various factors (social, political, economic, and cultural) that have influenced the development of our society in the United States.

· A fundamental understanding of political thought and of the contemporary American political system.

· Some basic mathematical and financial skills, such as an understanding of basic precalculus mathematics and an ability to analyze financial data.

· A basic understanding of human behavior and social interaction.

· An understanding of diverse cultures within and beyond the United States, of international institutions and issues, of world events, and of the increasing interdependence of the nations and communities within our world.

Conclusion

The skills, values, and knowledge discussed in this Statement may be acquired in a wide variety of ways. You may take undergraduate, graduate, or even high school courses that can assist you in acquiring much of this information. You may also gain much of this background through self-learning by reading, in the workplace, or through various other life experiences. Moreover, it is not essential that you come to law school having fully developed all of the skills, values, and knowledge suggested in this Statement. Some of that foundation can be acquired during the initial years of law school. However, if you begin law school having already acquired many of the skills, values, and knowledge listed in the Statement, you will have a significant advantage and will be well prepared to benefit fully from a challenging legal education.
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