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Course Description:

This course will trace the emergence and development of political Zionism and the modern State of Israel.  Topics to be covered include the rise of modern Jewish nationalism and Zionism, the ‘Jewish Question,’ the Mandate for Palestine, Jewish immigration, the Yishuv, the Arab Revolt, political, military and economic developments prior to and following Independence, modern Israeli society and politics, the role of religion in the state, the Arab-Israeli conflict and the emergence of Palestinian nationalism, Mizrachi empowerment, peace efforts, the Intifada (I & II), the rise of militant Islam, and Israel’s future in the region.
Course Objectives:

The aim of this course is to expose you to many of the major themes and events in modern Zionist history and the history of the modern State of Israel through readings, lectures, discussion, and film.  No prior knowledge of Jewish or Israeli history is required.  Emphasis will be placed upon improving students’ analytical and conceptual skills through discussion, analysis of primary sources, and writing on topics related to the subject matter.  The course paper will allow students to critically explore a topic of interest or author’s perspective in greater depth.
Course Requirements:

We will have several in-class discussions.  Where appropriate, original documents or website links will be provided for supplemental reading.  Students are expected to have read the assigned materials before each class.  Regular attendance and participation count toward the semester grade.  The written requirements include a midterm and a final exam, 3 response papers (2-3 pages in length) and a critical review paper/topic paper (6-8 pages in length) due the last day of class.  Guidelines for the response papers and the critical review paper, as well as a list of suggested books for critical review, will be given in class.

The final grade will be based on a combination of: midterm (20%), final exam (30%), critical review/topic paper (25%), response papers (3 x 5% = 15%), and participation (10%).  Late assignments will be penalized.  You must hand in all written work to be assigned a grade for the course.  Cheating and/or plagiarism will NOT be tolerated and will be grounds for failing the particular assignment and the course.

Attendance, Participation, Etiquette:  Regular attendance and participation in class and reading discussions count toward the semester grade.  More than 2 unexcused absences will affect your course grade.  Make-up exams are not given.  Students are responsible for any work missed.  Please turn off all electronic communication devices before class begins.  Texting, tweeting, IM’ing, emailing, etc. are not permitted during class.
Grading Scale:

The course grading scale is as follows:  A=100-94; A-=93-90; B+=89-88; B=87-84; B-=83-80; C+=79-78; C=77-74; C-=73-70; D+=69-68; D=67-64; F=63-0.
Assignments and lecture topics may be modified during the course of the semester as the instructor determines class interests and needs.

Required Books:

The following books are available for purchase at the university bookstore.  They may also be purchased used from: www.amazon.com, www.alibris.com, www.abebooks.com, www.biblio.com, etc.
•Herzl, Theodor.  The Jewish State, 1896 (this edition1988).

•Rosenthal, Donna.  The Israelis: Ordinary People in an Extraordinary Land (2003).

•Sachar, Howard.  A History of Israel from the Rise of Zionism to Our Time (1996)—Course Textbook.

Original documents & supplemental material:

Additional material (particularly original documents) will sometimes be discussed in lecture.  This material will be available online or provided by the instructor.  A partial list of internet addresses of use for this course follows:

•Avalon Project at Yale Law School, Middle East Documents, 1916-2001:
   avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/mideast.asp
•Internet Modern History Sourcebook, Documents:  www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook.html

•Israeli News in English: www.haaretz.com, www.jpost.com, www.ynetnews.com
•Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs (Policy Research & Info.): www.jcpa.org

•Knesset, History: www.knesset.gov.il/history/eng/eng_hist_all.htm

•Middle East Media Research Institute, News in translation: memri.org

•MidEast Web, History and Resources:  www.mideastweb.org/history.htm

•Palestinian News in English: www.palestinechronicle.com, www.bethlehemnews.com
•Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive, State of Israel/Pre-State sections: w3.castup.net/spielberg/

•World News, Global Site with Good Regional Coverage:  www.wn.com/

There are many other good sites.  If you find any of particular use please share this information with the class.

Class Schedule:

August 30

Initial impressions:  Why study Modern Israel?  Why does Modern Israel exist?
  When does its history begin?
Class Exercise: Taking a history—How historical events and group membership

 shape our lives.

September 1

19th century European nationalism and its discontents: Where do the Jews fit?



  Sachar, pp. 3-32

September 6

19th c. nationalism and other developments (cont.)
September 8

Herzlian Zionism




  Sachar, 36-64; Herzl, The Jewish State, entire.

Response Paper 1: What marks Herzl’s state as uniquely Jewish?  Why does he feel

  the need for such a state?  What form(s) does he anticipate it taking? How does he

  propose accomplishing his task?  Is he a visionary or a man of the late 19th century?

  Explain why you believe he is one or the other, or a bit of both.
September 13

The Yishuv before the Great War



  Sachar, pp. 65-88; Arthur Hertzberg on “The Zionist Idea”, UMDrive
September 15

Balfour Declaration: Significance and Intent



  Sachar, pp. 89-115

Hussein-McMahon Correspond.: wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Letters_between
  _Hussein_Ibn_Ali_and_Sir_Henry_Mcmahon

  Sykes-Picot Agreement:  avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/sykes.asp
  Balfour Declaration:  www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/balfour.html (bring docs. to

    class)

September 20

Mandatory Palestine:  the British Arrive



  Sachar, pp. 116-137




    Mandate for Palestine:  avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/palmanda.asp
September 22

Building the Yishuv: Money, Ideology and Land



  Sachar, pp. 138-162

September 27

Arab-Jewish Confrontation: Initial Hostilities?



