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UNIV 7200—Liberal Studies/Holocaust Studies
         David Patterson

SYLLABUS—Fall 2009



         301 Mitchell, x2919

R 5:30-8:30 p.m.


                                 Hours: 2:30 – 4:00 Thurs. & by appt







         e-mail: dapttrsn@memphis.edu

Required Texts 
Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  
Bauer, Yehuda.  History of the Holocaust. 


Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz.  


Nomberg-Przytyk, Sara.  Auschwitz: True Tales from a Grotesque Land.  

Ka-tzetnik 135633.  Shivitti: A Vision.  

Patterson, David. Emil L. Fackenheim.  


Littell, Franklin. The Crucifixion of the Jews.
Optional Texts
      
Patterson, David. Wrestling with the Angel   

Patterson, David.  After-Words
Course Description and Requirements
This course takes an interdisciplinary approach to one of the most problematic events of human history: the Shoah.  The purpose in examining this topic is not simply to gather information or to arrive at some explanation; nor is it to be overcome with despair or anger or outrage.  The aim, rather, is to address the questions of good and evil, of divinity and humanity, of truth and responsibility that arise from this event, so that we may better understand its singular significance for human life.  

To that end students will study a small part of the response to the event and endeavor to come up with their own response to it; this response will be made in a variety of forms.  First, students will write a research paper on a topic connected with the event.  They will carry out this project in two stages: (1) an outline of three to four pages, including thesis statement, and bibliography—worth 50 points and (2) a typed final draft—worth 100 points.  With the approval of the instructor, students may write on any topic, but all research topics should integrate a variety of academic disciplines as they pertain to the Shoah.  And each paper should as to an understanding of the Shoah.  The total points possible in the course is 150.  This total of 150 points will be the basis of the grade for the course; in borderline cases class participation will become a factor in determining the grade.

The research paper will be evaluated according to (1) the depth of analysis, insight, and argument; (2) organizational integrity; (3) eloquence of style; and (4) grammatical and mechanical correctness.  Because this is a research paper, students will be required to use at least six different sources.  The paper must be a minimum of 4,500 words in length.  Each portion of this project must be turned in on time; no late assignments will be accepted, except under highly unusual circumstances.  The University’s policy on plagiarism applies.
Reading Schedule and Due Dates for Assignments

Sept   10: Wiesel, Night; Bauer, History of the Holocaust [Note: No class]
Sept  17: Bauer, History of the Holocaust 
Sept  24: Levi, Survival in Auschwitz 

Oct    1: Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
Oct    8:  Sara Nomberg-Przytyk, Auschwitz 
Oct  15: Sara Nomberg-Przytyk, Auschwitz 
Oct  22: Ka-tzetnik, Shivitti [Note: Class will meet in the Fogelman Executive Center at 7:30]
Oct  29: Ka-tzetnik, Shivitti—Thesis Statement, Outline, Bibliography Due 
Nov 5: Patterson, Emil L. Fackenheim
Nov 12: Patterson, Emil L. Fackenheim
Nov 19: Littell, Crucifixion of the Jews
Dec 3: Littell, Crucifixion of the Jews —Paper Due 
