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CITAPTER X.
THE RETURN TO EXOLAND,

Retorn 1o Fogland, o awsit the arvival of Pariah, for (he final lqubdaiion of
the great operation—This takes place much laler than was sxproted, snd
the Lquidatine ba it made wntil Juce, 1811 Parlsh js aorompasied by me
b Autwarp, whars [ awalt the result—Usisua] profit by the sperstion—
Mesting, b Faris, with Labowclebrs, Parial, and Ls Nay Claunsont ; the bast
bosied with pew projects for tse sale of his lands, never bets Parish sut of
his shghi—Ra pod glanes at the valus of the busds purciased by Farish— o
dosbled progosigoos to bousrs i Egrope—I refose them— Resolution ts
relurn Lo New Orfsans— conmliations with Mr. Lalouchdre,
‘and then with Mr. Alemsader Baring, sl Lossbo, in relstion Lo my fulwre
wlaldibhmend st Mow Orloars —The seloction of a mnsd fulbmry
partner in buslosss—My departore fron Liverpod for New Yok, in Bap-
tember, 1811 Arrival there— Ouatinmtin of iy joorssy bs Now Orloane
overland, snd by mesns of the wostern navignton—The Balbusts | buld
socd 6L up sl Pitleburgh—1 follow my oompankon, who bad precedel s,
riel crvms the Alleghany meountams o beavetock—My find sojusintases,
wenr Uhe Falls of ihe Jussinin, with Auduolos, wie silerwanls beoame s
celebentod ae an ornithologiet My stay at Lexioglon —Hesry Clay— First
Urases of the carthquake, oo U way Lo Loudsville, nod thes fo that city—
The earthquake sowmes oo, im the sight of Febwusry 4, 1§12, coar Now Mad-
riil, Lspicde Ll iption of my sitwston—Comsquecces of
the saribquake—Ardval lu New Orleans, in Mareh, 1812, .

Boox sfterwanrds | returned to England, there to awalt the arri.
val of Marish, for the liguidation and scttlement of the wholo busi.
ness.  Lestapis had already let the United Siates, & year pre
viously, aml had gone with his family to Bordeanx, Parish
returned to Furope a pood deal later; landod, like myself, st
Falmouth, end st once repaired o his father in Cheltenbam,
Before be set out for London, he invited me to visit him at that
place, o wished for infrmation reparding the whole siale of
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things, and especinlly with referenco to the feeling of Messra, Hope
aied Baring. | badd alrealdy et bin know, while he was yet ln the
United States, that in regand (o his lands be would encounter no
difficaliy. In Avgust, bo made up bis mind to go, by way of O
tend aned Antwerp, to Amisterdam, to wind up allairs with his
principale,  llo ovpressed the desire that | should accompany
hien, at least to Antwerp, nl there await his retarm from Am-
sterdam. | agrend 1o da this, the more readily as | too wished to
bring my plans for the fatiore o somwe clear light, and place
thein on & socure lasis, Mr, Labouchére had proposed to me 1o
enter the buouse of his hrother st Nantes, in the place of Mr. Tro-
treau, and to marry the only daughter of that wealthy and upright
man, since hoer Gather, na bo told me, would be content with that
arrangement, and hail meanwhile promised to give her a dower of
150,000 francs, if | were lnclined to agreo.  But Mademolselle was
exactly the roverse of & pretly mwl agrecable young French lady ;
vivacity, grace, amld cullivation were lacking In an equal degree ;
ared i sho would wot preciscy pass for a sinpleton, still cng thing
wan corlain, nacly, that scensibile persons wnst bo very different
indeed., | copseqpuintly declined the offor,  David Parish, whe
wis annious to retarn o Uwe Unital Statos, now desired to place
mo sl tho bead of an estallishment, that was to be opened in Liv-
erpool, with a capital of £20,000 sterling, and in company with his
brother.indaw, Flamilton, from Glasgow, who had married his
shader, the whlow lamiak, This capital was o be conlributed
by liim, bis brothers in Hlamlnirgh, the Messra, Baring, and my-
wolf] in oqual wamis of C5000 sterling.

