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What's in a name?
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e |dea of “traditional” culture often
based on inheritance alone

e Ethnic identity involves:
— Situational dynamics

— Strategic calculation
— Construction or reconstruction of cultur

* While the use of a name might appear
A Dbasic — it is by no means a simple matter




Some labels... Laull Allerican
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c"ﬁ“‘m\‘ Here are the 28 Hispanic or Latino categories
displayed in Census 2000 tabulations: Mexican,
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican; Central
American: Costa Rican, Guatemalan, Honduran,

( Nicaraguan, Panamanian, Salvadoran, Other
6/ i~ Central American; South American: Argentinean,
> Bolivian, Chilean, Colombian, Ecuadorian,
Paraguayan, Peruvian, Uruguayan, Venezuelan,
. Other South American; Other Hispanic or Latino:
Spaniard, Spanish, Spanish American, All other
Hispanic.
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About the Latino Population in the U.S.
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 The terms "Hispanic" or "Latino" refer to persons who
trace their origin or descent to Mexico, Puerto Rico,
Cuba, Spanish speaking Central and South America
countries, and other Spanish cultures.

e Origin can be considered as the heritage, nationality
group, lineage, or country of the person or the person's
parents or ancestors before their arrival in the Unlted
States. 7 2

*People who identify ¢
their origin as
Hispanic or Latino
may be of any race.




Factors Affecting Ethnic ldentity
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Cultural
Assimilation
Generational
Factors
Sub-ethnic Lanauage
Identity % guag
Economic Political
Pressures Influences

Immigration
Factors

Situational dynamics

Strategic calculations
eConstruction or reconstruction of cultural
meaning




Construction and Reconstruction of Ethnic Identity
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Ethnicity and ethnic identity are not fixed
— Can be manipulated for political and/or economic gain

Ethnic persistence and ethnic revivalism
Historical and cultural backgrounds
Modes of integration

 |Impacts:
— Geographical distribution
— Employment patterns
— Educational levels
— Income
— Poverty
— Political affiliation




Mexican-Americans
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* Mexican-Americans have been called the first "hyphenated
Americans”

 May be recent immigrants or descendants of immigrants

 Descendants of those who came to the U.S. decades ago or

who settled there centuries ago when the land was either an
Independent republic or under Spanish or Mexican rule

e Can either be bilingual or monolingual (or, indeed,
multilingual), their primary languages being English and
Spanish




Mexican-Americans (cont.)

The title “Mexican-American” has political roots
1848 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo - ended the U.S. -

Mexico war

Gadsden Purchase in 1853 - (known as Venta de La
Mesilla, or "Treaty of La Mesilla", in Mexico)

More than half of Mexico's territory was ceded to the
U.S. (TX, NM, AZ, NV, UT, CA, parts of CO, and WY)

70,000 to 200,000 Mexican
citizens became Americans
"overnight"

one year to accept their
American political status
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La Raza
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 The term originated in the 1925
book La Raza Cdsmica written
by Mexican writer José
Vasconcelos

* product of gradual racial mixing

La Bandera de la Raza, a flag for
Hispanic America, created at the
1933 Pan-American Conference

 The term originated in the 1925 book La Raza Cosmica
written by Mexican writer José Vasconcelos

* Product of gradual racial mixing

» Vasconcelos believed all of the people within the Spanish

E

of origin.

nire would be completely mixed into a new race.

 The term La Raza and the idea associated with it
A mainly adopted by people of Mexican descent in
the U.S. to express pride in their nation.

La Raza implies dignity and pride for these
people regarding who they are and their places




National Council of La Raza

* A non-profit and non-partisan advocacy group

* focus is on reducing poverty and discrimination, and
Improving opportunities for Hispanics

e The largest national Hispanic civil rights and
advocacy organization in the U.S.




What is a Chicano?
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When is a Hispanic a Hispanic?

Hispanics
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* Hispanic (Spanish: hispano, hispanico) is a term that historically denoted
relation to the ancient Hispania (geographically coinciding with the Iberian
peninsula: modern day Spain, Portugal, Andorra, and Gibraltar) or to its

pre-Roman peoples.

 Now used to convey the culture and peoples of countries formerly ruled
by Spain

 These include:

* Mexico, Central and South America

» Greater Antilles

e Southwestern U.S. and Florida

 African nations of Equatorial Guinea, Western Sahara,
and the northern coastal region of Morocco

» Traces of Hispanic culture may exist also in Asia-Pacific
nations and territories of the Philippines, Guam, and the
Northern Mariana Islands.




What I1s a Latino?
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 From Wikipedia:
— "a person of Latin-American or Spanish-speaking descent."
— "A Latin American."

— "A person of Hispanic, especially Latin-American, descent, often one
living in the United States."

— "a native or inhabitant of Latin America"
— "a person of Latin-American origin living in the United States"

— "someone who lives in the US and who comes from or whose family
comes from Latin America"

« Refers to people of Latin American
descent, distinct from those from
Europe, Asia, or Africa




Local Evidence
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