HISTORY

U N D E R G R A D U A T E   C O U R S E   O F F E R I N G S

Fall 2012
The History Department will offer the following 3000- and 4000-level courses in the Fall 2012 semester. The attached descriptions are designed to provide a clear conception of the course content.  It should be noted that while 4000 courses usually also include graduate students (6000-level), their content is governed by undergraduate requirements, and a distinct set of reading, writing, and grading expectations is maintained for undergraduate students.

History 2030-001   (Formerly History 3900; cannot be retaken for credit.)

HISTORY OF TENNESSEE – Charles W. Crawford

TR – 8:00-9:25

MI 305

             2030-002

HISTORY OF TENNESSEE – Staff

R – 5:30-8:30

MI 315

History of Tennessee is taught by lectures and class discussion.  The history of the state from earliest times to the present includes consideration of economic, geographic, political, social, and intellectual topics. Field trips to historic sites in West Tennessee are usually scheduled.  One textbook and three additional books are required.  Guest lecturers and special programs are used occasionally.

History 3122-001
ENGLAND SINCE 1714 – Andrew M. Daily
TR – 1:00-2:25

MI 305

The purpose of this course is to explore the modern history of Great Britain, from the 1707 Act of Union, which completed the Glorious Revolution and united together England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland into the single nation of Great Britain. During this time, Britain became the wealthiest and most powerful nation in Europe and, through its empire, the most powerful nation in the world. The constitutional settlement of 1689 established the framework for nearly 150 years of social peace, during which Britain launched the first industrial revolution, colonized India and Africa, and built the first modern technological society. By 1900, following a century of British consolidation and expansion, the sun literally never set on the British empire or on its commercial and economic interests. However, with World War I, the British empire began to go into a period of decline, cemented by the emergence of the USA and USSR following World War II, post-war decolonization and economic troubles at home. In recent decades, Britain has been transformed by immigrants from its former colonies and the very idea of Britain itself has been threatened as Scotland, Wales and Ireland have pushed for greater autonomy. In this course we will explore all this history and all these issues, with a strong emphasis on gender, race and empire. 

History 3281-001

HISTORY OF AFRICA TO 1500 – Dennis H. Laumann
MW – 12:40-2:05
MI 211
This course covers the history of Africa from human origins to the beginnings of African-European Atlantic trade in the fifteenth century. The major topics covered include the following: human origins and evolution; gathering-hunting societies; the beginnings of agriculture and complex technology; early African civilizations; kingdoms and empires of the classical age; early Christianity; the Indian Ocean world; the Trans-Saharan trade network; the spread of Islam; and the origins of African-European Atlantic trade. Classes mostly consist of lectures with occasional discussions and viewing of films. This course serves as the first of a two-semester introductory survey of African history. Note: Students who have earned credit for Hist 3280 may not receive credit for History 3281. 

History 38111-001

U.S. MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY – James R. Chumney
MWF – 9:10-10:05
MI 305
This course surveys military policy and military operations from the Colonial period through Vietnam.  Persistent military unpreparedness, general strategy, significant military legislation, major land and sea campaigns, the roles played by key military and civilian figures, and the development of an effective American high command are stressed.  This course is, in general, designed to provide the undergraduate with a broad overview of United States military history.


.
History 3823-001

ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE U.S. – James E. Fickle
TR – 9:40-11:05

MI 319

This course is a study of the United States’ economic development.  Students will read several books, prepare book reviews, and writer a term paper.  The class format will be both discussion and lecture.  
History 3840-001

U.S. CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY – Scott Marler
TR – 1:00-2:25

MI 203

This course will consider constitutional developments since the late colonial period, with an emphasis on the framing of the U.S. Constitution; the debates over its ratification; and the social, political, and economic contexts of significant Supreme Court decisions from the early national period through the late twentieth century.

History 3881-001
(Formerly History 4881; cannot be retaken for credit.)    

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY  - Arwin Smallwood
TR – 11:20-12:45

MI 200


This course, in the most general terms, is a study of the history and culture of African Americans.  It is designed to analyze some of the most important aspects of Black life and the attitudes of the dominant society within which Blacks lived. We will be particularly concerned with internal community developments, understanding the vital ways in which Blacks, by their own thoughts and actions, shaped their own lives and history in the United States and forged and nurtured their own culture even though they had to do this against a background of racial, social, and economic exploitation.  Throughout the semester we will explore varying theoretical frameworks for analyzing the experiences of African American peoples.

