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We are gralifled on being able from so
respeciable a source Lo lay before our
readers an authentie account of the

phenomena exhibiled by the Ear-

thguake on W Mississippl:

Mew Orleans, Jan. 15, 1812,

Sir,

Belleving the elfecls of (he late
Earthiuake to have been different In
dilferent sections of the counlry, and
that reporis at Washinglon, however
diversificd were nevertheless such as
lo excile curlosily; 1 lake the lberly

where the vessels lay. Bul aboul Dwo
hours afler It subshled ad the
current agaln became genlle, The
fraathe, Loeo had passed down the slresm
ancd enlirely dizappeared belfore doy®,
Tew thee prveam Limie, Uhe confision whilch
segmed (o relgn on all sides, was
awlully alarming. Many acres of land
in a bﬂﬂ}' (az was discoversd on the
approach of day) had sunk lo a level
with the surface of e river, and
some much lowesr leaving only (ho
tops of the trees above water. Where
the banks did not iImmediately lumble
In, vast rents or fizsures were made ln
the earth to an extent unknown. Some
of these lissures recelved Lhe walers
of the river and sdher et oul Unse of
Lhe nelghboring lakes and ponds, with
ne Inconslderabile roarings. Fregquent

river, Kenlucky, lost iwo boats with
thelr eargoes by (e rizing of one ol
(e, 131z flrst boat was bilged, and
the slher belng lashed o her, ey
bally woenl down Legetler, The people
Were 2avied,

AL o' clock here was a slight ek
and at 10 another. The boals now were
within a short diztance of the village
al the Litlle Prairte and deslrous of
knowing what eoffects had been
produced by lhe repeated shock
abovemenlloned, at and near that
place, Doclor F. and 0B, got Info the
skiff amd went ahead of the larger
vessels. When they approached the
lowi, they found i allogether unsale
to atlempl a lamling as the banks
were all broken o pleces and huge
masses  were, ol shorl  inlervals,

Dee. 20h. Therm. 31 and 37, A
shock at 11 A.M. just at passing of the
2d blull, The weather cloudy with
some rain this day. Came too below
the 3d bluff.

December 2isl. Therm. 47 and 51, A
slight shock at hall past 11 A.M. In the
evening anchored off Fort Plckering
at the 4th blull. Landed near the
trading house, or Agency & were bold
that the Earthguake had been felt
there and also al the dislance of 40
miles o the eastward; but no damage
done.

Decemnber 220, Therm. 49 and B0,
Wind N.W. Felt a glight jar at 7 AM.
which was the lasl. Lamded on the
Lowisiana slde and could discover no
traces of the earlhguake at thiz place
which was near Councll Island, They'
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of sending you Ihe enclosed paper  rymbling sounds were heard, tumbling into the rver. They however  afterwards found that the Earthquake e
which, al a lelsure moment mMay¥, resembling dftant Ghwnder, and  called alowd and were answered by a8 had been less violent below — that ils -
perhaps, alford some llllle  pumerous heavy reports, Indicativeof  black man, who shewed himsell at  {yree gradually diminished to the =
amusement, & Wwhich you will be  axplosions seemingly from the bollom  some distance off, From him they  gouthward. They oblained their in- Ly
pleazed to dispose of In any manner  of the river and the low lands adjacent  understood thal all the Inhabltantsbul  formatlon on this point, at the mouth :}
you (hink proper. logether with the falling and crashing  himself had that morning, in the ul-  of the river 51, Francis, the Arkansas, !
Iam, &e. of many large and eavy trees al the  mesl conslernation, fled inte e  yWalput Hills, Warrenton and Natchez, ET
Dl BEDINGER. same moment seemed o Wrealen  country o the weslward of the  Below the 3ist degree of N. Lat. they
universal destruction, village. That the earth was broken I could not learn that it had been feltat |
Extract from the Journal of Danie] Immediately afler the first shock,  many places and (e openings [lled g, ' )
Bedinger on a voyage down Ihe  the thermometer was observed lo be with water. The houses much injured P
Mississippl: al 45. Aboul 30 minules afler lwe [irs! — the only brick chimney In the place i
December 13U, 1811, The barge  shock a second was felt; it was less  enlirely demolished and hat e e’

Loulsville, In which DMNelor Foster

violent and of shorter duration than

shwwrk al hall nazl 7 had oo moeh




Barges Venug amd Ohlo, caplains
Hedinglon and Becktle, The
Missiesippd It was observed, was
lower Uaan vsual hough nol o low as
it has been. The banks presented an
elevallen on an average of aboul 20
feet above the surlace of Lhe river,
The winds were lighl and the wealher
gloomy.

