THE AMERICAN JEWISH EXPERIENCE
JDST 4720

Dr. Sara Abosch
University of Memphis, Spring 2012
Class:  Monday & Wednesday  12:40-2:05  Mitchell Hall 205
Office Hours:  Mon. & Wed. 11:00-12:25and by appt., Mitchell Hall 422
E-mail:  sabosch@memphis.edu
Phone:  919-621-0616

Course Description:

This course will explore the history of Jews and Judaism in America from colonial times to the present.  It will trace the growth of the American Jewish population, the synagogue, American-Jewish identity, and social and political consciousness.  Demographic, cultural, religious, and economic developments will be studied with particular attention given to the Americanization, acculturation and (at times) assimilation of multiple waves of Jewish immigrants.  Intergenerational, intercultural and inter-religious tensions will be studied.  Secular American-Jewish culture will also be explored.  This course will help students to think critically not only about the history of Jews in America, but about the evolving place of minorities/ethnic groups within the larger American society.

Course Objectives:

The aim of this course is to familiarize students with the events, developments, and historical interpretations that comprise our understanding of the American Jewish experience and its various meanings through readings, lectures, discussion, and film.  Emphasis will be placed upon improving students’ analytical and conceptual skills through discussion, analysis of primary sources, writing, and speaking on topics related to the subject matter.

Course Requirements:

We will have several in-class discussions.  Where appropriate, original documents or website links will be provided for supplemental reading.  Students are expected to have read the assigned materials before each class.  Regular attendance and participation count toward the semester grade.  The written requirements include 5 response papers (3-4 pages each); occasional 1 page summary essays—topics assigned in class (these will count toward participation grade), and a final exam.  Guidelines for the review papers and will be given out in class.  The final exam will likely be in take-home form, but this will be decided later in the semester.

The final grade will be based on a combination of: 5 response papers (12% each x 5 = 60%), final exam (30%), and class participation/attendance (10%).  Late assignments will be penalized.  You must hand in all written work to be assigned a grade for the course.  Cheating and/or plagiarism will NOT be tolerated and will be grounds for failing the particular assignment and the course.  Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own.  If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or academic dishonesty, ask!

Attendance & Participation:  Regular attendance and participation in class and reading discussions count toward the semester grade.  Class begins at the scheduled time and attendance is taken at the beginning of class.  More than 2 unexcused absences will affect your course grade.  Students are responsible for any work missed.

In-class Etiquette:  Turn off all electronic communication devices before class begins and put them away.  Texting, tweeting, IM’ing, emailing, etc. are not permitted during class.  Notes are to be hand-written.  Note-taking is a skill that students need to master.  Students must get instructor’s permission for computer use in class.

Grading Scale:

The course grading scale is as follows:  A=100-93; A-=92-90; B+=89-87; B=86-83; B-=82-80; C+=79-77; C=76-73; C-=72-70; D+=69-67; D=66-63; F=62 or below (university does not grant a D-).

Assignments and lecture topics may be modified during the course of the semester as the instructor determines class interests and needs.

Required Books:

The following books are available for purchase at the campus bookstore.  They may also be purchased used from: www.amazon.com, www.alibris.com, www.abebooks.com, www.biblio.com, www.half.com, and www.barnesandnoble.com.

•Calof, Rachel.  Rachel Calof’s Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains.
•Cohen, Edward.  The Peddler’s Grandson: Growing up Jewish in Mississippi.
•Diner, Hasia.  The Jews of the United States: 1654-2000.
•Moore, Deborah Dash.  GI Jews: How World War II Changed a Generation.
•Riis, Jacob.  How the Other Half Lives (online book).
•Sarna, Jonathan.  American Judaism: A History.
•Suberman, Stella.  The Jew Store: A Family Memoir.
•Yezierska, Anzia.  Bread Givers.

Original documents & supplemental material:

Additional material (particularly original documents) will sometimes be discussed in lecture.  This material will be available online or provided by the instructor.  Additional sources include:

•Center for Jewish History: www.jewsinamerica.org
  Includes multimedia presentations and chronologies; an excellent source.
•Internet Jewish History Sourcebook: www.fordham.edu/halsall/jewish/jewishsbook.html
  A source for documents on Jews and Jewish life from Biblical times to the present.
•The Jewish Americans: a PBS documentary.  We will watch occasional clips in class.

Class Schedule:

January 18		Initial impressions:  What is the American Jewish Experience?  What historical
  sources are available to study it?  What can we learn from it?
Class Exercise: Charting the basic outlines of American history and American-Jewish history.

