JDST 4671: Jewish Literary Texts


301 Mitchell, x2919
SYLLABUS





Hours: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. W & by appt
David Patterson


                  
dapttrsn@memphis.edu
Required Texts

David Patterson, Greatest Jewish Stories 
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz  

Isaac Bashevis Singer, The Penitent 
Robert Alter, Modern Hebrew Literature
Course Description 

Beginning with the narrative tradition in Jewish cultures throughout history, this course goes on to examine the development of Jewish literary texts in modern times; selections from the modern period include fiction both from Israel and from other Jewish communities.  The texts selected, then, come from a variety of international literatures that include Jewish literature as part of their development.  The purpose of the course is to impart to you an understanding of Jewish literary texts as they reflect the cultures, traditions, and issues that the Jews have faced over the centuries in a variety of different countries and contexts.

Course Requirements

In order to develop a deeper understanding of the cultures and the lives that have shaped Jewish literature, you will write a research paper on a topic connected with the texts studied.  This project will be done in five parts: (1) a two-page outline, including thesis statement, and bibliography—worth 50 points; (2) a research paper of at least 2,500 words—worth 100 points; and (3) a final exam—worth 50 points.  Thus the total points possible in the course is 200.  With the approval of the instructor, you may write on any topic, but all research topics should focus on a specific text or author.  While the instructor is your audience for the topic proposal and prospectus, the audience for your research paper is the general community of scholars. 


The research papers will be evaluated according to the depth of (1) analysis, insight, and argument; (2) organizational integrity; (3) eloquence of style; and (4) grammatical and mechanical correctness.  Because this is a research paper, you must use at least three different outside sources.  You should treat the rough draft as a final draft and turn it in with your final draft. 


In borderline cases class participation will become a factor in determining the grade.  The University’s policy on plagiarism applies.  

Reading Schedule and Due Dates for Assignments

25 Jan: Patterson, 15-58

27 Jan: Patterson, 58-103

1   Feb:  Patterson, 104-147

3   Feb: Patterson, 148-190

8   Feb:  Patterson, 191-234

10 Feb: Patterson, 234-276

15 Feb: Patterson, 276-316

17 Feb: Patterson, 317-355

22 Feb: Patterson, 355-end
24 Feb: Levi, 13-55

1  Mar: Levi, 56-86
       
3  Mar:
 Levi, 87-130






15 Mar: Levi, 131-end

17 Mar: Singer, Chap. 1-5    [Outline due]

22 Mar: Singer, Chap. 6-11

24 Mar: Singer, Chap. 12-end

29 Mar: Alter, 1-38

31 Mar: Alter, 41-84
 5 Apr: Alter, 87-124
 7 Apr: Alter, 127-176
12 Apr: Alter, 179-224
14  Apr: Alter, 227-264
19  Apr: Alter, 267-310

21  Apr: Alter, 313-350

26  Apr: Alter, 353-end

28  Apr: Discussion  [Paper and final exam due]

