TOM CARLSON - The focus of my writing and research activity during my PDA in the fall of 2002 was divided among three book-length projects.

1. The first project is a book-length memoir entitled Time and Tide: Coming of Age at the Jersey Shore.  This book is ostensibly about my life, but really questions/explores the forces of history and memory, family and place in contributing to who we become.  It is completed and is now being considered by several agents in New York City.  Individual chapters of this book have been accepted (again during the fall of 2002) for publication in journals:  Chapter 2, “Soup to Nuts, Lucille” placed second in the X. J. Kennedy National Nonfiction contest  (over 300 entries) and as a result will be published in Rosebud journal this summer; Chelsea in New York has accepted “World Gone Wrong: A Tale of Three Families,” also for summer publication; “The Tillie Brothers Wink and Grin” (Chapter 4) is currently being considered by Flint Hills Review in Michigan; Chapter 9, “Dark Tunnel. Doll’s Eyes. DNR. With Comfort” just appeared in the William and Mary Review.  I hope to have an agent for the entire manuscript by the end of the summer.

2. The second book project on which I made considerable progress in the fall is an extended piece of immersion journalism/creative nonfiction tentatively titled The Last Waterman: A Hatteras Elegy.  This book was started a year ago and has required frequent trips to Cape Hatteras (2 of which were made in the fall) to work and sail and fish with the Ernal Foster Family of Hatteras Village.  They run a fleet of three wood-hulled commercial/charter boats dating back to the Depression.  They fish the old way.  When they are gone, a way of life will be gone with them.  This project is three-quarters finished (12 chapters, 8 complete).  One chapter “Kings and Bluefins. Now and Zen” has been sent to Fourth Genre for consideration.

3. In addition to these two projects, I have a proposal, co-authored by colleague Tom Graves, for an Elvis anthology.  This proposal is also at an agent in NYC.  We have already gotten commitments to contribute from John Updike, Peter Guralnick, Stanley Booth, Pat Boone, Bobbie Ann Mason, and Robert Gordon.