January 23		Origins of the American-Jewish Community (1654-1776)
			  Diner, 13-40; Sarna, 1-30
			Locate and bring in two newspaper or journal articles representative of an
  aspect of American-Jewish life from online paper or Commercial Appeal.
January 25		Early Americanization
			  Diner, 41-67; Sarna, 31-61

January 30		Union & Disunion,
			  Sarna, 62-134 
February 1		Old versus New, East versus West, Immigration & Settlement, 1820-1924
			  Diner, 71-111; Sarna, 135-165

February 6		Class Discussion: From Russia to North Dakota—One Woman’s Experience
  Calof, Rachel Calof’s Story (entire); Eisenberg, “From Cooperative Farming to
    Urban Leadership,” from Jewish Life in the American West: Perspectives on
    Migration, Settlement, and Community, Kahn (ed.) UM drive
			First Response Paper Due: Guidelines will be given out in class 1/30.
February 8		Life in America: Religious Adaptation, Social & Cultural Organization
			Diner, pp. 112-154; Sarna, 165-207

February 13		Politics and Strife: Building the Republic and Jewish Community
			  Diner, pp. 155-202; Whitfield, “Confederate Stories: The
    Sanger Brothers of Weatherford, Dallas, and Waco,” from Lone Stars of David:
    The Jews of Texas, Weiner & Roseman (eds.), UM drive; Rosen, “Jewish 
    Confederates,” from Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History, Marcie Cohen
    Ferris & Mark Greenberg (eds.), via handout
February 15		Of American Judaism and American-Jewish Culture: Anxieties & Changes
			  Sarna, 208-271

February 20		Of American Judaism and Jewish Culture (cont.)
			  Singer, “‘Loud Talk, Flashy in Dress, Offensive in Display of Jewelry’: The
    American Hebrew and Distinctions among American Jews, from Representations
    of Jews Through the Ages, Greenspoon & Le Beau (eds.), UM drive
February 22		Abe Cahan, The Forverts & the New York City Immigrant
  Jewish Experience (also Jacob Riis)
  Yezierska, Book I;  Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives: Intro. & Chapt. I, X, XI
    www.tenant.net/Community/riis/title.html

February 27		Class Discussion: Bread Givers, Anzia Yezierska & Jewish Immigration (cont.)
			  Yezierska, Books II & III
			  Second Response Paper Due: Guidelines will be given out in class 2/20
February 29		American Jews and the Labor Movement, readings to be announced

March 5		Spring Break
March 7		Spring Break

March 12		Class Cancelled
March 14		Class Discussion: The Southern Small Town Jewish Experience
			  Suberman, The Jew Store (entire)
			  Third Response Paper Due: Guidelines will be given out in class 2/29

March 19		American Jews: the Interwar Years
			  Diner, pp. 205-258; Miller, “The Zale Story: Diamonds for the
    Rough,” from Lone Stars of David: The Jews of Texas, Weiner & Roseman,
    (eds.) UM Drive
March 21		Film: Gentleman’s Agreement (Part I) or The Chosen (Part I)

March 26		Film: Gentleman’s Agreement (Part II) or The Chosen (Part II)
March 28		Class Discussion: War as an Engine of Change?
  Moore, GI Jews: How World War II Changed a Generation (entire)
Fourth Response Paper Due: Guidelines will be given out in class 3/21

April 2		World War & Holocaust
			  Sarna, 272-306; Diner, “Before “The Holocaust” American Jews Confront
			    Catastrophe, 1945-1962; Henry L. Feingold, “Who Shall Bear Guilt for
    the Holocaust? The Human Dilemma,” readings via handout
April 4			Post-War Prosperity & Change
			  Diner, pp. 259-304; Sarna, pp. 293-327

April 9			Post-War (cont.)
			  Arthur Goren, “A ‘Golden Decade’ for American Jews: 1945-1955”; Deborah
    Dash Moore, “Jewish Migration in Postwar America: The Case of Miami and Los
    Angeles”; Clive Webb, “A Tangled Web: Black-Jewish Relations in the
			    Twentieth Century South,” readings via handout
April 11		Class Discussion:  Sixty’s and Beyond—‘Changing’ American-Jewish Identity?
Cohen, The Peddler’s Grandson (entire); Diner, pp. 305-358; Dollinger, “The
    Counterculture,” from California Jews, Kahn & Dollinger (eds.) UM Drive.
Fifth Response Paper Due: Guidelines will be given out in class 4/4

April 16		Jewish Women in America, Part I
  Paula Hyman, “Immigrant Women and Consumer Protest: The New York City
    Kosher Meat Boycott of 1902”; Hasia Diner & Beryl Lieff Benderly, “‘America
    in Everybody’s Mouth’: Fleeing the Pale”; Diner & Benderly, “‘Everything
    Possible’: Immigrant Women at Work” from Her Works Praise Her: A History of
    Jewish Women in America…, readings via handout
April 18		Jewish Women in America, Part II
			  Diner & Benderly, “‘So Good You Would Not Know’: Finding a Career by
    ‘Helping Out’”; Diner & Benderly, “‘No One Will Stop You’: Feminism’s 
    Second Wave”; Jenna Weissman Joselit, “The Jewish Home Beautiful,” readings
    via handout

April 23		Wrap-up and review.
			  Sarna 3017-376
Take home final exam given out in class today.
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