Student Government Association
Election Laws
(Revised 2011)

Article I:  Applicability of Election Laws and Voter Eligibility

Section 1:  Applicability of Election Laws

Elections which shall be governed by the SGA Election Laws shall include all student body-wide elections conducted on behalf of SGA.  This includes but is not limited to the SGA General Election, Basketball Homecoming elections, and Mr. and Mrs. U of M elections.  

Section 2:  Voter Eligibility

All University of Memphis students who paid registration fees and are currently enrolled are eligible to vote in all SGA elections and referenda.  This includes all members of the SGA as defined by the SGA Constitution.

Article II:  The Election Commission

Section 1:  Election Commission Enabling Clause, Powers, and Structure
A. All student body-wide elections conducted on behalf of SGA shall be administered and faithfully executed by the Student Government Association Election Commission.

B. The Election Commission shall investigate all alleged violations of the SGA Election laws and all other applicable laws of the SGA.
C. The Election Commission shall have the power to obtain evidence concerning violations of the SGA Election Laws.

D. Election Commission shall have the duty to provide at least four (4) voting devices during the SGA elections which shall be located in the south side of the University Center atrium.

I. No candidate shall actively campaign on the south side of the University Center atrium. 
E. The Chair of the Election Commission shall be appointed by the SGA President as outlined in the Executive By-Laws.  

F. The Chair of the Election Commission shall appoint no less than three (3) but no more than ten (10) Election Commissioners.

I. All Election Commissioners appointed by the Chair of the Election Commission shall be confirmed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote from the SGA Senate.

G. If an Election Commissioner wishes to resign before the end of his or her term, a written letter of resignation must be submitted to the Chair of the Election Commission.
I. Election Commissioners who have resigned will not be eligible to run for any SGA office within the semester of resignation.

H. The Chair of the Election Commission shall be responsible for calling and conducting Election Commission meetings as necessary.

I. The President may call for an Election Commission meeting at any time.

I. A quorum must be met in order to transact official Election Commission business.

I. A quorum shall consist of a majority of Election Commission membership.

J. The Chair of the Election Commission may appoint an administrative secretary to the Election Commission.

I. Said secretary shall not be a voting member of the Election Commission.

II. Said secretary must meet all requirements as outlined in Article II, Section 2.

Section 2:  Qualifications for Election Commissioners

A. In order to serve as an Election Commissioner, a person shall be a student at the University of Memphis with at least six (6) completed hours of coursework at the University of Memphis.

B. All Election Commissioners must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 in order to be appointed and must maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 while they are in office.

C. Any Election Commissioner who does not meet these qualifications shall immediately forfeit his or her position.

Section 3:  Limitations for Election Commissioners

A. Election Commissioners shall not be paid for any services rendered.

B. With the exception of the Chair of the Election Commission, Election Commissioners shall not hold any position in any other branch of the Student Government Association.

C. Election Commissioners shall not serve on the Standing University Committee on Student Elections.

D. Election Commissioners shall not actively campaign or attend meetings for any candidate or party involved in a student body-wide election conducted on behalf of the SGA.
E. Election Commissioners shall not be eligible to run as a candidate in any election conducted on behalf of the SGA.

Article III:  Qualifications for Candidacy 

Section 1:  General Requirements for Office

A. All candidates must meet the requirements for their intended office pursuant to the SGA Constitution.

B. All applicable candidate registration and party registration forms must be submitted to the Election Commission no later than the last day of February preceding the election
Section 2:  Candidate Registration with the Election Commission

A. In order to register as a candidate for President or Vice-President, an official petition must be filed with the Election Commission.

I. Said petition must include the following:

1. At least one hundred (100) names, signatures, and university email addresses of currently enrolled students at the University of Memphis.
2. The office that the candidate is seeking

3. Whether the candidate is a member of a party or an independent candidate.

4. A statement that the candidate meets the qualifications requirements for their office as specified in the SGA Constitution.
5. A statement agreeing to release the candidate’s grade point average to the office of the Dean of Students for the duration of their term in office.

