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Curriculum Vitae

Scott P. Marler

Associate Professor, Department of History 

University of Memphis

E-mail: spmarler@memphis.edu
General

Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Memphis (2013-current)

Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Memphis (Fall 2007–Spring 2013)

Assistant Editor, Journal of Southern History (July 2001–December 2003)

Associate Editor, Journal of Southern History (July 2000–June 2001)

Education 

Ph.D., History, Rice University, Houston, Texas, 2007 

Fields of specialization: U.S. South / Atlantic World, esp. economic, urban / rural, and intellectual / legal history

Doctoral Dissertation: “Merchants and the Political Economy of Nineteenth-Century Louisiana: New Orleans and Its Hinterlands.” Thesis committee: John B. Boles (chair), Allen J. Matusow (History), Alex C. Lichtenstein (History); and Chandler Davidson (Sociology)

Publications

1. Books
The Merchants's Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge University Press, 2013) 


Awards: 2014 Kemper and Leila Williams Prize for Best Book in Louisiana History, given by the Historic New Orleans Collection and the Louisiana Historical Association
2. Commissioned Chapters / Articles in Books 
“The Economics of Reconstruction” [with Peter A. Coclanis], in A Companion to the Civil War and Reconstruction, ed. Lacy K. Ford (Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers, 2005)

 “Labor Systems,” “Edward Atkinson,” “Davis Bend, Mississippi,” and “Jay Gould,” in


Encyclopedia of the Reconstruction Era, ed. Richard Zuczek (Westport, 


Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2006)

 “Country Stores,” “Mail-Order Houses,” “Peddlers,” and “Shopping Malls,” in Dictionary of American History, ed. Stanley I. Kutler (New York: Charles Scribners’ Sons, 2002)

3. Journal Articles (Peer-Reviewed)

“Interchange: The History of American Capitalism” (one of ten invited participants), Journal of American History (forthcoming, September 2014)

“Two Kinds of Freedom: Mercantile Development and Labor Systems in Louisiana Cotton and Sugar Parishes after the Civil War,” Agricultural History 85 (Spring 2011), 225–51
“‘A Monument to Commercial Isolation’: Merchants and the Economic Decline of Postbellum New Orleans,” Journal of Urban History 36 (July 2010), pp. 507–27

“‘An Abiding Faith in Cotton’: The Merchant Capitalist Community of New Orleans, 1860–1862,” Civil War History 54 (September 2008), pp. 247–76 (Awarded the Glenn Conrad Prize of the Louisiana Historical Association)

“Fables of the Reconstruction: Reconstruction of the Fables,” Journal of the Historical Society 4 (Winter 2004), pp. 113–37

“Merchants in the Transition to a New South: Central Louisiana, 1840–1880,” Louisiana  
History 42 (Spring 2001), pp. 165–92

4. Commissioned Review Essays
“Stuck in the Middle (Class) With You” [on Jonathan Daniel Wells, The Origins of the Southern Middle Class], Historical Methods 39 (Fall 2006), pp. 154–58

“Après le Déluge: New Orleans and the New Environmental History,” Journal of Urban History 32 (March 2006), pp. 477–90

5. Commissioned Book Reviews
Brian Ward et al., eds., The American South and the Atlantic World. Journal of Southern History (forthcoming, 2014)

Walter Johnson, River of Dark Dreams: Slavery and Empire in the Cotton Kingdom. Agricultural History 88 (Spring 2014)

Lawrence N. Powell, The Accidental City: Inventing New Orleans. Journal of American History 99 (March 2013)

Gene Dattel, Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power. Journal of Southern History 77 (August 2011)

Brian Schoen, The Fragile Fabric of Union: Cotton, Federal Politics, and the Global Origins of the Civil War. Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 108 (Autumn 2010)
Marcy Norton, Sacred Gifts, Profane Pleasures: A History of Tobacco and Chocolate in the Atlantic World.  Journal of World History 21 (December 2010)

Colin Kidd, The Forging of Races: Race and Scripture in the Protestant Atlantic World, 1600–2000.  Journal of Social History 43 (Fall 2009)