History 4022-001

ORAL HISTORY – Charles W. Crawford

TR – 2:40-4:05

MI 305

Oral history is a course in applied history, assisted by the equipment and collection of the Oral history Research Office.  It will deal with the utilization of tape-recorded interviews to document events in twentieth-century history.  Training will be given in interviewing, specific background research, and equipment selection and use.  Students will conduct their own interviews for group critiques as well as individual criticism, and each will see his project through to completion.  The course will encompass the whole oral history process in theory and practice, with emphasis on interviewing techniques.  The procedures of transcribing and editing tape-recorded historical material into manuscript form also will be included both in preparation and practice.

History 4056-001

GENDER AND SEXUALITY IN MODERN EUROPE, 1750-1945 – Glenn Ramsey

MWF – 10:20-11:15
MI 315
This course constitutes an upper-level, colloquial survey of the modern European history of women’s struggle for expanded political and reproductive rights, as well as changing gender and sexual identities for both men and women, from the onset of modernity in the mid-eighteenth century to the end of the Second World War.  The main themes include: (1) the expansion of a “public sphere” and transformation of the “sexes,” (2) industrialization and the re-evaluation of women’s work inside (and outside) the domestic sphere, (3) the spread of nationalism and socialism and their concomitant re-shaping of women’s demands for philanthropic and social reform, in particular the rise of demands for reproductive rights, familial reform, and public access to maternity care, and (4) the contextual origins of totalitarian and eugenic policies around women’s (and men’s) reproductive duties within the family-as-nation.  The course also addresses how alternative gender and sexual identities evolved as a central part of defining masculine and feminine roles in European society and family as it became increasingly reflective of middle-class notions of “respectability” and national (and imperial) responsibilities.  Alongside trends of compliance, the course material will explore in what ways these alternative social and cultural trends challenged and altered competing notions of “modernity” framed by state officials, healthcare providers, and politically influential individuals and groups.  

History 4058-001

U.S. GREAT MIGRATIONS SINCE 1900 – Pablo Davis

W – 5:30-8:30

MI 205

Our society’s celebration of and preoccupation with immigrant (particularly European) origins as central to national identity overlooks the significance of other kinds of origin and movement.  One of these, internal migrations, has involved millions of persons.  Three great northward and westward movements that reshaped U.S. politics, economy, society, and culture in the 20th Century—those of Southerners, Black and White, and of Puerto Ricans-are the central topic of this course. This three-way comparison will lead us to grapple with the outward passage of peoples form the U.S. South—but a larger south than is commonly considered, one including both the southern reaches of the Great Plains and the Caribbean islands.  Drawing on a range of historiographic, literary, and other sources, the course will consider the origins, unfolding, and consequences of these vast human relocations.  The spirit of the course is one of comparative exploration, but we will be alive to the connective dimension too: what happens when people from one of these migrations find themselves alongside people from another.  We’ll reflect on how these internal migrations are like, and unlike, immigration from other countries (Puerto Rico will pose this issue particularly sharply).  Among the other sources noted above, the course will draw on soul, country, salsa, and related musical genres as important auxiliary material for insight into the experience and impact of migration.

History 4059-001

DISEASE IN AMERICAN HISTORY – Margaret Caffrey

MW – 2:20-3:45

MI 307

This course will look at American society and culture through the lens of disease.  In studying the disease, we will examine the social and cultural context that surrounds it in a certain place and time. Topics to be explored begin with theories of disease from humours to the germ theory, and include the role of smallpox in decimating Native American cultures, as well as its impact on the American Revolution; the impact of cholera on cities of the 19th century; the devastation of Memphis by yellow fever and the desperate work to discover its cause in the Spanish-Philippine War.  We will see the devastation caused by the worldwide Great Influenza Epidemic which Americans participated in, and study the history of AIDs as it appeared in American society and in its global aspects.  Beyond this focus on epidemic diseases we will explore vitamin deficiency diseases such as rickets and pernicious anemia; public health campaigns against hookworm and VD; polio and its role in the life of Franklin Delano Roosevelt; diseases intended as biological warfare; how perceptions of a disease change over time, as in the case of TB, which changed from the romantic disease, to the disease of poverty and the slums.  We will also briefly examine diseases diagnosed in the past, like neurasthenia, that die out after a certain period, and conditions named as diseases in certain periods, like masturbation and homosexuality, which are not considered diseases today. Other topics we will explore include the scapegoating of groups and individuals as disease carriers or causes; race and disease, for example, in the Tuskegee experiment with syphilitic patients; gender and disease, in the example of diseases associated with higher education for women. Finally, we will chart the change in ideas of insanity and the insane throughout the history of the United States.

