Summer Camp FAQ-1
Application Related:
1. Can students from heritage families apply for the summer camp? 

The program is designed to stimulate interest from students to learn Chinese, especially those who do not or just begin learning the language and culture at the moment. If there are too many students from heritage families, we will not be able to maximize our impact, as these students have already been speaking the language and understand the culture. Also, in China, we have an organization called Overseas Chinese Affairs Office under the State Council. They have a summer camp program targeting only the heritage speaker students. So there will be an overlap for our target groups.

Also, most heritage speakers have already attained a very high level of Chinese. With our program design, those non-heritage students and Chinese beginners would benefit much more than the heritage students. 

We can accept students with Zero knowledge of Chinese, and those in Chinese I, II, or even III, but priority would be given to students with no prior training or those who are early beginners. And Please pay attention to the factor of too many different levels of Chinese in one group. It’s ideal to limit the number of levels of Chinese in one group to 2, or even 3. At the moment, the host institution simply cannot provide one on one instruction or too many small classes. 

 

Considering all these factors, we would prefer to give the opportunity to students who would not readily have access to Chinese language and culture or are just beginning to learn the language. But of course, we understand that it would not be possible and fair to exclude heritage students. We would suggest limiting the number of heritage speakers to within 10% of the total students in your group. 
 

2. Should the students be US citizens?
Yes, the student applicants should be US citizens. However, if students are other countries’ citizens with US Green Card, they can also apply. While in screening, you need to provide Hanban with detailed information (including their academic records, their school performance, their family background, their interest and achievements in Chinese etc) about those students for our approval.
Itinerary Related:
1. Where will students go after Beijing?

We plan to send students to one province after their visit in Beijing. Right now we are working on this and this information will be offered in the middle of March or late March. 
