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FIT Applied Research Innovation Centers: Criteria and Policies
To ensure the aggressive pursuit of translational research and the rapid acceleration of technology transfer, commercialization and new venture creation, FIT Applied Research Innovation Centers will be subject to strict performance metrics and criteria and subject to policies that promote new ideas, commercially-viable research and production.  FIT Applied Research Centers will be granted a 2-year space commitment, renewable upon production metrics being met.  Each Center will develop, in concert with FIT and OTT, a production plan.  Criteria and metrics are:
Interdisciplinary/Cross Disciplinary Research Teams
Each FIT Center must include research faculty from at least two (2) academic disciplines, and preference will be given to those teams that include research faculty from more than one academic college.  FIT will not consider space or funding requests for any Center or project that does not meet these criteria.
Corporate/Industry Partnerships
Each FIT Center will be required to engage industry partners and the FIT will facilitate multiple opportunities for corporate partnership.  Each FIT Center must secure at least one corporate/industry-funded research contract or grant as part of its production metrics during the 2-year space commitment.  A collaborative research project with a corporate partner funded by a foundation or the government will meet this criteria.
Patent/Copyright/License Generation
Each FIT Center will be required to contribute to the University’s IP portfolio and/or contribute to the growth of University revenues through licensable innovation.  Within each 2-year cycle, each FIT Center must produce at least one executed license, facilitated by the Office of Technology Transfer.  Those Centers that produce licenses that launch new “start-up” companies will be given additional recognition and credit in determining space assignments and fund allocations.
FIT Affiliated Centers
FIT will create a policy framework for FIT Affiliated Centers that require laboratory space not available within the FIT.  These Centers will receive many of the same benefits of FIT-housed Centers and will be bound by many of the same production metrics.
Requirements
The requirements for admission to FIT and retention of FIT space are intended to be minimum requirements for consideration.  They are not intended to ensure space within the FIT.  FIT commitments will support the highest performing Centers, regardless of how many Centers meet the minimum requirements.  FIT shall be the final decision maker on admission into the FIT.
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