History 4062-001

VIKINGS AND THE WORLD  OF THE NORSE – Courtney Luckhardt

TR – 2:40-4:05

MI 205
The image of the Vikings in modern popular culture has been as fierce warriors or as Wagner’s opera-singing Viking women. Another common view of Vikings is that of the bloodthirsty pagan barbarians who descended upon peaceful monks or settlements. This view is based on the sources written by the early medieval victims of Norse raids. The later medieval Scandinavian saga literature painted their warrior ancestors as noble savages, and historians have examined the Vikings as one of these two extremes. 
     
However, Viking raids were merely one part of a complex adaptation by the Norse to the marginal lands of Scandinavia. Raids were certainly a portion of that adaptation, but so too were explorations, foreign settlement, trade, and extended subsistence activities at the home in Scandinavia. The Norse were also savvy merchants, gifted craftsmen, hardworking farmers, and cunning political players who built kingdoms in Europe, established relations with the Muslim world, and even made it to the shores of North America. 
      
This course will explore the culture, history, arts and worldviews of the Old Norse, including their mythology, the saga literature, and their conversion to Christianity. We will also investigate how the Vikings have been understood and represented through the centuries between their days and ours, and will ask questions about how our knowledge of the Vikings is produced.
History 4069-001

WAR IN THE MODERN WORLD – Stephen Stein

TR – 1:00-2:25

MI 319
This course will study the development of war and warfare from roughly 1400 to the present. Along with tactical means, operational methods, and the development of strategies to apply organized violence for political, economic, or social ends, the course will also examine differing theories of war and their historical development. The course will devote particular attention to the relationships between different cultures, changing technology, and the manner in which war has been conducted. 
    
The course will address both land and naval warfare, emphasizing conflicts not covered in detail in other University of Memphis history courses. Field warfare, siege or positional warfare, guerilla warfare and wars of economic attrition will be addressed as distinct branches of military theory and practice. Topics covered will include the psychology of war, the impact of war on civilian populations, the development and application of military technology, the industrialization of war civil-military relations, tactics and strategy, and the use of war as an instrument of policy.
History 4162-001
RUSSIA AFTER 1917 – Andrei Znamenski
TR – 11:20-12:45

MI 307
This course will explore the history of Russia from 1917 to the present day. We will start with the 1917 Bolshevik revolution and then examine the rise, development, and the dissolution of the Soviet Union/Soviet Communism in 1991.  We will also discuss the recent history of Russia, including the rise of Russian nationalism.  Soviet Union/Russia was/is a country populated by numerous ethnic groups and nationalities.  For this reason, the course places much emphasis on the development of Russia as a multinational state - the mosaic of vastly different Eurasian nationalities and cultures.  The classes are conducted in a lecture-discussion format.  The instructor lectures to introduce the material.  At the same time, students are expected to participate in class discussions, using the materials from their home readings: textbook chapters and documents/essays from the reader.  Exams (two tests) and quizzes (six quizzes) will be based on our class discussions and the materials from your textbook and the reader.  In addition to the textbook and the reader, in this course undergraduate students are assigned to read three books (these are usually books of memoirs and a novel) and to write three short book reviews based on these texts (five pages each). To enhance learning the course integrates the use of power point presentations along with video clips, films, and music.

 
History 4260-001
THE WORLD SINCE 1945 – Andrew M. Daily
T – 5:30-8:30

MI 305

This course treats global ideological, economic and political developments since World War II with emphasis on the rising affluence of the industrial free market, movement of former colonies to independence, and growth in diversity among Soviet bloc nations.

History 4321-001

GREEK EXPERIENCE – Suzanne Onstine
TR – 11:20-12:45

MI 203


Students in this course will be offered an in-depth survey of ancient Greek civilization, from its origins in the middle of the second millennium BCE through Alexander the Great and into the Hellenistic world.  While there will be considerable emphasis on the interactions of the Greek city states and the development of their institutions, these factors will be related to broader social trends as ell as to significant movements in thought as reflected in Greek literature.  Ancient sources in translation will be read and discussed in class, both to place emphasis on the ideas and to call attention to selected problems in Greek history so that students will be informed on some of the ways historians use sources to clarify inconsistencies in the ancient documents.
History 4323-001

EGYPT OF THE PHARAOHS – Suzanne Onstine
MW – 12:40-2:05
MI 205

Survey of ancient Egyptian civilization, covering major political and social developments, religion, writing and literature, Egypt’s relations with the rest of Africa, and sample problems illustrating how Egyptologists make sense of the scattered remains from which our understanding of ancient Egypt must be built.
History 4440-001

