M. J. FENWICK - During the Spring Semester, 2003, I was able to spend several weeks in Mexico at the old National Library in Mexico City. I was looking for first edition copies of mystery stories for girls published after World War II to see if they presented a modern image of the Mexican female, more independent and courageous than the traditional stereotype. I found very little to confirm my theory. However, I interviewed 16 professional women (colleagues from the University and women from the artistic community of the postwar generation) to see if there was any such influence in their lives. My information is not yet completed, but it seems that there were young female heroes in several “adventure” novels during the period in question. Many of the first books for young people were translations into Spanish of U.S. and English books. Most of the women I interviewed had read some of the U.S. Nancy Drew series.

The most important discoveries of the semester were in the United States. First of all, I found that there were more mystery series novels for girls than I had previously known, and they began at the turn of the 20th century—three decades earlier than I expected. I have now read nearly 200 of these novels, and I have collected extensive evidence to support my original theory. I have also been in contact with other U.S. academics working on similar material. (There are panels at several professional conferences that deal with these topics.) And I am in the process of interviewing U.S. professional women of the postwar generation. 

Secondly, I found an interesting common theme in many of the girls’ mystery adventures of the 1910-1950 period related to my original project. Although there were not so many mystery novels for young girls published in Mexico or Latin America for their young readers, there were many U.S. mystery series novels that took place in Mexico or Latin America. I believe this theme reflected the changing U.S. foreign policy, both political and economic, during the early years of the century through World War I, World War II and the 1950’s. This discovery has encouraged me to refocus at least one aspect of my research project to explore these new images.

I have 3 articles ready for publication. Two were previously invited as conference papers, but I am reworking them to include my new information. I assume the offer to publish them still stands, and I will submit them soon. I have made several useful professional contacts at the annual meetings of the Association of American and Pop Culture and plan to continue working in this area toward a book even though the very traditional and rigid guidelines applied to literary research in my department will not grant any scholarly value to this topic.

