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Federal earmark of $500K bolsters Hooks Institute
programs

Coming off two years thatbrought neasiy 52 miliion from the federal
Development governnient to faunch the U of 1's Benjamin L. Hooks institute for Sociat

s Shors Change, tie institute worked hard to shew it deserved those genarous gifts, The
Congress must have fiked what it saw: it awarded the Institute still another half
miilion dobiars in the 2004 fiscal year budget passed Janvary 22, 2004,

0 i L According to Institute director, Dr. Doug Imig, "This award is a testimony to the
Financial Support impartance of Dr. Hooks's lHetime of work on behalf of & more just soclaty. We
at the institute are proud ta be the stewards of this facet of his fegacy.”

From.Ake Dean

Throughaut the summer and fall of 2003, the Institute began launching the
programs that the earlier earmarks made possibie, Last July, the Institute
ed a policy r drable on the future of dvil rights In the tnited States,
Dean’s Staft The roundtable offered an opportunity for public policy researchers, ¢ivil fights
Hewslalter Staff activists, and community leadérs here in the Md-South to share their ideas and
concerns with Senate Majority Leader, Dr, BHI Frist. “This gathering was
Corrections particutarly interesting both in the range of volces brought together, and in the
Back Issues "off tha czcord’ nature of the gatharing,” © ted Intlg. “This aff dfora
candid and generative discussion which, T belleve, will have a signlficant Impact
on pubiic policy.”

1n September, with school back in session, the Institute sponsored a "best
paper* competition for the University of Memphis African American Graduate
Studant Conference. Winners of the paper compatition induded: Kri

Don't forget Burrelt of the City Unlversity of NY; Brian Daugharity of the College of Witliam
the College in and Mary; and Seneca Vaught of Bowling Grezn State Unlversity. The winning
your annual papars can be viewad at th2 Hooks Institute’s website (see
givingt H mphis.edu).
mﬁxi‘sitﬁwu Also in September, speaking before 3 crowd of students, facuity and community
canfarcusied leaders, noted civit rights lawyer and author Dr. Peter irons dalivered a Hooks

Lecture entitted "Jim Crow's Children: The Broken Promise of the Brown
Decision.” Irons had revisited the five schoo! districts that vere defendants In
the 8rown v, Beard of Education Supreme Court decislen fifty years ags, in
order to assess where those distsicts are now in terms of ractal integration,
educational attainment, and soclal justice. Among tha provocative flndings that
frons reported to the audience; it taok almost 20 years before th2 last officlally
segregated school ctosed In thls country, and ali five of the districts invalvedin
the 8rown case remain fundamentally segregated today.

The [nstitute enjoyed the frults of one of its new initiatives 13st October, vihen it
convened a research workshop featuring the reciplents tinls past summer of the
Institute’s first-ever Facuity Research Awards. These awards were granted to U
of t4 facuity to support research examining tie influence of 8rown v, Board of
Education on public education, business practices, political mobliization and
patterns of urban and suburban devetopment. Vhnners of the Faculty Research
Awards inciuded: Dr, Ken Holland (now at the Unlversity of Kansas), Dr.
Cynthia Bond Hopson {Department of Journalism), Dr. Kevin H. Smith {Cedli C.
Humphreys Schoot of Law), and Paul M. Wright (Dapartment of Human
Movement Sclence and Education). These pagers may also be found on the
Institute's website.

Also in October, the Inastitute hosted its 3annuail “Civil Rights In the Schaols™
outreach program, which brings hundreds of elementary and secondary schoot
students to the univarsity campus to discuss civil rights and civic engagement
with Dr. BenJamin Hooks {(se2 photes left). Skce 1996 nearly 3,000 studeats
from pubtic and private scnools in Memphis and Sheiby County have
participated in the program. With the asslstanca of faculty In the College of
Education, this year's program Introduced fifth and eleventh grade students to
Issues retated to voting rights, 2qual opportunity, and tha impartance of ¢ivic
engagenent.

The Hocoks Institute then combined forces with The tabenal Institute of Law and
Equity and the Hational Clvil Rights Museun to present 3 December sympasium
on “Crime and Unjust Punishment: The Emerging Civit Rights Agenda.” The
daylong event at the Hational Clvit Rights tuseum featured natlonal and area
tudges, prosecutors, potitical iraders and Individuals wiho were exonerated
because of the efforts of the Innocence Project, a nonprofit legal dinlc that has
{dentified and exonerated 130 persons through DHA evidence testing.

Over the next few momths, the Institute wilil continue Its sertes of events
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education court
decision. In Fepruary, the Institute teams with the African and African American
Studies Prograny ta bring to campus Dr. Franciiie Rusan Wilson, 2 well-known
histerian whose curremt rasearch examines black women's history during the
Jim Crow era.

Also in Februsry, Dr. tee Bollinger, president of Columbia University, and
former president of the University of Michlgan, delivared a Hooks Lecture
revieving the path frem Erovin to the recent nutings by the Unlted States
Supreme Court that baar his name and that have recalibrated Affirmative Action
poficy in this country.

Finally, in March, the Institute wiit host 2 two-day workshop on the tegacy of
Brown, biinglng together scholars from across the country to present their
research examining tha veays in which that historic declsion has comea to shape
lifa In this countey ovaer tha past fifty years,

To find out how you can take part in the weork of the Institute by hacoming a
founding contributdr to the nawv Hooks Instituta Endowiment, please contact
Deberah Hernandaz, Dlrector of Davelopment, at {901) 678-2648, or Doug Imig,
Diractor of the Hooks Institute, at {901) 678-2769.
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Your comments and suggestions are weltome.
Please e-matl profilesfipostoffice.memphis.edy, fax 201-678-4831,
or send your correspondence to!
Proflles £ditor
College of Arts and Sclences
The University of Memphls
217 Mitcheil Hali
Memphis, TN 38152-3450

Tihe University of Memohls, one of 46 Tennessee Board of Regents Institutions,
is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Urdversity.
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