DOROTHY NORRIS-TIRRELL - My major purpose in requesting the Professional Development Assignment (PDA) was to focus my research agenda and to explore strategies for integrating this research in my teaching, community outreach and the activities of the Division of Public and Nonprofit Administration.  After several years focused on program administration (i.e., the creation of the Division of Public and Nonprofit Administration followed by the move to the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy and the self-study and reaccredidation process for M.P.A. degree program), I hoped that this time would provide me t he opportunity to catch up on the current literature on nonprofit organizations and governance and to consider my next steps in this field.  The needs of the Division of Public and Nonprofit Administration intruded on my research focus, however, the time away from a regular office schedule was useful in exploring future projects.  My activities during the PDA fell into four areas:

· Division of Public and Nonprofit Administration: I consulted regularly with Joy Clay and Gary Roberts in regarding the ongoing operation of the division; participated in approval process for a revised division T&P document, the recruitment of Charles Menifield, and the annual evaluation of Kathryn Cheever; recruited, trained and provided support to instructors for online instruction of PDAM 4226; and developed PADM 7641 Theory and Practice of Nonprofit Administration as web-enhanced WEBCT course.  In addition, I supervised one American Humanics student internship, two M.P.A. independent studies and one University College special project (for Mark Twombly who was subsequently awarded the Alma Bucovitz Urban Award for his project), and continued to advise nonprofit concentration MPA students.

· American Humanics: The official transfer of the American Humanics program from University College to Division of Public and Nonprofit Administration occurred in August 2002.  As a result, I developed the budget; recruited, hired, trained and supervised a new University of Memphis campus director; participated in strategic planning process for Mid-South American Humanics Collaborative; and led strategic planning for UM AH program.

· CONNECT! Newsletter: With funding from the United Way and Community Forum, I took over publication of the quarterly newsletter establishing its mission as a resource for nonprofit decision makers; moved the newsletter from hard copy to electronic format; and supervised graduate assistants who produced the newsletter and created a web page to expand reader base and provide additional resources to the Mid-South nonprofit community.

· Scholarship: I devoted significant time to reading the new literature on nonprofit organization governance and the beginning evaluation of faith-based service provision.  As a result, I submitted two book reviews: 1) American Review of Public Administration (in print) and 2) Review of Public Personnel Administration submitted (accepted with publication date pending) and two grant proposals: SERNA (under review) and American Humanics E-recruitment (awarded).  In collaboration with Kathryn Cheever, I began research in a new area - emergency management/disaster preparedness Disasters.  Since June of 2002, we have conducted research and participant observation regarding the start-up of the Memphis Chapter of the Voluntary Agencies Active in Disasters (VOAD).  This project aids the work of Volunteer Memphis in its U.S. Department of Homeland Security funded work to establish a local VOAD group.  Assistance in evaluation of the local coordinated response to the July 22, 2003, Memphis Storm has also been provided.  During the PDA, papers on this topic were presented at two conferences (Southeastern Conference on Public Administration and American Society for Public Administration) and two manuscripts are in the final revision stage.

I am appreciative for the opportunity to spend a full year on leave.  I believe that the University and College’s investment in the professional development assignment will continue to result in beneficial activities and products.  These include external funding, academic publication, and partnerships with Mid-South community organizations.
