Seminar
 “An anthropological approach on the Yunnan province: 
The Yi nationality 彝族 of Shilin 石林自治县”.
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During this seminar (seven sessions) – which takes place every Thursday (from 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm), in the Confucius Center of Memphis University –, my aim is to present a national minority living in the Yunnan Province: a branch of the Yi nationality named the Sani in Chinese and the Nipa in their own tibeto-burmese language. The purpose here is to discover the religion of this ethnic group whose shamans have their own writing – different from the Chinese one – and to discuss the relationship established between this population and the State through literate shamanism. 
Topics:
1. China and anthropology: 

a. Historical background (pre-ethnography and Confucian orthodoxy)

b. The national minorities
2. Geographical and historical presentation of the Yunnan Province: 

a. The problematic of “centre” and the “periphery” in China
b. Shilin county: from independent chiefdom to administrative locality
3. The local people (本地人 bendiren)

4. The Sani branch 撒尼支系: origins and environment
5. A local religion: Literate shamanism of the Masters of Psalmodia
a. Writing (presentation, origins, mythology) 彝文
b.  In relation to the body
6. Transmission from master to disciple and ritual structures (bloody sacrifices)
7. The mizhi cult 密枝仪式: a political pond between the Saniren 撒尼人 and the State
