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Spring 2010

Course Description: This course is designed to provide an improved understanding of the dynamics of Hispanic and Latino experiences within the criminal justice system within the United States.  We will consider the substantive and philosophical relationships between the common and civil law systems, and the various hybrids, found in Latin America and the United States, and explore the dynamics of the criminal justice subsystems (i.e., police, courts, corrections) in some parts of Latin America.  A major portion of the course objectives will be realized during an international excursion to Nicaragua March 5-13, 2010.  The course will include an examination of the development and function of law, the organization and administration of criminal justice, and their effects in the Latino/Hispanic community, and the response to these institutions by Latinos/Hispanics. The analytical strategies developed in this class will help prepare students to think critically about issues of culture and ethnicity in the U.S. justice system.  

Course Delivery:  This is a special topics course specifically designed to promote cross-cultural competency and to promote an applied context whereas students can apply their Spanish language skills.  Towards this end, students will be exposed to certain guest speakers who will make presentations in Spanish.  Some required reading materials and some lecture materials may be delivered in Spanish.  

Recommended World Atlas Websites:
http://www.atlapedia.com/
http://go.hrw.com/atlas/norm_htm/world.htm
http://www.mapquest.com/atlas/main.adp?region=

Of course, you can always access a printed word atlas in the library or you may buy your own.  I recommend the 2007 edition of The New Comparative World Atlas by the Hammond World Atlas Corporation.  You can typically find this on-line for $10-15. 

Schedule:

January 14:  What’s in a name? Hispanics, Latinos, Chicanos, and Hyphenated-Americans living in the U.S.


Film Review Assignment

Latino Community Awareness Project

Panel Presentation Guidelines
January 21:  Introduction to Comparative Methods/Legal Traditions


*Portrayals of Latino immigrants in popular culture (1 hour)

January 28:  Mexican Peoples and Cultures – Comparative CJ overview


*Panel Presentation (1 hour)


Assignment 1: Film review due in class (See approved list below)

February 4:  South American Peoples and Cultures – Comparative CJ overview


*Panel Presentation (1 hour)


Assignment 2: Latino Community Awareness Assignment Due in Class
February 11:  Central American and Caribbean Peoples and Cultures – Comparative CJ overview


*Panel Presentation (1 hour)

February 18:  Emphasis on Nicaragua – A Natural and Cultural History

*Video: “Hidden Truths” (Verdades ocultas)
February 25:  Emphasis on Nicaragua – Political Analysis

*Video: “Nicaragua: No pasaran”
March 4:  Emphasis on Nicaragua – Criminal Justice Overview
March 6-14 – Spring Break – NICARAGUA TOUR
March 18:  Emphasis on Nicaragua – Incidents of Travel – Debriefing and Sharing

March 25:  Open Topics
April 1:  Latinos and the Criminal Justice System in the United States

April 9:  Latin American Law Enforcement in Comparative Perspective

Guest speaker (1 hour)

April 15:  Latin American Courts in Comparative Perspective

Guest speaker (1 hour)

April 22:  Latinos and Corrections in Comparative Perspective

*Guest speaker (1 hour)
April 29:  Study day (No Class)

May 6:
Final Exam
Course Administration: 

Class participation/quizzes: Students are expected to attend all classes.  Failure to attend class will affect the final class participation grade.  Occasional pop quizzes may be given to measure student engagement.  Latin American map quizzes will be given every week until the mean score for the class reaches 90%.  Blank copies of the map quiz are available online.

Course website:  Students are responsible for checking the site regularly for changes to the syllabus, announcements, additional resources, etc.  The website is located at: http://cjustice.memphis.edu/wpitts
Movie Review:  Students will complete at least one pre-approved movie review as homework.  Movies approved for review will be made available on the course website. Assignments may be submitted in either Spanish or English. 

Major Semester Project:  Most students enrolled in this course will participate in an in-depth study of the Nicaraguan criminal justice system that will include an eight day visit during Spring Break.  Students will be required to keep a journal that includes both their written reflections and photos of their experiences.  The journal should be submitted in a bound volume.  A ringed binder is fine for this purpose.  Travel memorabilia (postcards, brochures, receipts, written notes, currency, etc.) would be appropriate to include in the binder. Try to make something with lasting interest and appeal.  An alternative assignment (see below) will be given for students who will not be going on the trip to Nicaragua.  Project may be submitted in English or Spanish.
Alternative Major Project for those NOT going to Nicaragua: Complete the Template for Criminal Justice System Fact Search for two Latin American countries of your choice.
Grades: Attendance, class participation, and occasional unscheduled in-class quizzes, the major semester project, and performance on the final exam will determine the class grade.  Make-up exams are strongly discouraged. Whenever possible, arrangements to take exams should be made in advance of a scheduled exam.  Final Grade determination is based on the following formula:


Major Project





40%


Assignments: Movie Review (5%); Culture Quest (15%)

20%



Map Quizzes/Class Participation/Panel Presentations

25%


Comprehensive Final Exam




15%

Graduate Students:  This course is cross-listed for graduate credit (CJUS6011).  Graduate students will be required to meet with the instructor prior in the month of February to discuss the data collection activities planned during the fieldwork in Nicaragua.  Graduate students will be responsible for reviewing data collection instruments, securing IRB approval, supervising data collection activities in country, cleaning and coding the data, performing basic statistical analyses (i.e., frequencies, crosstabs, factors), and developing a written report summarizing the major findings.  Graduate students can decide prior to departure if each student will develop an independent report or if the team of students will collaborate to develop one report. Consensus is required for the team project option.  Students not participating in trip will develop literature review on Nicaraguan CJ system.
Student Support Services: Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. The University of Memphis will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities. For further information, contact Student Disability Services at (901) 678-2880. 

Office Hours: Office hours are T 11AM-1PM, or by appointment in 300 McCord Hall.  Call 678-5662.

Note Concerning Syllabus: The instructors reserve the right to modify the schedule as necessary.
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