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David Patterson




301 Mitchell, x2919

JDST 4801: Jewish Mysticism


Hours: 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. Thurs & by appt

                   

SYLLABUS


                   

e-mail: dapttrsn@memphis.edu

Texts


Kaplan, Aryeh. Meditation and Kabbalah
Steinsaltz, Adin.  The Thirteen Petalled Rose.  

Patterson, David.  Overcoming Alienation.
Matt, Daniel.  Zohar: Annotated and Explained.
Course Description 

This course is a study of the fundamental principles of the Jewish mystical tradition and the development of its basic concepts.  Topics explored include medieval mysticism, Kabbalah, Lurianic mysticism, Chasidism, modern mystical movements, and others.  There are no prerequisites for the course.  The purpose of the course is to determine (1) what distinguishes Jewish mystical thought as Jewish and as mystical and (2) how Jewish mystical thought might be related to other ways of thinking.  Key issues to be addressed in these considerations include concepts of G-d, origins of the world, concepts of humanity, the nature of good and evil, meaning in life, etc.
Course Requirements
The primary written component for this course is a research paper on a topic connected with Jewish mysticism.  This project will be due in two stages: (1) a two-page outline, including thesis statement, and bibliography—worth 50 points and (2) a typed paper worth 100 points.  With the approval of the instructor, students may write on any relevant topic; all research topics should pertain to Jewish mysticism.  The audience for your research paper is the general community of scholars in Jewish mysticism.  You will also write a take-home final examination in essay format (500 words) worth 50 points.  The total points possible for the course is 200.

The research papers will be evaluated according to (1) depth of analysis, insight, and argument; (2) organizational integrity; (3) eloquence of style; and (4) grammatical and mechanical correctness.  Because this is a research paper, you must make use of at least three different sources.  The paper must be a minimum of 2500 words in length.  Each portion of this project must be turned in on time; no late assignments will be accepted, except under highly unusual circumstances. 

Here are a couple of useful and reliable websites for mystical texts and teachings: http://www.ascentofsafed.com and http://www.koshertorah.com.

Reading Schedule and Due Dates for Assignments

3 Sept:  Kaplan, pp. 7-40

8   Sept: Kaplan, pp. 41-82

10 Sept: Kaplan, pp. 83-114

15 Sept. Kaplan, pp. 117-154

17 Sept: Kaplan, pp. 155-189

22 Sept:  Kaplan, pp. 190-221

24  Sept: Kaplan, pp. 222-260

29  Sept: Kaplan, pp. 263-313

1   Oct: Steinsaltz, Ch. 1-2

6   Oct: Steinsaltz, Ch. 3-4
8   Oct:  Steinsaltz, Ch. 5-6

13  Oct: Steinsaltz, Ch. 7-8
       
15  Oct: Steinsaltz, Ch. 9-10 
22 Oct: Patterson, 13-44 

27   Oct: Patterson, 45-82 

29   Oct: Patterson, 83-117 [Outline due]

3  Nov: Patterson, 118-151

5  Nov: Patterson, 152-186

10     Nov: Patterson, 187-end

12     Nov: Zohar, 3-14

17   Nov: Zohar, 15-30
19   Nov: Zohar, 31-44
24   Nov: Zohar, 45-58
1   Dec: Zohar, 59-82

3   Dec: Zohar, 83-110
8   Dec:  Zohar, 111-end [Paper due; final exam due]