I was sbesivous of it beooining 'ﬁunilhrlj acquaintod with Mr
Hamilton, before sgreciug aud plolgiog mysclf 1o this arrange-
ment,  After | had learvd 0 know that gemtloman, | quickly
mado up my il Lo docivg the proposed partnership, The good
maty possscssesd v nercantile experience whatever,  1le had sim-
[-?Ir lewen the agenit of a Lasaulon Fire Insnrnnce f'.umr..n,,_ at (Glas-
pow, bl mareded a widow eight years obler than himself, but for
all that very stirastive aml agrecalde, and seemned to be o man of
weak and wndechlal charseter, iquite happy and contented under
ihe peilicoal povernment B0 whicl be was subjecied, Moreover,
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I lenrmesd, froen Mr. Alexander Baring, that he had only promised
his participation in the whole plan, becaase bo had been lad Inte
the bolief, that | had bLeen fully consulted in regard to it, and had
approved of the matter, Ilence | made my excuses, and doclined,
8o 8000 &8 | had learned, from Mr. Baring, that he was quite wil-
ling to aid me in the exceution of my own project, namely, the
establishment of a concern at New Orleans, | had, bo thought,
mado an excellont seloction, and such & house, in ponscssion of 1he
confidenco of good Evropean houses, must bo snccessful, My re-
fusal displeased Parish, as much as my proceding one had annoyed
Mr. Labouchidro ; luat | fdt myself sufliciently well sustained in
Mr. Alexander Baring's approbation of my project to returu 1o
the Unitedd States ; for he was also of the oplalon, that, in either of
the cases referred to, it wonld have been rather a hazanloas under.
taking to unito with & partner in whom | could feel no confidence.

Parish returncd, within fourteon days, from the sottlemnent of
his business in Amsterdam. Of tho details, | have learned more
from Mm than | knew from personal observation, The lands re-
mained, as bo had deslred, on his own sconunt.  Mr. Labouchdre
declined his proposal, to divide the ball commision, gusranticl
by Echeverria and Septien, which, as the reader may remernher,
amoited to §260,000, between my friend Lestapis and myself,
as bo thought it dangerous (o place young men in possession of
s ynich eapital all at once, and because Ouvrard, whom Napo-
lcon's mensures had prostrated, had been the originator of the
whaole business, to which they wers indebted for such advantages,
and that he had now reappeared on the ecene, and consequently
was the best entitled po the money. Ilereopon the whole sum
was proscotod to him.  Afler the wun of £53,500 had been put
wide, with & view to mecting the lawsuit carried on by Sarmiento,
and other similar eventualitics, the amonat of profit remaining in
this husiness was pot loss than the beavy sum of £778.750 ster.
ling. Mr. lenry Hope, of London, to whom the scttlement that
had taken place in Amsterdgm was eommunieatad, was of the
opinion, that the alayve Iﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂ sterling might also qu divided, as
it was not probable that, particalarly after such enormous profits,
they should ever, by an unlucky chance, be Jeft without the incans
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of replacing this sum, The opinion of Mr. Hope met with gene.
ral approlation, and 1be whole profit to be divided was set down
al LRE2250 sterling.  In conncethon with this business there ex.
isted, b the hands of Messra, Hlope, 8 separate book socount,
which the uninitiated of the office had never been permilted to
sev. o computing this profit, no reference is made to the gain
which lowed s 1o the Messra, Tlope and Baring slone, without
the participation of Marnh upon the millions of Spanish dollam
which were shippol at Vera Cruz, in Eaglish frigates, and brought
by them diroct to London,  Nor most we leavo out of sight the
preat sdvaniages sorured by eommissions on the mle of the nuimne.
roas carpees seul on American aconunt to Amasterdam, Rotterdam,
Antwerp, md Hamburgh (lster Tocnningen). Aecording 1o the
instractions given to Parish, the cargoes destined for Hamburgh
wero 1o have been sent to the Messra, Matthicson & Sillem, Hope's
own evsrrospesisdont, bat he dispatched them to the house of his bro-
ther, Mr. Le Ray de Chaumont, whe had sold I"arish the greater
portion of his newly acpuiral lavls, aml who had been brooding
for years over the snproductive of them, was now, se-
vunlisgg to the Freneh proverh, * LA ppetit vient en mangeant”—

kecnly wrgesl by adesire to make farther saloa,  He had followed
clusa at the heels of Parish, and when the Jatter repaired to Paris,
aftor compdeting his luminess ot Amsterdam, ho aleo hastened 10
that capitol.  Mr. Labouchére and | were also there at the time.
Business had brought the former gentlemen thither, but 1 had
come for no other parposs, than to bid a brief farewel] to this my
Evorite place of sojowrn, Boon afterwards Le Ray arrived, o
prresent Bimesell vawcn more wilth his maps, u.k-ulnli-mu, and plans,
Parish had apquinted & dinner, at the then colebrated restauraut
of Hobert, st which the American land . Mr. Labou-
chére, bis friend Moritz Von Bethmann, from anhht.lnd I,
were prosent.  Mr. Lo Ray de Chaumont expatiated to such a
degree, in relation to the immense p ve ad oon-
mectod with these Jands, that Mr, Labouchérs, who could not fail
1o sed through the whole business, suddenly turned to Parish, and
remarked, that ke would sooner or later have o rue his heavy