  Sachar, 163-201; Rashid Khalidi, “A Failure of Leadership” in The Iron Cage: the
    Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood, pp. 65-104, UMDrive
September 29

No Class (Rosh Hashanah)

October 4

Arab Revolt and the Peel Commission Report: Repudiation of a Jewish National

  Home?

  Sachar, pp. 201-226; Rashid Khalidi, “The Revolt, 1948, and Afterward,” The
    Iron Cage, pp. 105-39, UMDrive
  Michael Cohen, “Appeasement in the Middle East: the British White Paper on

    Palestine, May 1939” The Historical Journal 16(3) Sept. 1973, 571-596,
    UMDrive



  British White Paper of 1939: avalon.yale.law.edu/20th_century/brwh1939.asp



    (bring to class)
Response Paper 2:  What, in your opinion, is the significance of the White Paper of 

  1939?  Does it adequately address Arab and/or Jewish concerns as laid out by

  Sachar?  Discuss those concerns.  What do you think the British hoped to

  accomplish with its issuance?  Alternate:  What are Khalidi’s principle arguments?

  What evidence does he present to support them?  Do you find his arguments and

  evidence convincing?  If so, why, if not, why not?  You may also want to discuss

  how he differs from Sachar in his narrative and interpretation of events and their

 significance.
October 6

World War II & the fate of Europe’s Jews



  Sachar, pp. 227-253

  Alexandria Protocol: avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/alex.asp



  Arab League Pact: avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/arableag.asp
October 11

Irgun, Lehi, Haganah, Jewish Agency & the British: Push to Independence & 




  UNSCOP



    Sachar, pp. 279-314
    UN Partition of Palestine: avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/res181.asp
October 13

Midterm Exam
October 18

No Class (Fall Break)

October 20

War for Independence




  Sachar, pp. 315-354; Watch film clip: youtube.com/watch?v=6ZDSBF5xtoo

  Declaration of Israeli Independence: avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/israel.asp

  (bring document to class).
October 25

Ingathering of Exiles I



Sachar, pp. 395-428; Moshe Lissak, “The Demographic-Social Revolution in the

  1950s: the Absorption of the Great Aliya” Journal of Israeli History: Politics,

  Society, Culture 22:2 (2003): 1-31, UMDrive



Movie: Sallah, Part I (Israel 1964)

October 27

Class Cancelled

November 1

Ingathering of Exiles II




Devorah Hacohen, “The Law of Return as an Embodiment of the Link Between

  Israel and the Jews of the Diaspora” Journal of Israeli History 19:1 (1998): 61-89,

    UMDrive



  Movie: Sallah, Part II

November 3

Beyond Independence: Refugees from and to the Arab World, Allies & the Quest for

  Survival

Sachar, pp. 429-472




Response Paper 3: Compare and contrast Sachar and Lissak’s views and discussion

  of immigration to what you saw in Sallah.  Is any portrayal a more accurate

  depiction?  Is any approach more useful, and if so, how so?  What do you think 

  Sallah’s director, Ephraim Kishon, hoped to accomplish?

November 8

Crises: Nasser, Pan-Arabism, Sinai and Suez




  Sachar, pp. 472-514

November10

The Six Day War: Triumph or Tragedy in the Making?




  Sachar, pp. 615-701;




  UN Security Council Resolution 242: avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/un242.asp
November 15

The First Intifada, Hamas, & the Possibility of Peace?




  Sachar, pp. 957-1003; Elie Rekhess, “The Evolvement of an Arab Palestinian

    National Minority in Israel” Israel Studies 12:3 (2007): 1-28, UMDrive



  Hamas Covenant: yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/mideast/hamas.htm (bring to class)




  Treaty of Peace between Israel & Jordan: avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/Jordan




    _treaty.asp (bring to class)
November 17

Israeli Culture & Diversity



  Movie: No. 17 is Anonymous (Israel, 2003)




  Sachar, pp. 1080-1097; Asher Arian, “Elections and Voting  Patterns” in Uzi
  Rebhun and Chaim Waxman, eds. Jews in Israel: Contemporary Social and
  Cultural Patterns, UMDrive
November 22

Discussion of No. 17 is Anonymous and Rosenthal, pp. 1-169; 173-243; 327-394



  Israeli Culture & Diversity (cont.)
November 24

No Class (Thanksgiving Break)
November 29

Religion in Israel

  Chaim Waxman, “Religion in the Israeli Public Square” in Jews in Israel,
    UMDrive
December 1

Post-Zionism and the New Historians: Scholars or Ideologues?

  Ilan Pappe, “Critique and Agenda: the Post-Zionist Scholars in Israel,” History &




    Memory 7:1 (Spring/Summer 1995): 66-86; Anita Shapira, “Politics and
    Collective Memory: The Debate over the ‘New Historians’ in Israel” History &
    Memory 7:1 (Spring/Summer 1995): 9-40; Shapira, “Strategies of Historical

    Revisionism” Journal of Israeli History, 20:2 (2001): 62-76, all on UMDrive
  Ilan Pappe/Katz Haifa University controversy (handouts)

December 6

Wrap-up.  Critical Review Papers due, review sheets given out.
December 13

***Final Exam, 10:30 am-12:30 am***
PAGE  
2

