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Course Description:

What does it mean to be a woman?  What expectations, behaviors, and social norms are used to construct the identities of women?  Do all women have the same experiences?  We will explore these questions through political, sociological, historical and feminist perspectives.  Through these perspectives we will learn how the construction of gender is entwined with sex, sexuality, race, class, gender, age, and physical capability; and how women have brought about political and social change through mobilization in both the public and private spheres.
Course Assignments

Journal Entries are worth 20% of your grade. 2 pages; double-spaced; stapled. These entries must demonstrate an understanding and reflection of the material presented in class. Though these assignments are not “formal” papers, proper grammar and sentence structure are expected. Late papers will be accepted for a reduction of 10 points for every class period late. Papers will not be accepted via email.

Final paper is worth 30% of your grade; 4 pages; double-spaced; title-page; works cited; stapled.  The paper will be a reflection of the construction of gender in pop culture. More detailed instructions will be given in a separate document. 

Presentation is worth 30% of your grade.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the social construction of gender through the presentation of their final paper. Visual aid must be included. More detailed instructions will be given in a separate document.  

Class Procedures and Policies 

Class participation is worth 20% of your grade.  You will be expected to attend class regularly and on time, come prepared, and respectfully participate in meaningful class discussion.  Coming in late, leaving early, sleeping in class, cell phone use, and other disruptive behaviors will harm your grade. Students are allowed one absence.  Every unexcused absence after will result in a reduction of 10 points off your participation grade. 

Use of Electronics is prohibited in class.  No phone calls.  No text messaging.  No internet surfing. Students will receive one verbal warning before points will be taken off final grade.  

Cheating of any kind is strictly prohibited.  We will discuss the definition of plagiarism in class so that students are fully aware of the meaning. Students caught plagiarizing will receive a grade of zero for the assignment.  In addition, plagiarism or cheating may result in your case being referred to the Academic Discipline Committee that addresses academic misconduct. This decision is up to the discretion of the instructor.  Students are expected at all times to behave in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct (http://saweb.memphis.edu/judicialaffairs/pdf/csrr.pdf); and are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the academic regulations outlined in the Student Bulletin of the University of Memphis and to observe policies regarding student conduct published in the Student Handbook. 

If you have a disability that interferes with completion of this course, please let the instructor know privately at the beginning of the course, and she will seek consultation on how best to adapt course materials or instruction.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Student Disability Services for the university at 901-678-2880. Course announcements as well as consultation with the instructor may occur via e-mail messages.  Each student must maintain an e-mail account and is responsible for checking for course messages on a regular basis. Students are also responsible for notifying the instructor if their e-mail address changes during the term. The University of Memphis offers free e-mail services to students. Students without an e-mail account can bring their university ID cards, swipe them, and set up an account at the Smith or McWherter computer labs or students can bring their cards to the information technology helpdesk, room 124 in Administration Building for assistance.

	Dates
	Topic
	Assignments/Journal Due Dates

	Jan 13
	Intro, Syllabus, Procedures
	

	Jan 20
	Definitions of feminism, myths about feminism
	Chapter 1; Readings choose 2 from 1-7

	Jan 27
	Theories and Theorizing
	Chapter 2; Readings: 8, 9, 10

Journal Entry #1 Due

	Feb 3
	Identities and Social Locations
	Chapter 3; Readings choose 2 from 12-17

	Feb 10
	Women’s Sexuality
	Chapter 4; Readings choose 2 from 18-24

Journal Entry #2 Due

	Feb 17
	Women’s Bodies/Women’s Health
	Chapter 5; Readings choose 2 from 25-30

	Feb 24
	Violence against Women
	Chapter 6; Readings choose 2 from 31-35

Journal Entry #3 Due

	Mar 3
	Making a Home, Making a Living
	Chapter 7; Readings choose 2 from 36-41

Paper/Presentation Plan Due 

	Mar 10
	Spring Break No Class
	

	Mar 17
	Globalization
	Chapter 8; Readings choose 2 from 42-48

	Mar 24
	Women, Crime, and Criminalization
	Chapter 9; Readings choose 2 from 49-54

Journal Entry #4 Due

	Mar 31
	Women and the Military
	Chapter 10; Readings choose 2 from 55-61

	Apr 7
	Creating Change: Theory, Vision, and Action
	Chapter 12; Readings choose 2 from 68-74

	Apr 14
	Final Paper Due
	

	Apr 21
	Final Paper Presentation 
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