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Harvill C. Eaton is a native of Nashville, Tennessee, and currently resides in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee, a suburb of 
Nashville.  He is married to the former Lois Acuff of Seattle, Washington; and they have two children, Christopher 
Eaton and Mary Beth Blair, and four grandchildren.  Lois is a licensed social worker. 
 
Dr. Eaton graduated from public schools in Nashville, and in Fall 1966 enrolled at Tennessee Technological 
University, in Cookeville.  He received baccalaureate and master’s degrees in engineering science and mechanics in 
1970 and 1972, respectively.  Following his studies at Tennessee Tech, he enrolled in the Graduate School at 
Vanderbilt University, and was awarded a PhD in materials science in 1976.  While in graduate school at Vanderbilt, 
he taught mathematics at Nashville State Community College. 
 
After receiving his doctorate, Dr. Eaton began a career in higher education that began in September 1976 at 
Louisiana State University as an assistant professor in the Department of Engineering Science, and later he 
transferred to LSU’s Department of Mechanical Engineering.  He taught courses in materials science, statics and 
dynamics, vibrations, thermodynamics, statistical mechanics, and supervised the senior design sequence required of 
all mechanical engineering students. 
 
Dr. Eaton’s research was in materials science and was supported by grants and contracts from federal and state 
agencies including the National Science Foundation, Department of Defense, Department of Energy, Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and numerous private companies.  He was awarded two United 
States Patents.  He also served as a consultant to several major corporations in the United States and Europe.  
Beginning in 1978, he taught at Tennessee Technological University as an assistant professor in the TTU’s 
Department of Engineering Science.  He returned to LSU in 1980 and remained there until 1997.  In 1981, LSU 
awarded Dr. Eaton a sabbatical leave at the Chalmers University of Technology in Goteborg, Sweden. 
 
Dr. Eaton’s career involved academic administration at three institutions.  His first post began in 1985 when he was 
appointed Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in the LSU College of Engineering, then moved to the position of 
Associate Dean for Research.  He served as the Director of the Center for Advanced Microstructures and Devices, 
was then appointed to serve as LSU’s Associate Vice Chancellor for Research, and finally chosen to serve as LSU’s 
Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic Development.  In 1997, Dr. Eaton was appointed to the position of 
Vice President for Research at Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  At Drexel, he was a leader in a 
partnership with Tenet Healthcare Corporation that assumed control of the assets of the bankrupt Allegheny 
University of the Health Science.  In the partnership, Drexel acquired the schools of medicine and allied health and 
Tenet acquired the hospitals.  He was promoted from the research vice president’s position to be the University’s 
Provost. 
 
In 2004, Dr. Eaton was selected to be President of Cumberland University in Lebanon, Tennessee.  Cumberland is a 
small, private liberal arts college founded in 1842.  He retired from Cumberland in September 2015, and is now 
writing and advising about higher education and technology development. 
 