EUROPE IN THE AGE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION – Walter R. Brown
MWF – 11:30-12:25
MI 205

The French Revolution was one of the most dramatic and controversial events in the history of western civilization, and also one of the most influential.  Indeed, many historians agree with the R.R. Palmer that this amazing episode was the “turning point of modern civilization.”  This course seeks to look at this exciting era in the context of the eighteenth century and to evaluate Mr. Palmer’s bold claim.  In so doing, it is divided into two distinct, but closely related parts.  The second half of the course considers in some detail the events, personalities, and influential developments and contributions that gave the French Revolution a vital place in history.  The first half analyzes the forces in eighteenth-century life that produced this cataclysmic confrontation.  These include the social and economic tensions within the old regime, the struggle for power between the monarchy and aristocracy, Enlightenment thought, popular culture, and the emergence of the public sphere.tc \l1 "History 4670-001  Call #11816
UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS COURSES AT OFF-CAMPUS LOCATIONS

History 3811-501

U.S. MILITARYAND NAVAL HISTORY –
T – 5:30-8:30

OFF-CAMPUS:  Millington Center


This course reviews United States military and naval history from the American Revolution in 1776 up through the current engagements in Iraq and Afghanistan. Emphasis will be given to the armed forces continuing evolution through the adaptation of strategic planning and tactical operations in response to modernization and technology as well as the United States’ expanding role in international affairs. The role of the armed forces in a civilian controlled democratic republic will also be examined. Army ROTC cadets will be required to participate in an instructor led Staff Ride of one of the Civil War Battlefields in this area.
History 3881-501
(Formerly History 4881; cannot be retaken for credit.)    

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY – Staff

T – 5:30-8:30 

OFF-CAMPUS:  Whitehaven (Bishop Byrne)
This course, in the most general terms, is a study of the history and culture of African Americans.  It is designed to analyze some of the most important aspects of Black life and the attitudes of the dominant society within which Blacks lived. We will be particularly concerned with internal community developments, understanding the vital ways in which Blacks, by their own thoughts and actions, shaped their own lives and history in the United States and forged and nurtured their own culture even though they had to do this against a background of racial, social, and economic exploitation.  Throughout the semester we will explore varying theoretical frameworks for analyzing the experiences of African American peoples.
History 3920-501


THE OLD SOUTH – Colin B. Chappell
M – 5:30-8:30 

OFF-CAMPUS:  Millington Center
In this course, students will examine the social, religious, and political structures of the American South before the Civil War. Slavery provides one of the unifying themes of this course, and students should prepare themselves to see how systems of race formed the basis for much of the rest of life in the United States prior to emancipation.
History 3930-501

THE NEW SOUTH – Staff

R – 5:30-8:30 

OFF-CAMPUS:  Cordova High School

In this course, students examine how both change and continuity work through the social structures of the American South between the end of the American Civil War and World War I. Students should prepare to examine the ways that racial and gendered hierarchies interact with, influence, and are influenced by forces such as industrialization, urbanity, social reform, and the myth of the Lost Cause in the South at the turn of the century.

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS ONLINE HISTORY COURSES

The following courses are taught ONLINE by the History Department of The University of Memphis.

History 2030-M50, M51, M52 

TENNESSEE HISTORY – Staff
Online (WEB 100)

This course is a thematic and chronological survey of the Volunteer State’s history from its indigenous peoples to the present.  Through the use of lecture, discussion, primary and secondary source documents, music, and artifacts, the class will examine interactions among a variety of culture groups that shaped Tennessee society; investigate major political, social, and economic events that influenced state history; trace the intersections of Tennessee’s regional and national roles; and explore the historical process of change and continuity through time.  Course activities have been chosen and structured to promote effective communication and collaborative group interaction, as applied to critical listening, thinking, viewing, reading, and writing.  A textbook and document reader are required.
History 3212-M50

MODERN LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS – Guiomar Duenas-Vargas
Online (WEB 100)
This course surveys the history of Latin America since 1820, when most countries of the region obtained their political independence from Spain and Portugal and began a tortuous route towards state formation and economic independence.  The course will examine the historical roots of economic development and social inequality in the region as a whole.  Through historical texts the course explores the promises and frailties of nation-building in Latin America; the contradictions of liberalism; the increasing gap between the elites and the subaltern groups; the integration of the economy into the global system centered in Europe and the United States; urbanization and urban poverty; regional disparities and rural poverty; populism and modern culture; military dictatorship and repression; and contemporary prospects.  We will concentrate on Brazil, the Andean Countries, and Cuba, although other countries will not be excluded in the readings and lectures.

