ir, LeT8ielr writes to the Geographical Sodiety,
of St.louis, and in his carrespondence with Prof. A.D.Hager;

-----

state geologist of lilzsour¥, in the year 1871, as follows:

#The first shock of the earthquakes was at 2
o'clock a.n. December 17th, 1811, and was very hard, shaking
down log houses, chimneys, eic. It was followed at short
intervals, half to one hour apart by comzaratively slight
shocks until about seven o'clock in the morning, when a
rumbling nolse was heard gprzrently in the west resembling
and not uniike distant thunder. In en instant the earth
began to shake and toter to such a degree that no persons
were able to stand or walk, This lasted perhaps for one
minute, and at thie juncture the earth was observed to be
as it were rolling in waves of a few feet 1in height, with
visible derreszlons bpetween. By and by ihese waves or
swells were seen to burst, throwing ur large volumes of
water, sand and a spcles of charcoal, some of which were
covered in part with a substance of which, br its peculiar
odor was thought io be sulphur. When these swells bursted,
wlde and long fissures were left rumning norih and south
paralel with each other for miles. I have seen some that
were four and five milesz in length, and on an average of
about four fect deep, and tem Teet or less wide. The
rumbling neise before meniioned and the wavez, eic., ap-
peamd 1o come from the west, and itraveled, ac it seemod,
eastward. ATtor thile s=light shocks varying in severity,
were at intervals, fclt until the 7th of Janueary, 1212, when
the couniry w s again visiied by =snother earthauske as vio-
lent as the itwo first and characierized Ly the same Tfrightful
resulis, 1%t was then that the ery arose among the peorple
*szuve qui reu?!"(=zave who can.) All but two families left
thic part of the country leaving sll their property con-
glizting of cattle, hogs, horses and portions of theilr house-
hold effoects, thatl proved a total loss. . . . . . . . .

Slight shocks after this continued until the 17th of February
when there was another very severe one, having the same ef-

fets as the othérs causing great injury to the land, by form-
ing more exiensive Tiszures, sinking high lands and forming

it into lakes, meking deep l1ldKes dry land and many of these

are now under cultivation., The damsged and torn up portions

of the country embraced a circumferance of not more than

one hundred and fifiy milez, tekKing the old towm of Little
Prairle as the centre. A very large extent of country on
elther side of Liiile River, also on both sides of the sSt.
Francols river, in this stale and Arkansas, and on the Reel

Foor Bayou in Tennessee was sunk below its former elevation
about ten feet, thus rendering that section of country en-
tirely unfit for cultivation. It iz a remarkable fzct and
worthy of notice that so few casualities ocoured, smong the
citizens there were but two deaths, both vietims being women:
Mre, La FPont died from fright and lirs. Jarvis received injuryfrom
the fall of a cabin log, from which she dled. WNoi so fortunate



were flat-boat men many of whom mist have perished judging
from the quentity of debris seen floating on the river, con-
gisting of barrels of flour, wniskey, etc., otc. A man
moving ‘from Tennessee to ArKansas with hils famlly-wife and
seven children-and a hired man were 211 lost from a flat-
boat: excort himself. A man nawd Glasscock—and family of
six or eight in number-were all lost at Island No 16, the
boat that they were in was supposed to have been capsized,.

My, Le Sieur, in his answers to interrogatlons
of Professor Hager says in his letter of June 17th, 1871:

First-That earthquakes in this region of the
gountry mentioned in my former communicatilons were never
known, nor are their amy signs left on the surface of the
earth as in thet of 1811 and 1812, to indlcate that itnere
had ever been any. And in many conversaticens had with the
0ld men of several tribes, Shawness, Delawares,and Cherokees,
all gaid that they had no traditionary account ihat earth-
quakes had ever visited the country before.

Second, wiith regard to the charcoal mentioned -,
it may be the kind you mention (albervine,or solidified
asphaltum) The peculiar order of the coal induced the
bvelief that it was impregnated with smlphur, yet it may have
ben the order of petroleum. It's smell was unxnown to us at
that peried.

Third-The water thrown up during the eruptlon of
the "land waves" was luke warm, so warm indeed as tc produce
ne chilly sensation while wading and swimming through it.
gince the year 1812 the shakes have been of frequent oc-
currence a2dvearing at intervals and not rferlodical, and seem-
ingly growinzg less every yesar,

Tourth-It wvould ve 4ifficuli 'to say wiith any dezreo
of certainty how high the water, coal and sand were thrown
up. The numerous fissures opened were of different sizes,
gome twelve to fifteen feet wide while others were not over
four or five feet, by guess I would say the waters etc.,
thrown up were from six to ten feet high; besides theses long
and nerrow fissures the water, sand and coal was thrown
out 40 a considcravle helght in a clrcular form,leaving large
and deep basins, some of tem one Iundrei yards across abd
sufficiently deep to retain water during the dryest scasons.
The following 1= a letter from the pen of lirs, Ellza Bryan.
First I will here give a short blography of the early life
of this distinguished and admireble lady as furnished the
writer by her no less intelligent granddaughter, krs, Mary
Eliza Howard, the wife of Judge James H. Howard of New
Madrid. _

vty grendmother (Xrs. Bryan) was born iay 10th,
1780, and died August 10th 1866 at New ladrid. BShe was born
in the =tate of Pem:sylvania; at an early age her father

(Azor Reccse) moved to Hentucky but only remained only a

iy
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