Jenni Bergal et al., City Adrift: New Orleans Before and After Katrina. Environmental History 14 (January 2009)
Richard H. Kilbourne Jr., Slave Agriculture and Financial Markets: The Bank of the United States in Mississippi, 1831–1852.  Louisiana History 49 (Summer 2008)

Frank J. Byrne, Becoming Bourgeois: Merchant Culture in the South, 1820–1865.  Journal of Southern History 73 (May 2008)

Robert W. Fogel, The Slavery Debates, 1952–1990: A Retrospective.  North Carolina Historical Review 81 (April 2004)

Susan Wiley Hardwick, Mythic Galveston: Reinventing America’s Third Coast.  Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 101 (Spring 2003)

Roger L. Ransom and Richard Sutch, One Kind of Freedom: The Economic Consequences of Emancipation (2nd edition). H-South/H-Net, September 2002 [Available online at http://www.h-net.org/reviews]

David J. Russo, American Towns: An Interpretive History.  Register of the Kentucky 
Historical Society 99 (Spring 2002)

Ted Ownby, American Dreams in Mississippi: Consumers, Poverty, and Culture, 
1830–1998. Southern Historian 21 (2000)

Charles Aiken, The Cotton Plantation South Since the Civil War.  Southern Historian 20 (1999)

JSH Book Notes: Dorman and Greenwald, eds., A Closer Look: The Antebellum Photographs of Jay Dearborn Edwards, 1858–1861. Journal of Southern History 75 (November 2009); Joseph E. Inikori, Africans and the Industrial Revolution in England, and David Ormrod, The Rise of Commercial Empires, Journal of Southern History 70 (May 2004); David A. Lincove, Reconstruction in the United States: An Annotated Bibliography, and Albert T. Morgan, Yazoo; or, On the Picket Line of Freedom in the South. Journal of Southern History 68 (February 2002); plus five others (1998–2001)
Conferences

“New Orleans, Latin America, and the Afro-Caribbean World: A Long View” (invited panelist), British Association of Nineteenth-Century Historians, Rice University, Houston, Tx., April 2014

“New Directions in the Political Economy of the South” (roundtable, invited), Southern Historical Association, St. Louis, Mo., November 2013

"Louisiana's Timber Industry" (invited commentator), Louisiana Historical Association, Alexandria, La., March 2013

"When Popular Meets Pedagogy" (invited chair/moderator), The Historical Society, Columbia, SC, June 2012

“Territorial and Colonial New Orleans in an Imperial World” (invited chair/moderator), Louisiana Historical Asociation, Lafayette, La., March 2011

“Merchant Capital and the Decline of the Atlantic World-System: The Case of Nineteenth-Century New Orleans,” Southern Historical Association, Charlotte, NC, November 2010
“Processes of Legal and Constitutional Change,” Interdisciplinary Workshop for College Instructors, Institute for Constitutional History, Yale University Law School, New Haven, Conn., July 2010 (invited participant)

“‘Good habits—save for his propensity to cheat’: Merchants of the Lower Mississippi Valley before the Civil War” (invited lecture), Arkansas Historical Association, April 2010

"Taking on Tenure-Track: Testimonials from the Trenches," Graduate Student Luncheon Forum (invited panelist), Southern Historical Association, Louisville, Ky., November 2009

“Minding the Store: Rural Merchants and Economic Reconstruction in Postbellum Louisiana,” Agricultural History Society, Little Rock, Ark., June 2009
“‘The Butler Did It’: Merchants, Bankers, and the Early Occupation of New Orleans,” Louisiana Historical Association, Monroe, La., March 2009

“Antislavery Reconsidered” and “Labor and Immigration” (Moderator), The Historical Society, Baltimore, Md., June 2008

“‘A Fixed and Settled Order Must Be Secured’: Merchant Capitalism in Antebellum New Orleans,” Southern Historical Association, Richmond, Va., November 2007

