HISTORY

U N D E R G R A D U A T E   C O U R S E   O F F E R I N G S

Fall 2015
The History Department will offer the following 3000- and 4000-level courses in the Fall 2015 semester. The attached descriptions are designed to provide a clear conception of the course content.  It should be noted that while 4000 courses usually also include graduate students (6000-level), their content is governed by undergraduate requirements, and a distinct set of reading, writing, and grading expectations is maintained for undergraduate students.

COURSES OFFERED ON-CAMPUS
History 3035-001
TECHNOLOGY AND CULTURE IN AMERICAN HISTORY – Amanda Lee Savage
MWF 11:30-12:25
MI 209
This course examines the interrelationship between technology and culture with emphasis on the 19th and 20th centuries. 

History 3281-001

AFRICA TO 1500 – Dennis Laumann
MW 12:40-2:05

MI 203
This course covers the history of Africa from human origins to the beginnings of African-European Atlantic trade in the fifteenth century. The major topics covered include the following: human origins and evolution; gathering-hunting societies; the beginnings of agriculture and complex technology; early African civilizations; kingdoms and empires of the classical age; early Christianity; the Indian Ocean world; the Trans-Saharan trade network; the spread of Islam; and the origins of African-European Atlantic trade. Classes mostly consist of lectures with occasional discussions and viewing of films. This course serves as the first of a two-semester introductory survey of African history. Note: Students who have earned credit for Hist 3280 may not receive credit for Hist 3281. 

History 3291-001

MODERN EAST ASIA – Catherine Phipps

TR – 1:00-2:25

MI 305

East Asia is an important region in today’s world.  This survey course will examine China, Japan, and Korea, and their dramatic transitions across two centuries.  We will explore both the deep connections among these nations and the important ways they differ and clash.  We will cover their histories from the early nineteenth century when East Asia centered on China, through the Western intrusion and rise of Japan’s own empire in Asia, to their often tense relationships today.  Using historical documents, fiction, film, scholarly writings, and contemporary news sources, we will try to understand their complex, integrated histories and how these shape their roles in the world today.

HIST 3301-001 

EARLY MODERN EUROPE - Amber Colvin
MW –5:30-6:55
Historians refer to Europe from roughly the end of the Renaissance to the French Revolution as "Early Modern," but what does this term really mean? The Early Modern period in Europe was a three century period filled with war, violence, sex scandals, witch hunts, scientific breakthroughs, doomsday movements, and huge changes in art, literature, and political and social structures - basically, it was chaos. This course will introduce students to the chaotic world of Early Modern Europe through intellectual, social, cultural, and political history and how historians' interpretations of this period have changed. Students will also master the skills necessary to research and write an original research paper on a selected topic in Early Modern European history.
History 3320-001

ANCIENT WORLD – Chrystal Goudsouzian

TR – 9:40-11:05

MI 305

Survey of civilizations of ancient Egypt and the Near East, Greece, and Rome

History 3823-001

UNITED STATES ECONOMIC HISTORY – James E. Fickle
TR 11:20-12:45

MI 319
This course is a study of the United States’ economic development.  Students will read several books, prepare book reviews, and writer a term paper.  The class format will be both discussion and lecture.  
History 3863-001

UNITED STATES SOCIAL AND INTELLECTUAL HISTORY – Christine Eisel
MW 12:40-2:05

MI 205

This undergraduate course will introduce students to the way Americans have thought about essential features of social and political order. Students will analyze the development of and debate over central ideas of equality, freedom, and individualism that have defined and shaped the order of common life. Students in this course will read relevant primary and secondary sources, think about what these tell us about ideas, arguments, assumptions and attitudes of past societies, write critical evaluations of the material presented, and discuss their own assumptions and conclusions of the topics presented.
History 3881-001
(Formerly History 4881; cannot be retaken for credit.)    

