David Patterson





301 Mitchell, x2919

JDST 4511/UNIV 4511: Holocaust Studies

Hours: 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. T & by appt  

                   

SYLLABUS


                   

e-mail: dapttrsn@memphis.edu

Required Texts


Elie Wiesel, Night  


Yehuda Bauer, History of the Holocaust

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

Sara Nomberg-Przytyk, Auschwitz: True Tales from a Grotesque Land


Ka-tzetnik 135633, Shivitti


David Patterson, Emil L. Fackenheim  

Franklin Littell, The Crucifixion of the Jews

Optional Texts

Ehrenburg, Ilya and Vasily Grossman, eds.  The Complete Black Book of Russian Jewry.   


David Patterson, Wrestling with the Angel

David Patterson and John Roth, eds., After-Words
Course Description and Requirements
     In this course we shall take an interdisciplinary approach to one of the most problematic events of human history: the Holocaust.  The purpose of examining this topic is not simply to gather information or to arrive at some explanation; nor is it to be overcome with despair or anger or outrage.  The aim, rather, is to address the questions of good and evil, of divinity and humanity, of truth and responsibility that arise from this event, so that we may better understand its singular significance for human life.  

To that end we shall study a small part of the response to the event and endeavor to come up with our own response to it.  For you, the student, this will mean writing a research paper on a topic connected with the event.  You will carry out this project in two stages, turning in (1) a two-page outline, including thesis statement, and bibliography worth 50 points, and (2) a typed final draft of at least 2,500 words worth 100 points.  With the approval of the instructor, students may write on any topic, but all research topics should integrate a variety of academic disciplines as they pertain to the Holocaust.  

The research papers will be evaluated according to (1) depth of analysis, insight, and argument; (2) organizational integrity; (3) eloquence of style; and (4) grammatical and mechanical correctness.  Because this is a research paper, you will be required to use at least four different sources; you may use books, articles, the internet, interviews, films, and other sources.  The internet sites for U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, http://www.ushmm.org/, and for Yad Vashem, http://www.yadvashem.org/, are reliable.  No late assignments will be accepted, except under highly unusual circumstances.

In addition, you will you will write a take-home final examination of 500 words in essay format worth 50 points.  Thus the total points possible in the course is 200.  In borderline cases class participation will become a factor in determining the grade.  The University policy on plagiarism applies.  

Reading Schedule and Due Dates for Assignments

20 Jan:  Wiesel, pp. vii-61

22 Jan: Wiesel, pp. 61-end


27 Jan: Bauer, pp. 15-60

29 Jan: Bauer, pp. 61-120


3   Feb:  Bauer, pp. 121-182

5   Feb: Bauer, pp. 183-247


10 Feb: Bauer, 248-306 

12 Feb: Bauer, pp. 307-end 

17 Feb: Levi, pp. 13-64 

19 Feb: Levi, pp. 65-122 


24 Feb: Levi, pp. 123-end  
       
26 Feb: Nomberg, pp. 3-44 

3  Mar: Nomberg, pp. 45- 88   

5  Mar: Nomberg, pp. 89-122   

17 Mar: Nomberg, pp. 123-61    [Outline due]

19 Mar: Ka-tzetnik, pp. xv-28  


24 Mar: Ka-tzetnik, pp. 31-73   

26 Mar: Ka-tzetnik, pp. 77-115   


31 Mar: Patterson, pp. ix-56    

 2  Apr: Patterson, pp. 57-91  

 7 Apr: Patterson, pp. 92-154   
 9 Apr: Patterson, pp. 155-end   

14 Apr: Littell, pp. 1-35   
16  Apr: Littell, pp. 35-65   

21  Apr: Littell, pp. 65-95

23  Apr: Littell, pp. 95-end 


28  Apr: Discussion [Paper and final due]