December 14lh, Toe avold Liresome
repetithons, the lemperature of Lhe
wealher will generally be nolléed in
manner following viz, Therm. 29 deg.
and 46, which Implies thal the mer-
cury of Fahrenheil's (hermomeler
slood at 20 deg. at sun-rise and 46 ol 3
o'clock .M. as was the case this day,
The three barges above named and
geveral olher boals proceeded down
the river. During he day there was
litthe wind — the weather was very
dark and feggy. In the evenlng came
loo at the Island Mo, 8 as deslgnated
by Lhe Pittsburg "MNavigator,"

Dee. 1600 Therin, 40 and 49, Gob
underway amd fouched al MNew
hiadrid, a fine handzome bank, bul
the place little improved, Descendesd
ihe river to ihe Island No, 13 which
lies about the latitude of 36 deg,, 20
mitlh, The wealher was very dark all
day & had Lhe appearance of whal is
sometimes called e Irdian Stmnier.

December 168, About 2 o'clock In
the moerming were alarmed by an
unusual nolse seeming under the
bottom of e barge, allended wilh a
vielent trembling and shaking of lhe
vigzel: amd Az the boats In company
were al the same lUme, equally al-
fecled all were soon convineed Lhat
the eauge was ne other than a vielent
ghock of an earthaquake swhich Basted,
(withoul inlermission) aboul 40
seconds. Immediately alter which the
boats tolled considerably (lhough
here was e wind). The river ap.
peared to be much agitaled, 1t was
suddenly covered wilh a Uik froth, IE
rose al least 18 Inches In a few
miinutes lime, and became very rapid

Lime until day lighl, nolthing malecizl
occurped, excepl repeated rumbling
sounds, seemingly al a distance and a
continual falllng in of the banks of e
river.

The boals, now all gol under way
and stood dewn the river. The ther
momeler al sun-rise was still al 45, Na
perceptible change was observed In
the temperalure of Lhe river waler,
Mothing was seen like lightning, lire,
smoke or anything of a veleanic
nalure, The wealher remalned dark
and cloudy and the winds were lighl
andd varinble,

About half past 7 o'clock &AM, there
was another shock, which for violenee
(it was agreed by all on board) ex-
ceeded the first; bul it lasted only
aboul 20 peeonds. Soon afler was seen
ia short distance frpmn e headmost
boat) a large spout or body of waler
rising from the river to the helght of
aboul 18 or 20 feet, when i seemed o
burst, and was inslanleously followed
by a loud report, Slmilar reports were
heard from the nelghboring low
grotunds al varieus distances from (he
river. A greal number of ald logs and
trees of an enormous size, were casl
up Lo the surface fromm Lhe bollom of
the channel, which caused the
navigation (alwayvs dilficult here) o
e still more dangerous, The mischiel
done by these logs cannent be
ascerlained, but a Mr., Alwell of Salt

*IL was allerwards concluded, tat,
nz this froth waz evidently produced
by the ebullitons or bubbling of
wialer, formed, during the concusslon
from the boliom and sides of e
river, lhrough innumerable ducls and
openings = as it {laabed off, down the
slream In so short a space of Lime, the
misl violenl elfects of the earthguake
could ol have exlended on e river,
o ony greal distance above Lhis
place,
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olsialned they relurned Lo e barges,
which by this Ume had passed the
village-+ . They conlinwed thelr course
down tee river. Al 11 o'clock they folt
a considerable shock, amd 20 minutes
after, anolher, ool so severe, The
thermomeler al 3 p.m. wag al 52, In
the evening all the boals in company
came oo, near e Island No. 23, A
landing was made on this island & it
was [ound [hat every part of the
beach, as well as the high land; had
been much rent and lorn Lo pleces,
Numerous springs or holes remained
which all had the appearance of
having discharged large quantities of
water, samd, mud and pieces of woodd,
which, In color and weight, greably
resembled mineral coal. Some -
spechmens wera brought away,

December 17, Thermameter 53
and 49 The wind (lret west, then north-
wesl; the morning very dark and
cloudy, Descended e river this day
to the head of the Canadlan reach, At
6 o'clock A.M, two shocks, cach of
shorl duration. Al 30 minules past 11,
one more violent, Oecasional rum-
hlings,

Decomteer 18Lh, Thermomeler 3
and 45, Remalned at anchor (being
wind bougxd) all day. Wind slrong at
MW, At 45 minutes past 11 AM. a
glight shock, and af 91", M, anolher,

December 1A, 'Therm. 24 and 36,
Wind [irsl wesl, Lhen variable, A clear
day. Proceeded Lo the firslt Chickasaw
blwlf and landed, On Uie high ground
discovered mo marks of the ear-
1hquake, Mear the river banks were
broken, bul nothing like those at the
Little Prairie. & glipht shock or jar at
IFM,

+ Below this place the counley is an
uninhablled willerness for several
hundred miles, excepling only at the
4th Bluff, where Lhere iz a small
salllemenl.
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