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MINUTES	
COLLEGE	OF	ARTS	AND	SCIENCES		
COUNCIL	FOR	GRADUATE	STUDIES	

	
MEETING:	January	26,	2026	
	
MEMBERS	PRESENT:	R.	Adams,	P.	Alcalde,	K.	Bowers,	T.	Brewster,	E.	Delavega,	A.	Guthrie,	
T.	McCuddy,	J.	McCutcheon,	A.	Mickelson,	E.	Nelson,	M.	Perez,	H.	Sable,	K.	SaghaMi,	C.	Santo,	
X.	Shen,	S.	Stanley,	D.	Venugopal,	C.	Woolner	
	
MEMBERS	ABSENT:	S.	George,	V.	Levin	
	
GUESTS:	Rosa	Feleg	(HIST),	Michelle	Smith	(CERI),	Andrei	Znamenski	(CAS	UCGS	
representative)	
	
PROXIES:	N/A	
	
PRESIDING:	R.	Kreuz	

	
	

1.	Approval	of	the	minutes	from	the	October	27,	2025	Council	meeting	
	 	

E.	Delavega	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	minutes.	M.	Perez	seconded	the	motion,	
and	all	were	in	favor.	

	
2.	Welcoming	new	and	returning	Council	Members		
	
	 Tim	Brewster	(CHEM)	returned	from	PDA	
	 Tim	McCuddy	(SOCI)		
	 Cookie	Woolner	(HIST)	
	 Kas	SaghaMi	(PHIL)	is	joining	for	the	Spring	while	Danny	Smith	is	on	PDA	
	 Sharon	Stanley	(POLS)	returned	from	PDA		
	
3.	Presentation	and	Q&A	with	Dean	Deb	Tollefsen	

	 Dean	Tollefsen	presented	updates	and	information	from	the	Graduate	School.	
	 Presentation	slides	start	on	page	2.				
	
	 Regarding	CPOS	and	dissertation	hours	limits:	Recommended	that	when	students		
	 begin	registering	for	dissertation,	start	at	1	hour	per	semester.	During	defense		
	 semester,	they	register	for	the	remaining	hours	needed	to	bring	them	to		
	 to	the	program	requirement.		

	
4.	Adjournment	M.	Perez	motioned	to	adjourn.	S.	Stabley	seconded	the	motion,	and	all	
were	in	favor.	
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Updates from Graduate
School

Prepared for CAS Graduate Council
Spring 2026

CAS Graduate Enrollment Trends
Fall Enrollment Spring Enrollment
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CAS Admissions- Spring ‘26

• 4 apps in awaiting decision status
marked expired due to no decision

YoY%
Admits
Enrolled

YoY%AdmittedYoY%Applied

-8.3%1004.7%13314.7%172Dom
-41.9%25-52.1%79-49.5%211Intl
-17.8%125-27.4%212-32.6%383Total

CAS Admissions- Fall ‘26

Admissions Funnel as of 1/23/26:
• First Review: 210
• Second Review: 56
• Decision Maker:146
• Review Date Passed: 15

YoY%AdmittedYoY%Applied

44.0%368.9%342Dom
-34.9%123-34.8%373Intl
-25.7%159-19.3%715Total
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Minutes	prepared	by	S.	Warren	from	a	recording	of	the	meeting	and	edited	by	R.	Kreuz.	

Updates
• Course program of study (CPOS) has been implemented at the graduate level

• Please ensure UMdegree accurately reflects your program requirements as shown in the Graduate
Catalog

• Reviewing UMdegree while advising each student is best practice. Use What If function to view where
future classes will apply

§ Select What If
§ Select checkbox for Use Current Curriculum
§ Enter Course Subject and Number and click Process
§ Courses that display as Unapplied Elective will not be aid eligible

• Petitions can be submitted to document legitimate substitutions. Petitions made for the sole purpose of
making the student eligible for aid will not be accepted.

• GSA relaunch, new executive board
• All GSA travel funds for 2025-26 have been awarded
• GSA board has decided to establish a Graduate Student General Assembly
• Representation will be proportional to each college's enrollment with colleges appoint student

representatives for a one year term
• In-house credential evaluation process

Updates

• Forms Project/SLATE
• Curriculum/Policy Updates

• 60 credit hr minimum for doctoral program
• Transfer credit, combined credit—50 percent rule
• Continuous enrollment at thesis or dissertation, assuming satisfactory progress

• GA contract process in Oracle
• Spring graduation dates

• Application deadline is Feb 5, 2026
• Thesis/Dissertation, and all associated forms, deadline March 27, 2026
• Doctoral students who submit dissertation by March 1, 2026 will receive

diploma at graduation