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY  - William C. Johnson
MWF – 11:30-12:25
MI 200


This course, in the most general terms, is a study of the history and culture of African Americans.  It is designed to analyze some of the most important aspects of Black life and the attitudes of the dominant society within which Blacks lived. We will be particularly concerned with internal community developments, understanding the vital ways in which Blacks, by their own thoughts and actions, shaped their own lives and history in the United States and forged and nurtured their own culture even though they had to do this against a background of racial, social, and economic exploitation.  Throughout the semester we will explore varying theoretical frameworks for analyzing the experiences of African American peoples.
History 3905-001
HISTORY OF MEMPHIS – Charles W. Crawford

W – 2:30-5:30

MI 211
History of Memphis is taught mainly by lectures and class discussion.  The history of the area from earliest times to the present includes consideration of economic, geographical, political, social, and intellectual topics.  Field trips to historical sites in Memphis are usually scheduled.  One textbook and three additional books are required.  Guest lecturers and special programs are used occasionally.
History 3930-001
THE NEW SOUTH – Michele Coffey
MWF – 10:20-11:15
MI 305

This course is an introduction to southern history from the Reconstruction period through the early twenty-first century.  The goal of the course is for students to gain familiarity with the social, cultural, economic, and political circumstances and forces that have shaped the dynamic and varied populations of the Southeastern United States.  Throughout the semester, we also will assess and analyze the relationships between historical events and actors and ongoing political and social debates related to the region.  Students in the course will develop and argue historical interpretations based on primary sources, secondary readings, and lecture materials.  Additionally, the course explores approaches to the study of southern material culture, and we will all visit and analyze the National Civil Rights Museum once during the semester.

History 4054-001
CONSPIRACY AND AMERICAN CULTURE  – Scott Marler
TR – 11:20-12:45

MI 203

The contemporary social theorist Frederic Jameson has described conspiracy theories as “the poor person’s cognitive mapping [for] the postmodern age . . . a desperate attempt to represent the total logic of late capital.” The pervasiveness of such thinking today is clearly visible in a recent public-opinion survey showing that over half of 18-to-34 year olds believe that the Bush Administration was aware of the World Trade Center attacks in advance—and perhaps even helped plan them. This course, however, will seek to place such often-dubious propositions in historical context by demonstrating how deep-seated fears of conspiracy and subversion have been a persistent theme in American political culture dating back at least to the Revolutionary era of the eighteenth century. We will examine a wide variety of conspiracy scares—both real and imagined, on both left and right—throughout U.S. history; but of equal importance, we will also aim to develop a better understanding of the social psychologies and latent functions of what historian Richard Hofstadter famously termed “the paranoid style in American politics.”



History 4055-001

SEXUALITY IN 20TH CENTURY UNITED STATES – Sarah Potter
TR – 2:40-4:05

MI 209

This course introduces students to the main issues, events, and transformations in American sexuality from 1900 to the present.  We will interrogate how the meaning and politics of sex have changed over time, the emergence of new categories of sexual identity, and the many intersections of sexuality, race, gender, and class. Students will also master the skills necessary to research and write an original research paper on a selected topic in the history of sexuality.
History 4059-001

BLACK MEMPHIS – Beverly Bond

TR – 1:00-2:25

This course will focus on the social and cultural, political, and economic roles of African Americans in Memphis from the early nineteenth century through the early twenty-first century.  The course will place Memphis in the context of state, regional and national events, and will explore issues of race, class and gender both within African American communities and between African Americans and other populations in the city.  We will first explore the early migrations of African Americans into Tennessee and into Memphis/Shelby County, the lifestyles of enslaved and free African Americans in the area; the impact of Civil War emancipations and migrations on social, political, and economic life in Memphis; African American communities that developed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century; the impact of Progressivism on the city’s black communities; the Civil Rights and Black Freedom movements in the city, and racial dynamics in contemporary Memphis.

