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During my assignment period, I carried out two major research and writing projects: writing a 
book of short stories; and writing a book of poems.   
  
The primary project, the book of short stories, focused on my interests in Hispanic culture and 
language. I finished enough stories for the collection, and I have begun to send out individual 
stories to publish in journals. The editor of The Georgia Review, a highly selective journal that 
publishes about 1 out of 600 stories submitted, just contacted me about one of those, and is 
requesting revisions, so that is promising. I am working to revise the book manuscript as a whole 
and I hope to be sending that out by early 2017. I plan to contact agents about it, and depending 
on how that turns out, I have as a back-up plan to send the manuscript on my own to the 
publisher of my first book of stories, Graywolf Press.   
  
I didn't have the money to follow up on my plan to apply for an artist's residency in Spain, but I 
did apply for and receive a residency at the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. I went there in 
February and wrote one story and a number of poems while I was there. The poems I wrote 
turned into the start of a new book manuscript of poems, and by the end of the PDA period I had 
written more than enough for a book manuscript, although I haven't yet revised it and shaped it 
into a book. I have started sending out groups of those poems to journals in the meantime.   
  
The collection of poems, whose working title is Hang-Ups, began as a series of ekphrastic poems 
based on the work of visual artists. It has evolved into more diverse work in which all kinds of 
things and emotionally charged situations, that could be described as hang-ups of one kind or 
another, are juxtaposed with the ekphrastic poems. I will probably send this out to some of the 
national book competitions in poetry starting in spring 2017, although I might send it also to the 
University of Tampa Press, the publisher of my last poetry book.    
  
Before I started this poetry collection in February, I worked during the fall of 2015 on another 
series of poems, based on my readings in Latino literature. I also took advantage of the research 
time to take a graduate level course in Latin-American Literature at the University in fall 2015. 
One of the poems I wrote as a result of this was accepted over the summer by Epoch, the literary 
journal at Cornell University.  
  
During the year, for outreach I also took part in the Mid-South Book Festival and I worked with 
two professors in the Department of Foreign Languages to start a community outreach project to 
gather the stories of the Latino Community in Memphis. For service, I also served on a job 
search committee and I served on the campus Fulbright Committee.   
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Sincerely,  
  
  
Dr. John Bensko  
Professor of English  
Coordinator of the Creative Writing Program  
Department of English www.johnbensko.net  

http://www.johnbensko.net/
http://www.johnbensko.net/
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