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Sarthquake

From Mr. James Fletcher, in whose statement we place the ut-
moest reliance we have reclcmcﬂ the following narrative:---At the
Little Prairie, (a beautiful spot on the west side of the Missis-
sippi river about 30 miles from New Nadrid), on the l6th aof Decem-
ber last, about I o'clock, A.M., we felt a severe concussion of
the earth, which we suppesed to be peccasioned by a distant earth-
guake, and did not apprehend much damage. Between that time and
day we felt several cther slighter shocks; about sunrise another
very severe cne came on, attended with a perpendicular bouncing
that caused the ezrth to opeén in many places---scmeé eight and ten
feer wide, numbers of less width, and of considerable length---
some parts have sunk much lower thanm others, where one of these
large openings are, one side remains as high as before the shock
and the other is sunk; some more, some less: but the deepest I
gaw was about twelve feet. The earth was, in the course of fifteen
minutes after the shock in the morning, entirely inundated with
water. The pressing of the earth, if the expression be allowsble,
caused the water to spout out of the pores of the earth, to the
height of eight or ten feet! We supposed the whole country sinking,
and knew not what to do for the bes:. The agitation of the earth
W% 50 grest that it was hi.h difficulty anv could stand en their
feet, scme could not---The air was very 5t*argly impregnated with
a sulphurous smell. As if by ingstincer, we flew as soon as we could
from the river, dreading most danger there---but after rambling
about two or three hours, abeut two hundred gathered at Capct.
Francis Lescuer's, where we encamped, until we heard that the upper
country was not dﬂmaged when [ left the camp {afrer staying there
twelve davs) to look for some other place, and was three davs get-
ting about thirty miles, from being obliged to travel around those
chasms .,

Previous to my leaving the country I heard that many parts of
the Mississippl river had caved in; in some places several acres at
the same instant. But the most extrazordinary effect that [ saw was
a4 3mall lake Delow the river St. Francis. The bottom of which is
blown up higher than any &f the adicining country, and instead of
water it is filled with a beautiful vhite sand. The same effect is
sroduced in many other lakes, or I am informed %y those who saw them;
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James Fletcher (Cont'd)

and it 1s\supposed they are generally filled up. A little river
cialled Pemisece, that empties inta the St. Francis, and runs paral-
lel with the Mississippi, at the distance of about twelve miles
from it, is filled also with sand. I only saw it near its bend,
and found it to be 2o, and was informed by respectable gentlemen
who had seen it lower down, that it was positively filled with
sand., On the sand that was thrown out ¢f the lakes and river lie
numerous quantities of fish of all kinds commen to the country.

The damage to stock, %c¢ was unknown. I heard of only two
dwelling houses, & granary, and smoke house, being sunk: ©Ome of
the dwelling heusss was sumk twelve feet below the surface of the
garth; the other the top wa&ﬁﬁ?cn with the suriace. The granary
and smoke house were entirely out of =zight; we supposed sunk and
the earth closed over them. The buildings through the country are
much damaged. We heard of no lives being lost, except seven
Indians, who were shaken into the Mississippi.---This we learned
from one wheo escaped,

Previous to the shocks coming on, we heard a rumbling noise
like that of thunder. They continued until T lefr the country---
gome vary singcere.-=-=-] cannot tell hew many there were.

The apove actouny 15 confirmed by letters from the country.

A gentleman attempting to pass from Cape Girardeau to the pass of
St. Francis, found the earth zo much cracked and broke, that it was
impessible to get along. The course must be abour 50 miles back of
the Little Prairie. Others have experienced the same difficulzy in
getting along, and at times had to go miles out of their way to shun
these chaszms,

We have no idea that the principal cause of the shocks orig-
inated on the Missibsippi---we have not vet heard the worse.,"
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