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The Benjamin L. Hooks Instituts for Soctai Change vill host a sefies of events commemorating Tent City” and
other sustained efforts 10 gain economic emp tand African-Americans’ ight {0 vole in a hub of the Civit
Rights Movement Fayetie Counly, Tenn. Events will take place at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Cct 27, and 1 p.m. Saturday,
Cxt 28 inthe Rose Thealre al the Unhversity of Memphis

The hightights of the weakend, which witkindude an xhibiton of photographs and documents hightighting
semdnat avants of the Fayette Counly Civil Rights ovement, are the keynote addrass Saturday on the
significance of the Fayetie Counly movement by Chatles Payne, Professor of Afican-American Studies a2t Duke
University, folioved by spesches by Movamaniiaaders, induding John and Viola McFerregn.

Tha Fayeite County movement has been catied the tengest sustained civit rights protestin the naton'inan
anicle published by the New Yotk Timas on 12 Oct 1969, This movement beganin 1859 when movement
leaders atondad the tial of a black man accused of kiiing a white deputy shenfl Duting the jury selecion for the
trial it bacame apparent thalthere were no Afican-Americans who coutd serve enthe Jury bacause only & faw
biacks threughout the entire county had registered to vote. The subsequent efferts to register volers resutted in
white landowness retatiating againstbiack sharecroppers by evicting tem from feir famis. Two black armers
who owined theirland showed avictad sharecroppers to move onto their farms and movementleaders selup
tants 10 houss tham. Thess makashitt dwvetings, known ghoutthe world as Tent City,” came 1o symbaotize
tire denial of basic civil rights to African- Americans 1ning Inthe Amarican South. When Fayelle County whites
started relaflating againstthe blacks who reglistarad 1o vots, the M trecebved nat

financial assistance; however, al no polnt did ine Fayette County leaders rei-nqulsh conyrol of thelr ciil rights
agenda as they defined it The L s longevity and sense of purpase, McFarzen, the daughter
of Fayetts County civil rights (eaders. 'tan be e>plained hy the iocal paepte v.ho spar} 26 the mov /emenl and
continuedto carry ils torch even after e enthusi for civit rights org g died oulelsewhere.

A promingn! aiomey with years of experience as a prosecules for the Justice Depaitment and, cumendy, 8
Visitng Scholar atthe Hoohs Institute, McFerren is (eading the eortfo collect and preserve the oral stories and
documents that bear witness to the skilis and lactics vtlized by Movemeni participants fo educate thel ovn
community about the issues facing them. and to garner support for their efiors te encourage volst registration,
school desegregation, and econcmic empowermient Cotedtively, these materials show how a community where
high school graduation was not taken for grantad nonetheless narrated its own stoty as the events unfolded
ander a national spolfight "tis imperative fo me thal this un!que chapter of the American Civit Rights saga be
preserved,” McFeren, the event planney, says, ‘because I see the hopas and geals of this community, and the
efforts they undertook to reach thes goals, as relevant today 1o poor and underserved communities.”

HcFsrren vill presentan overvieiy of her conservatianistyvork on Fnday thatviill be followad by a panel
discussion, Panelists will inciude Dr. Susan Glissen of the Uni iy of I a ber of President
Ciinton's Councit on Racial Recencitiafion; Or. Lesiie 8. Mct.emors, a founding membet of the Fannle Loy
Hanmier Institute at Jackson State University; and Viota NcFereen, a civil rights leader In the Fayetia County
movement

‘In light of renewed waves of cynicism in soms raumadzed communites caused by respenses 10 Humricane
Katrina, we as a nation have an opportunily ta [2arn fem these activists ofthe sirties who were fighting fora
more fust and democratic America for all civzens regardiess of economic slatus of etnlcity,” says D'Ann Panner,
director of the Hooks Institute. "This conference will provide a space for an Inlerdisclpiinary, natonat discussion
of historical community activism in the cantest of contemgporary challenges. Even more importantly, itwitl give us
a chancg 10 honot these herofc men and women who withstood death tireats, financial and psychological
hardships, and the discomofis ofliving for estended perieds of tme in Army surplus tents in order to encourage
the country they loved and many ofthem risked thelr Hves for 1o five up 1o its Ideals.”

The Benjamin L. Hooks Instihste for Soclat Changs Is a public policy research center supporting the urban
research mission of the University of liemphis. and honoting Br. Hoobs' many years of ieadership in the
Arserican Civil Rights tavement Tha nstitute works to advance undersianding ofthe legacy of the American
Civil Rights Moversent € and of other mavements for social justce € through leaching, research and

[4 that ize social L Taga refations, strong corrmunites, public education,
efleckve pubiic paricipation. and social and economic jusﬁce.

For more Inf Fon, visil hitp4hanhooks. phis.aduhlg i,
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