History 4062-001

URBAN JAPAN – Catherine Phipps

TR – 9:40-11:05

MI 305

In this course we will explore the formation and development of Japanese cities over the course of the past one thousand years. As we consider their physical, political, socio-economic, and cultural histories, we will also be learning about Japanese history and urban history more generally. We’ll consider, for example, how a city’s form might promote or reflect specific functions and ideas, how public spaces differ from private spaces, and how urban hierarchies shift according to local, national, and global circumstances.
History 4064-001

CHINESE CULTURE AND SOCIETY THROUGH FILMS – Yan Gao

W – 5:30-8:30

MI 209


This course is about film, culture and history. It does not pretend to be a history of film, but is both an introduction to some issues of Chinese culture and society and an examination of how Chinese history is treated in film, especially Chinese film of the past twenty years. We have selected some well-made films exploring some key issues of Chinese culture and society, including Zhang Yimou’s early works, documentaries made in the U.S. with Chinese assistance, and several works by leading Italian, Taiwanese and Chinese American directors. In a few cases themes will be illustrated in excerpts. The readings consist of topical articles and book chapters. The weekly sessions will normally begin with a film viewing and conclude with discussion. Our purpose is to explore the social atmosphere and central issues in Chinese culture and society in juxtaposition to the films, developing critical skills in writing, observation, film, and historical imagination.

History 4065-001

WEIMAR GERMANY – Glenn Ramsey
MWF 9:10-10:05

MI 203
This course explores the literature, art, theater, and cinema of the Weimar Republic, Germany between 1918 and 1933, in order to better understand the revolutionary visions of modernity, with regard to gender, sexuality, and socio-economic and political change, produced within an historical context of global catastrophe.    Whether during the aftermath of national defeat and revolution (November 1918), the hyperinflation of the early 1920s (1921-1924), or the Great Depression (1927-1933), Germany witnessed some of the most progressive cultural and social movements of twentieth-century Europe, during these momentous years of the inter-war period.  And yet, the nation ultimately succumbed to one of the most disastrous scourges of the European Right, Nazism.  How could this be?  The answer to this query lies in part with the vortex of contradictory cultural meanings (as representation) generated within the unstable dynamics of revolutionary political change itself.  In this course, we will discover and analyze these contradictory cultural meanings as they both shaped and haunted public imaginings of an as yet indefinable modern German republic.   

History 4105-001
WAR IN THE ANCIENT WORLD – Steven Stein
MWF – 10:20-11:15
MI 209

This course covers the development of war and warfare from roughly 2000 BCE to 1200 ACE, that is from the Bronze Age to the great Mongol conquests, with a particular emphasis on Greek and Roman warfare. Along with tactical means, operational methods, and the development of strategies to apply organized violence for political, economic, or social ends, the course will also examine differing theories of war and their historical development. The course devotes particular attention to the relationships between different cultures, changing technology, the influence of culture on war and war on society and culture, the conduct of war, and the reasons for war.   The course will address both land and naval warfare. Field warfare, siege or positional warfare, guerrilla warfare and wars of economic attrition will be addressed as distinct branches of military theory and practice. The course will focus on six dominant themes: the tactical and operational means by which armed force has been applied: military strategy and interstate diplomacy; reciprocal effects of war and political systems on one another; social and economic bases of military activity; impact of war on society; soldiers’ experiences of war.

History 4162-001
RUSSIA AFTER 1917 - Andrei Znamenski

TR – 1:00-2:25

MI 319
This course will explore the history of Russia from 1917 to the present day. We will start with the 1917 Bolshevik revolution and then examine the rise, development, and the dissolution of the Soviet Union/Soviet Communism in 1991.  We will also discuss the recent history of Russia, including the rise of Russian nationalism.  Soviet Union/Russia was/is a country populated by numerous ethnic groups and nationalities.  For this reason, the course places much emphasis on the development of Russia as a multinational state - the mosaic of vastly different Eurasian nationalities and cultures.  The classes are conducted in a lecture-discussion format.  The instructor lectures to introduce the material.  At the same time, students are expected to participate in class discussions, using the materials from their home readings: textbook chapters and documents/essays from the reader.  Exams (two tests) and quizzes (six quizzes) will be based on our class discussions and the materials from your textbook and the reader.  In addition to the textbook and the reader, in this course undergraduate students are assigned to read three books (these are usually books of memoirs and a novel) and to write three short book reviews based on these texts (five pages each). To enhance learning the course integrates the use of power point presentations along with video clips, films, and music.

