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Federal earmark of $SOOKbolsters Hooks Institute 
programs 
Coming off t\vo yE-.a.rsthatbfoug.ht neaf"iy S2 million ffom tile f.edefal 
government to launch the U of M's Benjamin l. Hooks lnstltutE! for So<iat 
Chan1.e-,ti1-eln.stltute-v,torked hard to show it de:S:ew-edthose gentre-us. gifts. The 
Congress must have Hke:d lt'ihat it saw: it a·l"-1.a,dedthe lnstitute still anol.hE:r ha!f" 
mlllion dollars In the 200-4fiscal y•ar budget 1'3"•d lonuo,y 22, 2004. 
According to [nstStut4 directorJ- Dr. Doug Imig, ''This award Is a t-esti.mony to the 

Frnaf),da1Sv,pport importance of Dr. Hoo'<-s'snfe"time of work on b-e-tla:lf or a more just :society. We 
~iiJ.~\~t\\~~}~;J~J;f:~~;~~~1 of thts of his le.gacy." at th~ -lnstitut@ am proud ta b~ the stewards facet 

Throughout the summer and fall of 2003, the Institute ~g.a.n laun<:hing the 
p(t1g(.amsthat the -e-arli-e-rea,rma,ks made- posslb-1e. l.as.t July. th,e, 111stitut@ 
sp.oM-ored a policy roundtabfe on the future of dvil rights (n the IJnlt~d 5t.tt(l,:S:, 
Th• rooadtabl• offered an opportunity for public l'<)li<Y researcher,, dvll right, 

Newsletter Sta.rt a,tivlsts, and communfty 1-e-ade:rs h'!rtt' in th~ Mfd-So~rth tv shar,e. their ld-e-a.s an,d 
corK-ems \ .. ith Senate-Majority Leader, Or. SUI frist. ~hh 9.athering \-was.

Correittlorua. particu!arly interesting both In the range of v~-ces brought tog-e-the-r, a:nd ir1the 
Bade l:HUl:!S 	 'off tht r¾,or-d':nahJre of th.a g.atharin.g," comment!!d Imig. ''This .a-Howed f.or a 

candid and 9en.-e-rative disws-slo11 \•,hlch, l beUe\/t, will h-3.vea "$lgl"Jfiunt Impact 
on pobfi< P<>ll<y," 

In Se-ptemte-r, \\:lth -s;chool ba-ck in suil~1: tile-Institute sponsored a ''best1 

pape.r'' con\p-eUlion for the Uflitt~rsity o-fM-e-mpMs A(,ica,1 Amerlun Graffi.,a.te 
Student Conf-ere-r1ce. VJinne:rs orthe p.aper c-omp-atition included: Kristopher 
eurrell of tho Cily ur,verslty of NY; Brian Oaughe,1ty of the Coll"!!• of l'/illlam 


the College In 

Don't forget 

and Mary; and Seneca Vaught orSo~vHng Green State University. The l\h'lnln.g 
p~p.en ca,,.~~ 'Viewed at th! Hooks ln-stitut,e·swebsite (s~eyour annual 
http·!Jbenhooks.mtmphis.edu),giving! 


Visit 
 Also in September, 	 spe.a'ldng before a croJwd of sttfd.ents, faculty and con1munlt'f ~·/t,.-,,. .... 1'!~.~t-:-~ 

~-u/,,.....,.,,,.ib~d 
 IE-ad-e-fs,:not.ed d"IH ,i.ghts lawye.r and altthof Or. Peter Irons d-!riV"ueda Hooks 

Leuure e-ntitfed ''Jim Crow's ChUdren: The 8roken Proml-s:e of the Brown 
Decisloo." lfOfl$ 1,-.,d revisit-ed the five schwl di-strkts that \"ier-ede-re.ndantsIn 
the Srown v. Board of Edoc~tion Supreme Court decision fifty years ag(J,In 
ordef" to ~s-se-ss wt\e.re thll-S@ di!>Wct-s.are now in term!i of radal int-&gr.atlon1 

edocatlon.;I attainment, and soclal justite. Among the provo.c:.atlve findings that 
lrons: reported to the at.t-dle-r)(e; it took almo-5,t 20 ye.a.rs beJore th~ la-st ortidallv 
segregated s-c.hooldosed ill thls cottd\~l'Y, and all five of Ute distficts lnvolv-E-dIn 
the Srowo case rem.a!n fun-darner.tally !i-e-greg.at4d today. 