purchases of lande, * | think, on the contrary,” replied Parish,
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“that it will be yourself who will, at least, inovitably regret that
you did not also purchase a portion of them." Labouchére was
always ready for a repartos, so replied, * I will never regret your
mocess ; and the greatest pleasire you would cocasion me would
b, 10 prove one day that | have been mistaken, But | am afraid,
for your sako, that [ will have to sdjourn that gratification fur
soing time to come.” Mr. Lo Ray st coce comprebended that
his fimve projects did not take in this dircetion, and became silent,
When taking my coffes, aller dinner, | remarked to Mr. Labou.
chara, that the whole tenor of his conversation had not been of a
nature caleulated to gradify or enscourage Parish.  His roply was,
that bo alwaya wished 2o cut short the talk of Mr, Lo Ray, and
other similar spoculators, and Lo keep hin bousa clear of foolish
projocts ; and, as far as Parish waa concerned, be added, * ha will
only too soon find out that he has committed & piece of fully."
Bome peopla in Europe, particularly in Hamburgh, aro inclined
to aseriba vary great valos to these lands, on which such enor.
inpus summa of money had been cxpended, and to regard thom as
mince of wealth. But if any one will culy reckon up the capital
laid out, and that too at & very moderate estimate—say $700,000,
and the real sum was much more—and then add thres per cont,
Interest, remembering all the whils that, during a space of thirty-
five years, the property has returned no interest whatever, and
scarcaly even covered the expenses of keeplng it, they will dis-
cover that thess lands must now be worth, st the least, §2,000,000,
Sines the discovery of come veins of iron ore it has, ender good
managermenl, at loast veturned scane intorest | whether the latier
amaunts to the nett mign af can ba known only to the
Parish family, lnto whose hands It fell after David's death; bt |
cannot suppress the dogbt, that It doss not reach that sum,
Having st length come to sn understanding with Mr. Labou.
chére, in regard to what his bouse was disposed to do for me, and
io common with the Barings, in case 1 aarried out my deslgn of
oponing ao establishment st New Orleana, | ooce more went o
Lendon My first visit, of , waa to Mr. Alexander Baring,
who beving beon already informed by Mr. Labouchdre, invited
me 10 vislt bim In the country, on the ensuing Saturday. Tle
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had & very pleasant villa at Carshalton, whero be received me at
the appointed time, and where | remained until the next Monday.
The hours passed there were spent in & very pleasant manner, but
pol & moment could be fand for an interview rospecling the
object of my visit—~fur even in his solituds he was overwhelned
with a thousand matters of importance. At length, before break.
fust, on Monday moming, be told me that be would drive jnt
the city in his curricle; and we had scarcely startod bofore be
began, in the carriage, and wilhout any opening of the conversa.
tion on my part, to cxpress a clear and wellarmanged progeadtion,
in relation to the intended sopport of my plans, This consisted
in & capital of 00,000 sterling, advanced for five yoars, at five por
cenl., ind a blank eredit in favor of my business for £10,000 more,
It was, nt the same time, to bo understood, that the two houses
of llope and Baring should be named in my circalar, as leading
friends and references.  In cxamining an extract from my acooant
with U london honse, | found, in addition 1o the considerable
sums Jdue to me on my agency, s round balance of L1000 ster.
ling, whosa source | could pot conjecture, placed to my credit.
Upen imequiry | learned, that when the final seltlement was made
in Amsterdam, it had boen determined to allow me this bonus, on

‘wooount of the nomerous ltems of outlay which | might have hed

in tho course of my agency, without making any note of the samir
In fact, thoy had discovered a marked difference betwoen the
statemnent | had made cut, of my travelling snd sundry expenses
and thoss of the other gentlemen, which were, one and all, charped
against the general enterprise.