B. In order to register as a candidate for Senator, an official petition must be filed with the Election Commission.

I. Said petition must include:

1. At least fifty (50) names, signatures, and university email addresses of currently enrolled students at the University of Memphis.

2. The office that the candidate is seeking

3. Whether the candidate is a member of a party or an independent candidate.

4. A statement that the candidate meets the qualifications requirements for their office as specified in the SGA Constitution.

5. A statement agreeing to release the candidate’s grade point average to the office of the Dean of Students for the duration of their term in office.

C. The official petition for all positions shall be created by the Election Commission and posted on the SGA website.

Section 3:  Party Registration with the Election Commission
A. Any person(s) wishing to form a party must register the party with the Election Commission.

B. In order to register a party with the Election Commission, an official party formation form must be filed with the Election Commission.

I. Said form must contain the desired name of the party and all designated agents of the party for liability purposes.

II. The official party formation form shall be created by the Election Commission and posted on the SGA website.

III. Any candidates under a party must still complete all requirements under Section 2

Article IV:  Pre-Election Campaign Regulations

Section 1:  Posting/Distribution of Campaign Materials

A. Definitions

I. Campaign materials shall be defined as any material used exclusively for the promotion of one’s candidacy for any SGA office in the public sphere
II. Active campaigning shall be defined as promoting one’s candidacy in the public sphere
B.  Active campaigning for each election may begin on February 1st, preceding the election
C. No campaign materials shall be distributed in violation of any University of Memphis policy.  Any violation of University policy shall be punishable as outlined in Article VII of these laws.
Section 2:  Pre-Election Campaign Meetings
A. The Election Commission shall host a meeting for all candidates no later than the last week of February preceding the election.
I. During said candidates’ meeting, the placement of the names to appear on the election ballot shall be randomly selected by the Election Commission Chairman.

B. The Election Commission shall provide a forum in order to represent all candidates

I. Said forum shall occur the Monday immediately preceding the election

Article V:  Election Regulations

Section 1:  Polling Locations and Election Dates
A. The SGA election shall take place beginning on the last Tuesday in March and ending on the immediately following Thursday.

B. Designated on-campus polling locations for the SGA elections are the second floor of the University Center and the Ned McWherter library.

C. A polling location shall be defined as any place which provides the means to vote in any SGA election.  This includes but is not limited to any electronic device which is used for the purpose of voting in the SGA election.

Section 2:  Campaigning During Elections

A.  Once the SGA election has begun, it shall be strictly prohibited for any candidate to actively campaign within any polling location as outlined in Article V, Section 1.

B. No candidate shall provide laptops or any other voting device to potential voters during the SGA election.

C. The Election Commission shall have the following duties during elections

I. To investigate any alleged violation of these Election laws

II. To ensure that no campaigning takes place within a polling location as described in Article V, Section 1 C.

III. To ensure that all polling locations are free of any campaign materials

IV. To maintain an accurate list of which students are voting

i. Said list shall include each student’s name, UUID, and the college of the student voting.

Article VI:  Post-Election Procedures
A. Once the election has ended, the results shall not become final until all grievances have been addressed by the Election Commission and any vote deductions, if applicable, have been counted.
B. Once the election results have become final, the Election Commission shall sign and certify the accuracy of the results.

C. The presentation of the unofficial election results shall take place the Friday immediately following the election in a private session with the following individuals:

I. Members of the Election Commission

II. The SGA President

III. The Advisor to the SGA
IV. One candidate from each registered party. 

V. Any independent candidate(s)

D. Once the results have been finalized, if a candidate decides to withdraw from his or her elected position before he or she has become officially sworn in, the candidate with the next highest number of votes shall be granted the position.

E. In the event that all candidates withdraw from their elected position before they have become officially sworn in, a special election must occur to fill the position within two (2) weeks.  The current SGA President shall call for the special election.

F. All newly-elected officials must be sworn in no later than two (2) weeks from the end of the SGA election.

G. All newly-elected persons officially assume office once they have been sworn in.
Article VII:  Enforcement and Adjudication of Election Laws

Section 1:  Enforcement of Election Laws
A. The Election Commission shall have the duty of faithfully executing and enforcing these Election laws.
B. If any person believes that a candidate has violated any of these Election laws, a written grievance must be filed with the Election Commission.