History 3320 -M50 
ANCIENT WORLD - Staff
Online (WEB 100)
This course is a survey of civilizations of ancient Egypt and the Near East, Greece, and Rome.
History 3811-M50

U.S. MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY – Staff 

Online (WEB 100)

In this course students will study and analyze the history of American military policy from the colonial period to the present.  The course focuses on the creation of American military institutions, the genesis of policy-making, the maintenance of civilian control over the military, the conduct of war, the interrelationship between foreign policy and military policy, the influence of American society upon the armed forces, and the influence of war on American society.
History 3863-50

)

SOCIAL AND INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF THE U.S. – Leigh Ann Wilson

Online (WEB 100)
History 3881-M50, M51 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY – Beverly Bond
Online (WEB 100)
History and culture of African Americans in light of their experiences; aspects of African American life and attitudes of dominant society within which African Americans lived; ways African American men and women shaped and nurtured their own lives, culture and history in U.S.
History 4057-M50
FROM COLONIALISM TO GLOBALISM - Andrew Daily

TR – 2:40-4:05

MI 209


This course traces the emergence of the modern world-system—i.e. our contemporary global arrangement of political, financial, and economic power—from the era of empire.  Beginning with the ‘New Colonialism’ of the late 18th century, the establishment and management of the 19th and 20th-century empires, the end of empire through both peaceful and violent decolonization, the Third World politics of the 1950s and 1960s and our contemporary moment of cultural and economic globalization, this course forces students to reflect on the roots of their own integrating world in the tortured and contentious history of the last two centuries.  Combining political, economic, and cultural approaches, this course is grounded in a discussion of exchange and movement: what is exchanged and what moves, what do exchange and movement mean to those involved in them, who can participate in and who is excluded from exchange and movement, and, finally, how do conceptions of movement and exchange develop over time and space.
History 4294-M50

MODERN JAPAN 1800 TO THE PRESENT– Catherine Phipps

Online (WEB 100)


This course is designed to help you learn about the history of modern Japan as well as Japan’s position in the world today.  We’ll cover everything from Japan’s early modern era to the latest events of today.  We won’t, however, treat these as two static points.  Instead, we’ll explore their connections and consider how history informs our understanding of current happenings.  We’ll also explore such themes as economic and technological development, foreign relations, imperialism, gender, intercultural exchange, and the study of history itself.
History 4863-M50

HISTORY OF CHILDHOOD IN AMERICA – Leigh Ann Wilson

Online (WEB 100)
History 4882-M50
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT – Kimberly E. Nichols
Online (WEB 100)
History 4-M50

LATE ANTIQUITY – Courtney Luckhardt
Online (WEB 100)
This course is designed to introduce students to the formative period of western medieval history, roughly from the third through the tenth centuries. We will be studying the people of Europe as they were between 300 – 1000. In this course, we have a window to this other culture, “The Middle Ages” in the books and texts that they left behind. 
 
We will emphasize the amalgamation of Roman, Germanic, and Christian traditions into a new medieval civilization. Our first task will be to explore the limits of “Europe” geographically, chronologically and conceptually. We will trace the development of communities and cultures; social relations and economic conditions; political, religious and intellectual institutions and thought. Or principal goal will be to acquire an informed understanding of certain topics and themes, such as “ethnogenesis” (nation or ethnic formation); the significance of monotheism (belief in one god) and the ideological and cultural function of belief systems; the nature of medieval source material, especially historical texts, religious texts and material culture (archaeology).
4260

This course is a survey of the Second World War.  As such it treats the causes of the conflict, the course of the war and the various outcomes.  Among the topics covered are the Versailles Treaty, the failure of the League of Nations, efforts at arms limitation, Japanese imperialism in Asia, the rise of Hitler, the Great Depression, the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, the invasion of Poland, blitzkrieg, the fall of France, the Battle of the Atlantic, Pearl Harbor, North Africa, the Battle of Stalingrad, Guadalcanal, Midway, island hopping, Okinawa, Normandy, the defeat of Germany, Chiang Kai Shek and the CBI theater, the decision to use nuclear weapons, the Japanese Surrender, the creation of the United Nations, and origins of the Cold War.  Some attention is given to domestic issues on both sides, including the Holocaust.  The principal focus of the course is on major battles and strategic considerations.  Students will read several books, including R.A.C. Parker’s History of the Second World War and John Keegan’s Six Armies in Normandy, and Ron Spector’s Eagle Against the Sun.  Students will take essay examinations and do some additional outside reading.

