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The Benjam!n L Hoo,s losti1ute for Sot+al Changewill hosta seties or eventscommomoraling,en!Ci!y' and 
olher sustained er.-ort.lo gain economic empowem,ent ~ghtto vote In a hub olthe Ci>'J ond Africon-Amencans· 
Rlgh!s 1.10,emenl Fa,elte counfy, Tenn. Events wmta,.e pta(e at 1,30 p.m.rnday,O<l 27, and I p.m. Sal>rday, 
O<t 28 fnllle RoseThealreat the Un1'm;it1 otMemphls. 

Th• hlghllghls oflhe weo,end, whlchwilllnc.lude an e•hlblfon of photographsanddorumenls hlghl19Mng 
seminal event, ollhe Fa)etto Counfy CMI Righ!s Movement are the i:e,note addre" SaMday on Ille 
sigMcance oftlle Fa,ette Count/ movement by Charles Pa)·ne, P1oras,or or African-American Studio; at Duke 
Universily.followed b, speeches byMo1•ement1eaders,inciudingJohn and Viola Mcferren. 

The Faiette counly mo,·emenl has been called the longesl ,ustalned civilrights protesl In 1henation' in an 
arlide published by the New Vo1k Times on 12 O<l 1969. This mo,emenlbegan in 1959 v,Mn movement 
leader, attended the lfial ora black man acrused o/ki!iing a wMedepufy sheriff. During the Jury seledion ror Iha 
lfial. ii b&Cl!meapparent that !herewere no Af!iCl!n·American, who oou!d ,erve on theJUfl/ because only a reu 
b!a<f.s 111roughout llleen~re count,, had rejlistered tovole. The subsequent elfcrtsto register>otersresulted In 
wMe landowne,s retaiat11g oga;nstb!ack sharecroppers byeliding them ~om their farms. Two bla(k larme1s 
who owned 1he,rland allowed e,i<ted shoreuoppers to move onlo their farms andmovemenueaderoset up 
tentslo oouseth•m_Th••• makoshiftd<1el!in9s,•.no.,mtnreughoutthe wotld •• ,ent Citv: came lo •tmbo!ize 
ti>e denial ofbas!c d\11r1!Jhlsto African·Amencans IM!\OIn Iha Amencan South.\'/hen Fayette County wMes 
starte<Iretallating against !heb!acJ..s lo vote. !fie IAc,,ement who registered recel\-ed national atte nlon and 
financial assistance; howe·,er. at no polnldid!hoFa,ene Counlt leaders 1elinqulsh controlollhelrct,,;irlghls 
agenda u lile1 defined il 'The Mo.emonro long6"it, and sense ofpurpo.e: Daptwne l.l<Ferren. the daughter 
of Fa}ette County ci,i1righi! leaders. "<an be e, plained by the !«al people who spar!;ed !he movement and 
conMuedto earl)'tt, louh "'" na tor !he enlllusiasm for cMI rights organizing died 01!1else,,he ,e: 

Aprominentattorne,wilhi·ears or e,perience as a prosecutorf<r the JusUce Oeparlmentand. ourrentty, a 
Visiting Scholar at Ille HooM lnsliMe. Md'erren )s leading the ei!'ollto collect and preserve tho o,al stories and 
document, lhat bear witness to lile sfjlls and tactics u!lited by Movement participantsto educate their o,;n 
communityabout the i1sue1 fating llleni,and to garner support f<r their elfMs to encouragevoier regl;~ation, 
schoci desegre9alion. ernpol~erment these mai!erials hov,a communit';whe(e and ec.onc,ml-c: Cotfectivety, sho~"f 
high Hhool graduation for gran!ed narratedit:aown s~ory as lhe events unfokledwas no! ta~.en nonetheless. 
under a na~onal ,po!ighl 11is Imperative 10 me Iha! this unique chapter of!ho American CMI Righls saga be 
presen-ed,"Mcfarren. the event planner, sa1s.because I see !he hope, and goals of this communtty, and 1110 
efforts they undertook lo,each 1hH goats,•• relevanttodaylo poo, and unde1se~·•d communmes: 

l,ld'arren wiU presenl an overview orMr conservauon1,twor1< on Friday thatwUI be ronowad by• panoJ 
discu11lon.Panelistset.IIInclude Dr. Susan Glisson oflhe Univer,ily ofl.ti1s1s,~. a member ol Pres!dent 
Clinlon·s Coundl on Racial Reconcmauon; Dr. teslie B.Mclemore.arounaing rnembeullhe Fannie Lou 
Hamer lns!Me at Ja<lison Stale Un:V.15it;: aadViola Mcferren. acMI rl9hto leader In 111e Fayer.• Counlt 
rnovemant 

·1nliQlllorrene,,edwave, or C)Uicismin sorre IJaumalzed comrnunitie, caused by responses lo Hu1ricane 
Kattina.weasa na~on have an oppo!tmit)I lo loam ~om 111ese atU\'ist, oflhe ,1,teswhowere fighting for a 
more Just and demouallcAmertca for all ci~zon. regardless of eccnomte !tal>Jsw e!llnlcir;,; says D:Ann Penner. 
:direc.tofor the Hooks lnstiMe. ·"Jhls con~ren-ce -provide nationalcnsc.usslonv°'UI a space Jor an lnterdi:s<:lp!inary, 
ofhi,torl(al communily activl;m In Ille conte,I ofconlemporal)' challenges. Even more importanUy, ltwilloive u, 
achan<e 10 honor 11\ese ho,010men and women who wililstood death lhreals. financ,al and ps~choiooical 
hardship,. and the discomtort, olli1!ng for ••tended petiod, offme in Anr.y ,urptu, toot, in order toencourage 
Ille coun!Jythey loved and many oflhem rlshd their 111••• for lo live up1o ils Ideals.· 

The Benjamin L. Hoo\;s ln,ijMO folSoc.la!Change Is a public polity re,eara, center suppolling the u1ban 
research mission of the Univm1t1 ofl,lemphl,, and honoring Dr. Hool.s' man, ,ears oll .. d•,shlp in Ille 
American Ci,11 Righi, Movement Th• Institute wo,!:s to advance unde1slano,ng oflila legac~ of thoAmerican 
Ci\'11Rights Movement+ and 01011101mavemenlsfor socialjustce + through teaching, research and 

m¢vemtr,i$, stsong,ommuF'iitypro9rams:tt1atempha"Sizesocial ,ace reia~ons:. «mmuriites.,public education, 
effectr,-epublic paAcipatcn. and $:Od:ail and economle:Ju-sti<'.e. 

For more ln!o,..ation. visit htlpcH>•nhoo),s.memplli;.odu.tilghMghls.h1n~. 

(anerror occurred whHe p1ocesslng this di,e<!we] 


