Template for Criminal Justice System Fact Search

CJUS4011: Comparative Perspectives in Latin American Criminal Justice

Use this template to guide your search for information on the Latin American country you have chosen to investigate.  This work is a simplified version of the template developed by Bill McDonald for the Bureau of Justice Statistics World Factbook of Criminal Justice Systems, a valuable source to consider as you begin your search.  Use complete sentences to explain each of the following points.  I realize that you may not be able to get some information – it may not even exist in printed form.  Extra consideration will be given to those students who select difficult-to-research countries.  Be sure to document all of the resources used to complete this information.  The fact search document should not exceed three single-spaced pages and the reflection essay should be no more than two single-spaced pages.
Fact Search:

1.  Name of country: ___________________________________

2.  Physical location: ________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Most recent population figures with year: _____________________________________________________

4.  Brief history: Write a paragraph on the history of the legal system with specific emphasis on criminal law. Be sure to include any significant reforms, revisions, or other political developments that have occurred in the past five years.
5.  Legal system:  In a paragraph, describe the type of legal system (i.e., socialist, Islamic, colonial, civil, common, etc.).  

6.  Classification of crimes:  Describe the general classification of crimes.  In other words, how are different crimes distinguished according to seriousness (e.g., felony/misdemeanor, indictable/non-indictable).

7.  Write a summary paragraph on each of the component justice subsystems (police, courts and corrections).  In a concluding paragraph, examine the relationships between these subsystems. 

8.  Bibliography:  Provide citations for all resources used to complete this assignment. This should include all printed and automated (Internet) sources.

Personal Reflection Essay:
After completing the fact search, collect three newspaper articles, reports, or other publications related to your county of your choice.  Read them and then write a two-page single-spaced reflection essay discussing the legal system in that country.  Attach a printed copy of your three sources to your essay.  
