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Quick Facts 
Project: National Survey of Student 

Engagement(NSSE) 
Project Support: The NSSE is supported by grants from 

Lumina Foundation for Education and 
The Pew Charitable Trusts. 

The NSSE is cosponsored by The 
Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching and The 
Pew Forum on Undergraduate 
Learning. 

.
Survey Name: The College Student Report
.
NSSE Director: George Kuh
.
Survey Design: National design team chaired by Peter 

Ewell,  National Center for Higher 
Education Management Systems 

.
Administration:   Indiana University Center for 

Postsecondary Research in 
cooperation with the Indiana University 
Center for Survey Research 

.
Objectives: The National Survey of Student 

Engagement(NSSE) is designed to 
obtain, on an annual basis, information 
from scores of colleges and universities 
nationwide about student participation 
in programs and activities that 
institutions provide for their learning 
and personal development. The results 
will provide an estimate of how 
undergraduates spend their time and 
what they gain from attending college. 
Survey items on The College Student 
Report represent empirically confirmed 
"good practices" in undergraduate 
education. That is, they reflect 
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behaviors by students and institutions 
that are associated with desired 
outcomes of college.  

Institutions will use their data to identify 
aspects of the undergraduate 
experience inside and outside the 
classroom that can be improved 
through changes in policies and 
practices more consistent with good 
practices in undergraduate education. 
This information is also intended for 
use by prospective college students, 
their parents, college counselors, 
academic advisers, institutional 
research officers, and researchers in 
learning more about how students 
spend their time at different colleges 
and universities and what they gain 
from their experiences. 

.
NSSE Colleges & Universities In the first 4 years, over 1350 schools 

and 725 different colleges and 
universities have participated in NSSE

.
NSSE 2004: more than 400 colleges and universities 

are expected to participate in the spring 
2004 administration.

.
NSSE 2003: more than 420 colleges and universities 

are participating in the spring 2003 
administration.

.
NSSE 2002: 367 colleges and universities 

participated in the spring 2002 
administration.

.
NSSE 2001: 321 colleges and universities 

participated in the spring 2001 
administration.

.
NSSE 2000: 276 colleges and universities 

participated in the spring 2000 
administration.

.
1999 Pilots: Approximately 70 colleges and 

universities participated in the spring 
and fall, 1999 pilots

.
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Contact: John Hayek, Assistant Director, The 
College Student Report
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