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David Patterson




301 Mitchell, x2919

JDST 3801: Jewish Thought 



Hours: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. W & by appt
SYLLABUS



                   
e-mail: dapttrsn@memphis.edu

Texts


Rosenzweig, Franz.  Understanding the Sick and the Health
Buber, Martin.  I and Thou  

Levinas, Emmanuel.  Ethics and Infinity

Patterson, David.  Emil L. Fackenheim
Patterson, David.  Hebrew Language and Jewish Thought.  
Course Description and Requirements
In this course we shall examine the fundamental principles and concepts, of modern Jewish thought within the contexts of Judaism and modern Western thought.  The purpose of the course is to determine (1) what makes Jewish thought Jewish, (2) what defines Jewish thought as it is expressed in the tension between the Jewish religious tradition and the Western philosophical tradition, (3) what might distinguish other currents of thought and traditions as non-Jewish, and (4) how Jewish thought and Judaism might be related to other traditions and ways of thinking.  Key issues to be addressed in these considerations include ways of thinking about G-d and holiness, relations between time and the eternal, concepts of humanity, the nature of good and evil, meaning in life and in death, and others.

In the process of exploring such issues, students will write two papers of at least 1200 words each.  Papers should focus on a text or concept examined in class.  The papers will be evaluated on the basis of their (1) analytical depth, (2) organizational integrity, (3) eloquence of style, and (4) grammatical correctness.  Papers are worth 100 points each.  There will also be a take-home final exam worth 50 points. Thus students may earn a total of 250 points.  No late assignments will be accepted, except under highly unusual circumstances.  The University policy on plagiarism applies.
Reading Schedule and Due Dates for Assignments

25 Jan:  Rosenzweig, pp. 1-20


27 Jan: Rosenzweig, pp. 21-38


1   Feb:  Rosenzweig, pp. 39-58


3   Feb: Rosenzweig, pp. 59-83


8   Feb:  Rosenzweig, pp. 85-end


10   Feb: Buber, pp. 55-75


15 Feb: Buber, pp. 76-96


17 Feb: Buber, pp. 96-122


22 Feb: Buber, pp. 123-143

24 Feb: Buber, pp. 143-168


1  Mar: Levinas, pp. 1-18   
       
3  Mar: Levinas, pp. 21-44    


15 Mar: Levinas, pp. 47-72   [First paper due] 

17 Mar: Levinas, pp. 75-92      

22 Mar: Levinas, pp. 95-end    

24 Mar: Patterson, Fackenheim, pp. ix-29       

29 Mar: Patterson, Fackenheim, pp. 30-56    

31 Mar: Patterson, Fackenheim, pp. 57-91   
 5 Apr: Patterson, Fackenheim, pp. 92-122   
 7 Apr: Patterson, Fackenheim, pp. 123-54 
12 Apr: Patterson, Fackenheim, pp. 155-end  
14  Apr: Patterson, Hebrew, pp. 1-23   
19  Apr: Patterson, Hebrew, pp. 23-47   

21  Apr: Patterson, Hebrew, pp. 47-69  

26  Apr: Patterson, Hebrew, pp. 70-92  

28  Apr: Patterson, Hebrew, pp. 92-109 [Second paper and final exam due]