“Merchants and the Political Economy of Nineteenth-Century Louisiana: New Orleans and Its Hinterlands,” Nevins Dissertation Prize panel, Economic History Association, Austin, Tx., September 2007 [published with comments by Carolyn Moehling, Rutgers University, Journal of Economic History 68 (June 2008), pp. 584-90, 599-602] 

“Merchants of the Cotton South in the ‘Age of Capital’,” M. E. Bradford Dissertation Prize panel, St. George Tucker Society, Athens, Ga., August 2007

“The Political Economy of Secession and War: Louisiana’s Merchant Capitalist Community, 1860–1862,” Louisiana Historical Association, Lafayette, La., March 2006

“Class Tensions and Political Dissent on the Eve of the Civil War” (Commentator on author Jonathan Daniel Wells), St. George Tucker Society, Augusta, Ga., August 2005

“Merchant Capital and Southern Economic Development: A World-Comparative Perspective,” Houston Area Southern Historians Group (HASH), October 2004

 “Southern Textiles in Global Context” (Commentator on authors David L. Carlton and Peter A. Coclanis), St. George Tucker Society, Augusta, Ga., August 2004

 “Expanding Southern Education Historiography” (Moderator), The Historical Society, Booth Bay Harbor, Maine, June 2004

 “‘The Fruits Gone Sour’: Merchant Capital and the Postbellum South,” St. George Tucker Society, Atlanta, Ga., June 2003

“(Re)Constructing Business Institutions for a New South: Merchants and Agriculture in Postemancipation Louisiana,” Economic History Association session, American Historical Association, Chicago, Illinois, January 2003

“The Reconstruction of One Kind of Freedom: New Edition, New Thoughts,” The Historical 
Society, Atlanta, Ga., May 2002

“Rural Merchants and Consumers in a New South: Louisiana, 1840–1940,” Business History 
Conference, Palo Alto, Calif., March 2000

“Jurgen Habermas and American Pragmatism,” Southwestern Social Sciences Association 
Conference, San Antonio, Tx., April 1999

Professional Service

Board of Governors and Editorial Board, The Historical Society (2006–2013)

Glenn R. Conrad Prize Committee, Louisiana Historical Association (2012–2014; chair, 2014)

Everett E. Edwards Prize Committee, Agricultural History Society (2011–2014; chair, 2014)

Membership Committee, Southern Historical Association (2008–2009)

Publications Committee, Louisiana Historical Association (2006–2009)

Assistant Editor, Journal of Southern History (July 2001–December 2003)

Associate Editor, Journal of Southern History (July 2000–June 2001)

Awards / Grants

Kemper and Leila Williams Prize for Best Book in Louisiana History, jointly given by the Historic New Orleans Collection and the Louisiana Historical Association, for The Merchants’ Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South, March 2014
Professional Development Assignment, University of Memphis, Fall 2011

Glenn Conrad Prize, Louisiana Historical Association, March 2010, for the best article in Louisiana history from any source over the previous two years [for “An Abiding Faith in Cotton,” Civil War History 54 (September 2008), pp. 247-76]

Travel Enrichment Award, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Memphis, Spring 2010

M. E. Bradford Dissertation Prize for the Best Dissertation in Southern History, St. George Tucker Society, 2007

Finalist, Allan Nevins Prize for Best Dissertation in US Economic History, Economic History Association, 2007

Pre-Dissertation Research Grant, Economic History Association, 2003–2004

Mary Hayes Ewing Publication Prize, Rice University, 2002 and 2006

Felix A. Hirsch Grant, The Historical Society, 2004

Pitman Research Fellowship, Rice University, 2004

European Business History Association, Doctoral Travel Grant, Terni, Italy, 2001

Alfred D. Chandler Traveling Fellowship, Harvard Business School, 2000–2001

Simon Newcomen Travel Award, Business History Conference, 2000
Teaching / Courses and Seminars    (University of Memphis unless otherwise noted)
US History to 1877 (HIST2010), 2007–current

The New South (HIST3930), Spring 2013

US History since 1877 (HIST2020), Spring 2011

Graduate Seminar: The Americas in the Atlantic World (HIST7101), Fall 2009, Spring 2012

