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I am very grateful to have been provided the opportunity to receive a Professional Development Assignment on Fall 2005 to work on my book manuscript entitled “Economics and Class Models in Golden Age Spain Spain”. I was able to do a substantial amount of research on the role of economics in early modern society, development of the identities in the Golden Age and attempts to create new patterns of distribution of wealth  during this period.  Because I was also committed to writing other papers during my leave I was not able to accomplish all that I had intended to do on the manuscript. I did, however, finished three papers.  In addition, I was able to spend two weeks in Madrid conducting research which included meeting with personnel in the Maria de Zayas Society of Madrid and in the Biblioteca Nacional de Madrid, which holds many manuscripts on the period I am studying.
In 2003 I began thinking about the different groups of individuals all competing for the accumulation of money and its modes of monopolizing the most lucrative businesses, which is presented in the literature of this period.  The idea was to explore the ways in which the problems of distribution and function of money in the early modern society of 17th -Century Spain. I was asked to participate in a session on the 2003 Kentucky Foreign Language Conference with a paper entitled “Mariana de Carvajal y la representación de la ostentación”.  The paper I wrote for this conference was then revised to study the role of economics in 17th Century. Since then, I have expanded my work and wrote a second paper entitled “Harpías y otras mujeres de mal vivir en el  Madrid del siglo XVII”. The later has been accepted for publication in the book edited by Jorge Valdivielso and Teresa Valdivielso Madrid en la Literatura y las Artes. That,  prepare me for all secondary reading on the role of economics and luxury in early modern society.  The third paper on this topic was presented in the 2006 Kentucky Foreign Language Conference. The title was “El traje sí hace al noble” and focused on Alonso de Castillo Solórzano too.
On the manuscript, the drafting of the Introductory Chapter and chapters 2, 3 and 4 (Zayas, Castillo Solórzano and Carvajal) continues and I plan to expand  working on these and on Chapter 1 (on Cervantes)  during the academic year 2006-07. I truly believe I will submit the book manuscript by the summer of 2007
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