CONFERENCE USA

PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS OF SPORTSMANSHIP

Student-Athlete Form 

1. Preface

Conference USA member institutions value the principles of sportsmanship and the ideal of pursuing victory with honor in intercollegiate athletics.  The Conference believes that athletics should be conducted in a way that reflects positively on the individual participants and institutions.  The standards of sportsmanship below are written to emphasize the basic expectations of the Conference related to sportsmanship and provide the Commissioner with broad authority to ensure that Conference activities are consistent with these principles.

2. Principles of Sportsmanship

The essential elements of sportsmanship and ethics in sports are embodied in the concept of character building and six core principles:  respect, responsibility, fairness, honesty, integrity and good citizenship.  The highest potential of sports is achieved when competition reflects these six principles.

3. Standards of Conduct

a. Member institutions’ student-athletes, coaches and staff shall conduct themselves in an appropriate manner in connection with all intercollegiate sporting events in which they participate (“Events”).  They shall conduct themselves as positive role models and represent their institutions in a manner that exhibits the principles of sportsmanship.  They shall exhibit respect and courtesy towards all participants, and comment about other institutions, coaches and student-athletes only in a positive manner.

b. Behavior that is not considered sportsmanlike or appropriate in connection with Events includes, but is not limited to, the following:

i. Striking (e.g., kicking, hitting, throwing objects at) or other acts of violence, attempted acts of violence or attempts to incite violence;

ii. Obscene, profane, demeaning or unduly provocative language, gestures or actions directed towards an opposing team, institution, contest official, staff member or spectator;

iii. Public criticism of or publicly disparaging statements about an opposing team, institution, contest official, staff member, or spectator;

iv. All other actions, as determined by the Commissioner, in violation the principles and standards of sportsmanship.

4. Penalties

a. Specifically and without limitation, the Commissioner has the authority to require a member institution to take any one or more of the following actions:  (i) publicly or privately reprimand any participant; (ii) forfeit any sports events or competitions; (iii) suspend or expel any person from attendance at or participation in one or more events; or (iv) pay a fine to the Conference (not to exceed $50,000) for each occurrence of unsportsmanlike or inappropriate conduct.

b. In instances of flagrant misconduct, regardless of circumstance, all individuals involved shall receive a minimum penalty of a suspension from one or more games.  Flagrant misconduct shall include, but not be limited to, striking (e.g., kicking, hitting, throwing objects at), or attempting to strike an official, coach, player or spectator. 

c. Repeat violations by an individual, team or institution will subject them to increasingly greater penalties.