History 4320-001

ANCIENT NEAR EAST – Suzanne Onstine
TR – 11:20-12:45

MI 209
In the course we will survey the earliest civilizations of the Near Eastern and Mediterranean areas.  Beginning with the Neolithic Revolution, we will examine the rise of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Syria-Palestine, Turkey (Hittites), and the Aegean (Cyprus, Minoan Crete, and Mycenean Greece).  The regional interconnections that culminated in the ‘first internationalism’ (c. 1500-1200 BCE) will receive special attention, as will the migrations that periodically disrupted the ancient world, ending in the breakup of the great national empires in the twelfth century BCE.
History 4702-001
U.S. SINCE 1945 – Aram Goudsouzian
MW – 2:20-3:45

MI 305
This course surveys American political, economic, social, and cultural life from 1945 to the present.  It explores such topics as the United States' role in the Cold War at home and abroad, major social movements to promote racial and gender equality, the American economy's role in driving international and domestic developments, and the rise of the New Right in American politics.

History 4879-001
AFRICA TO THE AMERICAS – Susan O’Donovan

W – 2:30-5:30

MI 307

Designed to introduce some of the major debates in colonial African American history, this course will also introduce students to the historian's craft.  Drawing insight from shared readings in the historical literature and informed by close analysis of primary sources, students will learn how to research and write a scholarly paper.
COURSES OFFERED OFF-CAMPUS

History 3881-501
(Formerly History 4881; cannot be retaken for credit.)    

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY – Staff

MW – 11:05-12:30 
OFF-CAMPUS:  Carrier Center, Collierville

History 3881-502
(Formerly History 4881; cannot be retaken for credit.)

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY – E. Yancy

F – 5:30-8:30

OFF-CAMPUS:  Millington
This course, in the most general terms, is a study of the history and culture of African Americans.  It is designed to analyze some of the most important aspects of Black life and the attitudes of the dominant society within which Blacks lived. We will be particularly concerned with internal community developments, understanding the vital ways in which Blacks, by their own thoughts and actions, shaped their own lives and history in the United States and forged and nurtured their own culture even though they had to do this against a background of racial, social, and economic exploitation.  Throughout the semester we will explore varying theoretical frameworks for analyzing the experiences of African American peoples.

History 3920-501

THE NEW SOUTH – Staff
T – 6:30-9:30

History 4067-501


RELIGION IN AMERICA – Colin Chapell
M – 5:30-8:30 

OFF-CAMPUS:  Millington
This course will present a broad overview of the landscape of the history of religion in the United States.  As an historical survey, we will look at issues in the history of religion in America from the first encounters of Europeans with Native Americans through the present day.  A broad range of themes and topics will be covered in this course.  Issues as diverse as race, cultural identity, gender, the new spirituality, formal theology, syncretism, and unbelief will all be covered in this course.  Some emphasis will be given to the unique expressions of American Christianity, its dominance and diversity, due to its place in the American psyche, though students should take away a clear understanding of the remarkable range of belief in the United States.  As a 4000/6000 level course, students should be aware that this will be a reading intensive course.

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS ONLINE COURSES
History 3035-M50

TECHNOLOGY AND CULTURE IN AMERICAN HISTORY – Micki Yvonne Kaleta
Online

This course examines the interrelationship between technology and culture with emphasis on the 19th and 20th centuries. 