C. All grievances must contain the following information in order to be considered by the Election Commission:

I. Name(s) of involved individual(s)

II. Time, date, and place of the alleged violation

III. A signed affidavit of complaint

Section 2:  Enforcement Procedures

A. If a grievance has been filed with the Election Commission against any candidate, the Election Commission must inform the person(s) the grievance was filed against within twenty-four (24) hours after the grievance has been filed.

B. Once all parties have been notified concerning the grievance, the Election Commission shall determine whether or not an investigation into the alleged violation(s) is necessary.

C. If the Election Commission decides to investigate the alleged violation(s), a decision must be rendered in accordance to Article VII, Section 3 of these Election laws within twenty-four (24) hours after the investigation has concluded.

D. If a candidate has been accused of violating Article IV, Section 1 of these Election laws, the Election Commission must allow the accused party at least three (3) hours to remove the illegally placed campaign materials.  If the accused candidates do not remove the material within this time, then they are subject to the punishments as outlined in Article VII, Section 2 E of these Election laws.

E. If candidate is notified after 11:00 P.M., said candidate has three (3) hours from 7:00 A.M. the next day to fix the stated discrepancy. 

I. Candidates must be notified by University email and telephoned regarding said discrepancy.

F. The Election Commission shall be required to abide by the following guidelines for punishment:

I. For all first-time violations of Article IV, Section 1 of these Election laws, the Election Commission shall reduce the guilty candidate(s)’ total number of votes received by no less than one-half of a percent (1/2%) and no greater than one percent (1%)
II. For all subsequent violations of Article IV, Section 1 of these Election laws, the Election Commission shall reduce the guilty candidate(s)’ total number of votes received by no less than one percent (1%) and no greater than five percent (5%).
III. For any first-time violation other than these Election laws, other than Article IV, Section 1, the Election Commission shall reduce the guilty candidate(s)’ total number of votes received by no less than one percent (1%) and no greater than ten percent (10%).

IV. For any subsequent violation of these Election laws, other than Article IV, Section 1, the Election Commission shall reduce the guilty candidate(s)’ total number of votes received by no less than five percent (5%) and no greater than fifteen percent (15%).

V. For any violation of these Election laws (excluding Article IV, Section 1) which is malicious in nature and substantially disrupts the overall integrity of the election, the Election Commission shall reduce the guilty candidate(s)’ total number of votes received by one hundred percent (100%).
Section 3:  Adjudication of Election Laws
A. The Student Court shall hear all cases and appeals involving these Election laws.  The decisions of the Student Court may be reviewed, overturned, or upheld by the University Standing Committee on Elections, at their discretion.

B. If any student believes that the Election Commission has conducted the SGA election improperly and in violation of these Election laws, a written grievance may be filed with the Student Court.  

I. The Student Court shall have the power to investigate any potential improprieties of the Election Commission.

II. If the Student Court finds that the Election Commission substantially disrupted, improperly conducted, or compromised the integrity of the election, then the entire SGA election may be invalidated.

III. If any election is invalidated by the Student Court, the current SGA President must, within ten (10) school days, call for a new election to be held within two (2) weeks of the Student Court’s decision.
C. If a grievance has been filed with the Election Commission and it has been determined that a candidate violated these Election laws, the candidate in violation shall have twenty-four (24) hours to file an appeal with the Student Court if the candidate in violation believes the decision is in error.

D. The Student Court shall, upon receipt of written charges, set a hearing date, time, and place that is within three school days of receiving said charges.  The court shall notify the accused party (if any), and the protesting party at the earliest available opportunity.

I. The Student Court shall hear from the person(s)appealing the decision of the Election Commission (Petitioner), the Chairman of the Election Commission, and the person(s) who filed the grievance (Respondent).

II. The Petitioner shall be heard first, followed by the Chairman of the Election Commission and the Respondent respectively.

III. The Petitioner shall have the opportunity to present a rebuttal after the Respondent has been heard.

IV. The Chairman of the Election Commission shall notify, in writing, the parties involved within forty-eight hours of the decision being rendered.

