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Guiding you to careers in the legal profession

Pre-Law Resources 

The Pre-Professional Advisor is located in the College of Arts and Sciences in Scates 107 and is available for consultation with students interested in future legal careers. 

The Pre-Professional Advisor organizes workshops and other events concerned with preparation for law school and the legal profession in general, and serves as the advisor for the Pre-Law Society, a campus student organization. 
The Pre-Law Resource Center, also located in Scates 107, provides information about the LSAT exam, applying to law school, and critical factors in law school admissions as well as numerous law school catalogues and brochures for review. 

It is crucial that students conduct their own research about admission details, deadlines, and academic programs for each law school they have are interested in. The pre-law website is a good place to begin this search, as well as the Law School Admission Council (http:www.lsac.org) and the American Bar Association (http://www.abanet.org). 

What is Law School? 
Law school, which culminates in the awarding of the Juris Doctor (J. D.) degree, provides a general education in law. Law school graduates often consider pursuing further education beyond the J.D. Many law schools offer a Master of Law (L.L.M.) degree designed to allow students to specialize in a particular area of legal study, such as tax law. A number of law schools also offer the Doctor of Jurisprudential Science (J.S.D.) degree, which prepares students for careers in research and legal theory in the academic world. Moreover, many law schools now provide opportunities for interdisciplinary study in joint-degree programs:  J.D.-M.A., J.D.-M.B.A., J.D.-Ph.D.

While the majority of law school graduates practice law, either in the private or public sector, many lawyers are found working as executives, agency heads, investment counselors, and teachers at colleges and universities. The diversity of career opportunities available to law school graduates is extensive and limited only by one’s interests.

It is recommended that students apply to law school well in advance of posted deadlines, rather than waiting until the last minute. To many law schools, early application is a positive indicator of the applicant’s motivation and time-management skills. We recommend that students establish direct contact with the admissions officials of the law schools to which they plan to apply.
What major should a pre-law student select?

The American Bar Association (ABA) does not recommend any specific undergraduate majors or set of courses to prepare for law school. This means that most universities, including The University of Memphis, do not offer an actual pre-law major. Some students choose to major in what are considered to be traditional majors for pre-law students such as history, English, philosophy, political science, economics, or business. Others opt to pursue a degree in areas as diverse as art, computer science, mathematics, music, science, etc. In short, students are encouraged to select an undergraduate major that interests and challenges them and to take advantage of opportunities to develop strong research and writing skills. Students should work to strengthen their reading, writing, and critical/analytical reasoning skills by taking classes across the curriculum from demanding instructors. It is also important for students to make an effort to develop strong relationships with faculty members early for future reference letters. 

Although not required, it is strongly recommended that Pre-Law students complete the interdisciplinary minor Legal Thought and Liberal Arts. This minor is of particular benefit to those students who select a major outside Liberal Arts (e.g., business administration, engineering, mathematics, science, music, etc.) and is designed to help students develop the skills listed above. If a student is unable to complete the minor, simply taking as many of the recommended classes as possible from within the minor will be to his or her advantage, in particular completion of a logic course. 

Grades

Because of the high caliber of many of the applicants, students should realize that acceptance to law school has become extremely competitive. Good grades are an important factor in obtaining admission to law school. Students should take the time to look at the admissions criteria of the law schools they are considering and at the median grade point average (GPA) and LSAT score of the most recently admitted class of law students for a good indicator of the level of academic performance needed. 
Students should be aware of the fact that most law schools count the first and all subsequent attempts in repeated courses when calculating an applicant’s GPA. Also, numerous drops/withdrawals will be viewed with concern on the part of many law school admissions committees. 
Is an entrance exam required for admission to law school?
All law school applicants are required to take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). Pertinent information about registration for the LSAT and related information, including test preparation, is available in the Pre-Law Resource Center and electronically at the Law School Admission Council website (http://www.lsac.org). It is very important that students adequately prepare for the LSAT and should never take the test on a “trial run” basis.  

Different law schools look at multiple scores differently: some average every test attempt within the last five-year period, some average every attempt within the last three-year period, some take the highest score, while others take the most recent score. Good preparation for the test minimizes the risk of having an unsatisfactory score. 

LEGAL THOUGHT AND LIBERAL ARTS

Interdisciplinary Minor
The minor, Legal Thought and Liberal Arts, is designed to provide an interdisciplinary liberal arts program for students in any major who intend to enter the legal profession. The minor will be of particular benefit to pre-law students whose majors are more professional in nature and who are not exposed to the broader liberal arts curriculum. Students will be introduced to major intellectual traditions of the West and to ethical, social, and economic issues of significance to our time. The courses in the minor require that students read critically, think logically, and write clearly, attributes required of persons in the legal profession. Students wishing to minor in Legal Thought and Liberal Arts should contact the Pre-Professional Advisor in Scates 107.

The Minor: 18 semester hours of required courses and electives:

A. Required Core Courses:


PHIL 1611 (Elementary Logic) and either ENGL 3604 or 4602

B. Electives:

Select one course from four of the following five groups (each course chosen must be from a different group):

1. Economic Context of the Law:  

ECON 2110, 2120, 3411, 4130

2. Historical Context of the Law:

HIST 3121, 3506, 3840

3. Practical Foundations of Jurisprudence:

CJUS 3510, 4521; POLS 3219, 4212, 4405, 4504, 4521

4. Theoretical Foundations of Jurisprudence:

PHIL 3411, 3511, 3514, 4551; POLS 3401, 3402, 3405; UNIV 3580

5. Critical Reading and Thinking:

Any 4000-level English literature (4231-4471) class, or ENGL 4602 (if not taken as part of the core), or any upper-division philosophy class not listed above.

*Note:  Some of these courses may have prerequisites.  Students are responsible for obtaining permission from the instructor to attend the course if they have not fulfilled those prerequisites.

The Pre-Law Society

Membership in the Pre-Law Society (PLS) provides students with the opportunity to meet other students who have interests in common with their own, to participate in meaningful activities, to assume leadership responsibilities, and to develop strong friendships with fellow PLS members. Students interested in joining the PLS should contact the Pre-Professional Advisor directly or pick up a membership application in the Pre-Law Resource center. 

Pre-Law News/Announcements

Information about PLS meetings, guest speakers, scholarships, minority programs, and other issues of interest to pre-law students will be posted in the Pre-Law Resource Center, as well as in key academic departments and the pre-law website, which students should visit on a regular basis: http://cas.memphis.edu/pre_law.html. 

To sign up for our email list contact the Pre-Professional Advisor. 

 In addition, we’re also on Facebook! Search for The University of Memphis Pre-Professional Advising Center! 


For more information, please contact:

Jessica Clifford, Pre-Professional Advisor

Scates Hall, Room 107
jgclffrd@memphis.edu
Pre-Law Web Site: http://www.memphis.edu/cas/pre_law.htm
The University of Memphis
The College of Arts and Sciences

http://www.memphis.edu
http://www.memphis.edu/cas
The University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law

http://www.memphis.edu/law
UM Career Services: http://www.memphis.edu/careerservices
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