History 3811-M50

UNITED STATES MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY – Staff

Online

History 3840-M50
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY – Anna L. Krouse
This course will discuss constitutional developments from colonial period to present with emphasis on English heritage, constitutional antecedents of revolutionary era, origins and growth of federal system under Constitution of 1787, and evolution of modern constitutional government in United States.

History 3881-M50 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY – Beverly Bond
Online
History 3881-M51

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY - Staff 

This course considers the history and culture of African Americans in light of their experiences; aspects of African American life and attitudes of dominant society within which African Americans lived; ways African American men and women shaped and nurtured their own lives, culture and history in U.S. 

History 4292-M50

MODERN CHINA – Yan Gao

Online

Assuming no prior knowledge with the history or culture of China, this course examines the history of China from 1600s onwards. We focus on its social dynamics, cultural traditions, and interrelationships among social groups, as well as scholarly interpretations on modern China. Some important topics include: the rise and fall of the Qing dynasty, Western imperialism and internal social disorders during the nineteenth century, party rifts and world wars during the brief Republican period (the first half of the twentieth century), the Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution of Mao’s regime, and the post-Mao economic developments up to the Olympic Games of 2008 in Beijing. We pay special attention to the changes and continuities of traditional Chinese society in the modern world. We mainly use academic books and scholarly articles, but occasionally we use auxiliary materials such as films and novels for further understanding of various themes. 

History 4386-M50

INTRODUCTION TO MUSEUMS – Caroline T. Mitchell
Online

In this online course, students will examine the intersection of Native American, African, African American, European and Euro-American individuals and societies through an analysis of the pervasive belief in the supernatural throughout early America, with special focus on the colonial era. Students will consider how cultural differences, including the influence of religions, economics, and politics, shaped views on the supernatural and affected outcomes for those accused of behavior outside the accepted community mores. While the Salem witchcraft crisis will be a focal point of the course, students will consider the traditions of supernatural belief, as well as other concerns and accusations of occult behavior in order to contextualize and explain the Salem crisis. Students will analyze court records, religious tracts, and print culture as well as modern-day depictions of the supernatural in early America, providing a more complete understanding of competing ideologies and the dynamics of power that informed and were influenced by constructs of race, ethnicity, status, gender, and power.
History 4506-M50
EUROPEAN CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL HISTORY – Michael Lejman

This course is a survey of major ideas, figures, and events in European Cultural and Intellectual History focusing on the Enlightenment through the present. We will begin with the construction of European culture and thought prior to 1750 and discuss the extent to which the Enlightenment, along with the French and English Revolutions, represent a fundamental break with the past.  From there we will proceed through an examination of not only key thinkers and concepts, but changing terms of cultural belonging and lived experience in Europe over the course of the revolutions, Industrialization, and the upheavals of the 20th century.  From challenges to religious establishments, to the rise of nationalism, modern capitalism, the socialist/communist response to modernity, and the project of European integration post-1989, we will seek out the origins of ideas that define modern European history and the experiences of Europeans and immigrants whose lives shape and are shaped by this history. Assignments will require students to connect primary sources to our shared course material and introduce them to the particular methodologies of cultural and intellectual history.

History 4863-M50

HISTORY OF CHILDHOOD IN AMERICA – Staff
Online

This course is a historical consideration of children and childhood in American society from the early seventeenth century to the present. 

History 4882-M50
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS – Kimberly E. Nichols
Online
This course presents the “long” Civil Rights Movement which transcends the classic phase (1954-1968) of the freedom struggle to include the groundwork laid during the New Deal, World War II and the Cold War.  We will begin the course by exploring the biracial alliances and labor organizing of the 1930s and 40s, and then examine the efforts to force the federal government to close the gap between its democratic promises of freedom and the reality of white supremacy of the South during World War II and the Cold War.  From there, we will investigate the significant events, leaders, issues, and strategies of the Movement from the Brown decision to the Poor People’s Campaign. 
