C. Program Accountability

Points:

Purpose:

Evaluation:

Processes:

25 points for universities; 15 points for two-year institutions

This assessment indicator is designed to provide incentives for institutions to achieve and maintain
program excellence and accreditation.

For those programs that are accreditable, evaluation will be based on the percentage of eligible
programs which are accredited. For those programs that are non-accreditable, evaluation will be
based on a set of objective and qualitative standards. Institutions must evaluate each non-accreditable
program at least once during the five year performance funding cycle.

1.

10.

Only programs which appear on the Tennessee Higher Education Commission Program
Inventory are eligible under this standard. Options, concentrations, or other sub-majors are not
covered under this standard, even if separately accredited.

A program is defined as eligible for the accreditation aspect of this indicator if there is a
recognized agency which accredits programs for that field and degree level. Commission staff
will maintain a list of approved accrediting agencies. The Commission reserves the right to
determine if program accreditation is consonant with institutional mission and/or the state
master plan for higher education.

Institutions or groups of institutions may petition the Commission through their respective
governing boards to include, or exclude accrediting agencies from the approved list. An
agency may be added/deleted upon affirmation from a majority of the institutions affected by
the nominated agency.

All institutional programs should be considered for accreditation, unless they meet the
following exceptions:

* Have been approved by the Commission for fewer than five years, unless the program is
accredited by a recognized agency;
Have been terminated or are being phased out by governing board action;
e  Have been placed on "inactive" status by the governing board;
e  Appropriate accrediting agency does not exist:
*  Have obstacles to accreditation because of program organization or curriculum.
Proposals for changes in the eligibility of programs must be submitted to Commission staff by
January 1 of each year of the cycle.
If multiple programs are accredited by a single agency, each program counts separately for this
indicator,
A program eligible for accreditation by more than one agency will be counted only once for this
indicator, although all accreditation must be reported so that the Commission can maintain
accurate accreditation data.
External reviews must be conducted by at least one qualified out-of-state consultant selected
through a process which has received prior approval from board and Commission staff. Selection
of consultants is subject to review by governing boards and Commission staff,
All non-accreditable degree and certificate programs must be evaluated through program
review. Only those programs that are low-producing are exempted from the program review
portion of this indicator. Low producing programs are defined as follows:

e Associate or bachelors degree programs that did not generate an average of 10
graduates per year, or a minimum of 30 graduates during the prior cycle.
e Masters degree program that did not generate an average of 5 graduates per year, or a
minimum of 15 graduates during the prior cycle.
e Doctoral degree program that did not generate an average of 3 graduates per year, or a
minimum of 9 graduates during the prior cycle.
If a degree or certificate program is claimed as a low-producing exemption, this claim must be
accompanied with documentation detailing the role of the program with respect to the
university’s mission and justification for the exemption.