The lnstitut,e, -enJoyedthe rn.dt-sof one of lt-s neiv initiatives la.st Oc.tober-t \';Mn It 
convened a r.ese-arch \'iOrkShO.P featuring the ,edple.nts this past ~omme, of the 
lostitllte's firsH?Vl?'r Facu:ty Rese.arc.h A·Nards. TM:i.e award!. were gr.anted to U 
of M facuity to stJpport resea,ch examlnlng the- infh.ienc.e of Brown v. Baa:r'd of 
Edo-catfon 011 -public edmation1 bus.int$S practkes, potltical mobilization aod 
patterns. of urban a,'Mi subwban deve-fopn'l~rit. Wlnn.-e-.rs of the faco1ty Research 
Awards irt(luded: Dr, Ken Ho!tand {now a.t the University of Kans.as)t Or. 
Cynthia Sond li-ops-on (Oep.artment of Journati-sn\}, Dt. Ke,tin H. Smith (Cecil C:. 
Humphreys Schoo'I of Law), and :Paul M. Wfi-ght (Department or Human 
Movement Sde-nce, and Ed-L.l{ation}. Th--e-se pap-'E!r-smay also be foond on ti1e 
[n$dtutia-'s \'li@bsite. 

A!so in October, th@ Institute hosted its .a.nnual"CivU Rights In th-a-scooo:s" 
outreach pl"ogr.;;.m, wNch btiogs hundrieds of e!&me-nt.iry .and secondary sch~o! 
studi!nts to the university campus to discuss ci\·il rights and civic engagemer'lt 
wlth Dr~ Senjamh\ rtoo-ks (,see photos left). -ShtC.e 1~% nearly 3,000 st~d-ent$ 
from pubtk and private s<:"hooh In Me-mphls and Sh-elby county have 
participated irl the- pfogra:m. With the· ~-s~lstance -offaculty ln the College of 
Educatloni this ye.ar's progr.am Introduced fifth and eleventh grade stude-nt-s 10 
lssuu re-tated tu volit)9 rights, ~quJI oppoftl.mity, .and tha imp•)rtance of (l\:l( 
eng.agement. 

The Hoo~s InstitutEr then combhtl!!-dfore.as ~·,:Ithlh-e t1a-tional institute of uw .iind 
Eq!.lity and the Uatioo.al Cl vii Rights Mus-e-um to prese,-t a oe,embe-r sympo~um 
o.n ''C,rfo'ia and unjust -Punfshme:nt: Th.e EMM9in.g Ch1U flights Ag~nda."' The 
daylong event at the Naijon•I Clvil Right• Museum fe•tured naUonal ••><I.,,..
judg~:s:,pros-ecutors, p'.'.ltitical leadets and lncHvldua1s wh9 ~·ere e-.:o.nel'ated 
becaus.e or the efforts (Jf (he Innoc-t?oce ciirtk ha:!:Project, a nonprofit legal that 
Mentified and exoo~ra.ti!d 130 p-ersons through OUA l!vidence te.sting. 

Over the- next ft~y tnOr'llhs~ :the lintltute wlU (Onth·n.1e H-s s-edes of eve.nt-s 
(etebratin9 th!:! fiftieth anr\iver~a:ry of the Bro·Nn v. Bo;ard of Education court 
<ledsjon. t11Februarv1 the Iostitute tea1'lu with the Ardc.an .and AM-can Americain 
Studi~s Progfam to bring to ump.us Or. f"romdl!eRus.an WitsonJ- ;a ',"',r-e:11-knoi'in 
histotian whose con'en-t reseafch e~amh1e,s black women's hlstorv dllring the 
Jim Cm·,._. er;1. 

Al-so In F&brn3-ry, Dr. L@@ BolHnger, presld@nt of Columbia, University, .and 
form.er pruident of the Univef'S"ity of Michtgan-, delivered a Hooks Lecture 
revl,e·.•,tng th@ patil from Brown to th@ r,ec-ent ruUngs bv- the Unl:t-e-d States 
Sup,en"e Cou,t that bear his name and that have recaflbrM-e-d Affirmative Acti-On 
porky In this country. 

Finally, in M.ar,:h, the lnstitut@ wlH h(tst .a J;iio·day work-shop on the legacy of 
Btoh"n, bd1l9ln9 togethe:I' -s:ch+:)l.ars ftom .auoss the c.0untry to pre1-eot th-elr 
re-$earc.h @)iamlnlng th@ ways In whkh thiJt hl:Horlc ded-s.lon ha.s c.-ome to sh.1p@ 
lif-e:l:n tMs cou,itry ovu th,e past fifty years. 

To find out how yotJ can ta'-:e p.art In. the work of the: lnstihrte by b-!coni.log a 
founding t"O-nt-ributor to the n~w Hooks rnstitut~ €nd,:wtment, p1ttase c.o-r\tatt 
Debor.ah Hernandaez1 Olre.cttlr of D!v.alopm.tm, at {901) 67ST264S 1 e.r Doug lmtg. 
Director of the H-ooks lnstitut~, at {"901) 678-2:769. 

. . . . 
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Your comment~ .and suggestions: are wekome-. 
Please e~rn.au p,eofllesdpostoffke.memph11.edu,fi.l-.:901·678·<1831, 

ors-end your correspondence to: 
Prollle• Editor 

College of Arts and SdetKes 
Tile unlverolty of Memphis 

217 Mltch•II H•II 
Memphis, TN 38151-3450 
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