MICHAEL ELLIS - During the fall semester of 2002 and in connection with the PDA, I was appointed as a visiting professor in the Institute of Geology, Department of Earth Sciences, ETH Zentrum, Zurich, Switzerland.

The principal achievement was the completion of a full-length manuscript that completed an earlier NSF-funded award.  This was submitted to the Geological Society of America, Special Publications, and results were also presented at the prestigious Penrose Conference held in Taiwan, February 2003.

Further related research performed at ETH was submitted to the American Geophysical Union, and will be presented and published in association at the National Fall Meeting in December 2003.  In addition, a second full-length manuscript, the bulk of which was prepared at ETH, is currently nearing completion and will be submitted before the end of the year.  

Additionally, I worked with colleagues on a jointly funded project related to the active tectonics of the eastern Tibetan plateau.  This work was in part preparation for an extended field visit in March 2003.  As PI of the NSF-part of this project, I serve as an external member of the Ph.D. committee of a student at ETH.  As a result of working with colleagues at ETH, I was invited by Professor Philip Allen, head of the institute, to join a project with a new postdoctoral scholar at ETH.

As a direct consequence of being at ETH, I was also invited to present a lecture at Imperial College, London, and I have now established a working relationship with a new colleague, S. Gupta, at Imperial, and a joint manuscript is underway.

Less tangible consequences of the PDA, but of significance nonetheless, was the stimulation provided me by the atmosphere of one of the best Earth Science departments in Europe.  This was most definitely a two-way process, as I too provided new ideas and seeds for future research for various colleagues in the Institute.  In particular, one of these seeds turned quickly into a research project for a student in the Department of Earth Sciences in Memphis.  This work has already yielded results slated to be presented at the Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of America, Seattle, in November 2003.  A full-length manuscript of this work is now in preparation.

The work that was carried out at ETH and that resulted in the various products described above has also motivated my design of a new experimental apparatus that will address some of the numerically derived results from ETH.  This particular apparatus (designed to test the role of base-levels in shaping mountains) is the first of its kind and I anticipate that it will yield topical and very visible results perhaps as early as June 2004.  I plan on using preliminary results in an application to the NSF in December 2003.

Finally, the experience gained at ETH was important in my recent selection to the National Steering Committee of the National Science Foundation Center for Airborne Laser Mapping, which I will serve on until 2005, and to my appointment as an associate editor of the new journal JGR-Earth Surface published by the American Geophysical Union and already considered the flagship of journals in this field.