Graduate Seminar: US Historiography to 1877 (HIST7601), Spring 2009, Spring 2010, Fall 2012

US Constitutional History (HIST3840), Spring 2009, Fall 2010, Fall 2012, Fall 2013

The Atlantic World, 1400–1888 (HIST4051-6051), Spring 2008

Studies in Atlantic World Capitalism (HIST4059-6059), Fall 2007

The New South, 1877–1920 (University of Houston–Clear Lake), Summer 2004

Teaching / Graduate Students          (Total: 16 students / all work completed: 10)
  A. Masters:  Minor field advisor: 3   Major field advisor: 2   Thesis committees: 3 (director: 2)

  B. Doctoral: Minor field advisor: 5   Thesis committees: 3    Primary advisor: 1

Department and University Service

Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of History, 2011-13

History Department Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2008–14

Chair, Search Committee, Undergraduate Coordinator / Instructor, Spring 2013

Presenter, History Writing Workshop, Graduate History Association, March 2013

Search Committee, U.S. Colonial/Revolutionary, 2012-13

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2010-11, 2013-14

Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of History, 2010-11, 2011–12

Matthew S. McGaughran Scholarship Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2010, 2012
US History Survey Textbook Subcommittee (chair), 2008–9 and 2009​​–10

US History Curriculum Subcommittee (chair), 2009–10

Major Wilson Prize Committee for Best Graduate Paper, 2012

Major Wilson Prize Committee for Best Undergraduate Paper, 2009, 2010, 2011 (Chair)

History Department Newsletter (assistant editor), 2009–10

Banned Books Week (speaker), McWherter Library, University of Memphis, Fall 2009

“Imperial Borderlands: Shifting Geographies of Trade and Power in Old New York” (invited lecture), Phi Alpha Theta, Memphis, Tn., Spring 2009

Graduate Conference in African American History (commentator and paper-prize judge), September 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010

History Department Job Search Committee, U.S. South (1789-1860), 2008–9

History Department Job Search Committee, U.S./Latin America, 2008 (search cancelled)

History Department Staffing Committee, 2007-2010

History Department Graduate Program Revisions Subcommittee, 2008

Outreach

 “The Ties that Bind,” invited lecture, "Lincoln and the Constitution" traveling exhibit, McWherter Library, University of Memphis, August 2012

“‘Good habits—save for his propensity to cheat’: Merchants of the Lower Mississippi Valley before the Civil War” (invited lecture), Arkansas Historical Association, April 2010

Food for Thought reading group (invited speaker on the Founders), Memphis, Tn., October 2009

“What Would the Founders Think?” (commissioned editorial), Memphis Commercial-Appeal, July 5, 2009

West Tennessee History Day (competition judge), Spring 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013

Manuscript Refereeing 

Letter & Spirit: A Brief History of the US Constitution (book proposal), Routledge, (August 2011); Pearson Handbook of US History (Fall 2010); A People and a Nation, Oxford University Press (October 2009); French Colonial History (December 2008); Journal of Southern History (November 2008); Journal of the Historical Society (January, March 2007; December 2008); Business History Review (June 2004) 

Professional Affiliations

Agricultural History Association; American Historical Association; Economic History Association; The Historical Society; Louisiana Historical Association; Omohundro Institute for Early American History and Culture; Organization of American Historians; Southern Historical Association; St. George Tucker Society; Urban History Association

Pre-Doctoral Degrees

M.A., History, Rice University, May 2000. Primary field: U.S. South (director: John B. Boles). Minor fields: American intellectual history (director: Thomas L. Haskell); European intellectual history (director: Richard Wolin)

B.A. (magna cum laude), History, University of Houston–Clear Lake, December 1996

Correspondence to:

Scott P. Marler, Associate Professor

Department of History 

219 Mitchell Hall

University of Memphis

Memphis TN   38152-3450

E-mail: spmarler@memphis.edu
Phone: (901) 678-2515

[Professional references available upon request]
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