I looked about me i London for a capable and active young
man, valculated to inspire and retain confidence, and found such :
one in & young Livonian, named Edward Hollander, from Rigel
My good friend, Frederick W, Brederlow, from the frmerly
wellknown howse of Mowrs. Joachim Ebel Bohmidt & Co., of
that city, had specially recommended him o' me. In Liverpool
I found the same Captain Stirling who had brought me, in the
month of July, 1805, in the good ship Flora, from Amsterdam to
New York, for the first time.  Of course | y gave him and
his pew vessel, which be called the Aristomenss, the preference
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over all the rest then lading for New York, and embarked with
my travelling companion, in Sepleraber, 1811, [t was exactly the
scason of the equinoctial storms, and also the famous year of the
great comet, which remained visible for such a length of time, and
whose mfluence, as was afterwards affirmed, boneficially affectad
the vintage oo the RMine, and the banks of the Garopne. Woe
lost but two masts on that perilous voyage, but safely reached
New York after a passago of forty-eight days [ was anxious to
sequire some knowledge of the far western regions, whoso rich
and manifold prodections, of all kinds, were carried down the
Ohlo and Misisippl rivers, destined 1o be the svurces of the
prosperity of New Urleans, al their banks were then but
thinly populated, and were almost entirely wild and anreclaimed.
In pursuance of this desire, | resolved to cross the Alleghany
miountaing to Pittsburgh, in the State of Peonaylvania, aod thero
purchase & couple of fat-boats, in which | and my compasion
would quietly Sost down the rapid stream to New Orleans, about
2,000 miles. The oaly other means weual st that time, for passage
or transporiation on the two rivers, was by keel-boats, as they are
called. These wero long narrow barks, which would coutain at
the farthest about two bundrod barrels of flour, and which eould
complets the journay, by the uss of cars, in from thirty Lo thirty-
five days; whils the flat-boats, which were only stesred, consumed
forty or filty days in making the same distance. The latter, bow-
ever, were more couvenlent for the rassportation of passcugers,
sincs thers was space snough on them (o put up quits s eug
sleeping.room, with bads, &a, and o1 cornierent kitohen and dining.
roomn. | sent my friend Hollander a fortmaght in advance of me,
o Pittsburgh, to purchass two sach fat-boats, one for our own
use, and the other Lo sccommodats my horse with s stall. More
over, we could thus take along with us some four hundred bar.
rels of Bour, which could always be disposed of to advantage sl
New Orleana, and would suffice to pay the expenscs of our jour.
ney. | managed to procurs an excellont borse In Philsdelphis,
and, with my saddle-bags strapped to his back, [ started in De-

cember alone, on my way to Pittsbargh. Jt was verycold. 1

rode, sarly one moming, entirely alone, over the lofticst summit
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of tha Alleghany ridge, ealled Laurel ITill, and about ten o'clock
arrived st & small inn, close by the Falls of the Juniata river,
Here | ordered & substantial breakfast. Tho landlady showed me
Isto & room, and sald, [ perhaps would not object to taking my
meal at the same table with a strange gentleman, who was already
there. As | sntered | found the latter who at once
struck me as being, what, in common parlance, is called an cdg fish,
He waa sitting st a table, before the fire, with & Madras hand.
kerchiel wound around his head, exsctly in the style of the French
mariners, or laborers, ln & seaport town, | stepped up to bim,
and socosted bim politely, with the words, * | hope | don't incom.
mode you, by coming to take my breakfist with you™ “Oh neo,
sir,” bo repliod, with a strong French sccont, that made it sound
like “No, sare." “Ah," | continved, “ you are & Frenchman, sirt”
* Neo, mre," b anawered, “ hi emm an Heenglishman,” “ Why "
[ maked, in return, “ how do you make that out? You look like
s Froochman, snd you spoak like one™ * i emm an Eenglish-
man, bocag b got a Heenglish wife,” he answeral. Without in-
vestigating the matter further, we made up our minds, st break.

fast, to remain In company, and to rids together to Pittaburgh.

He showed himsell’ to be an original throughout, but st last ad-
mitted that be was & Frenchman by birth and » native of La Ro-
chelle,. However, he bad come in his early youth to Loulsians,
had grown up in the scascrvice, and had gradually become o the

American. * Now.” | asked, * how does that sooord with
your quality of Englishinan 1"  Upon this he found it convenient
to reply, in the French language, “ When all is ssid and done, |
am somewhat cosmopolitan ; | belong to every country.” T
man, who afterwards won for himscll so great & name in natural
history, particalarly in omithology, was Audubon, who, however,
wia by o0 means thinking, at that time, of cocupying himeell with
the study of natural history.®

® ln & third volussa of Auduboo’s greal, ocatly, asd pow very rare work ca
= Amerisan Ovuithelogy,” there is 5 circossslactia]l sesousl of our
pear (e Falls of Juskata, sad & fatteriog sehnowledgment of the Ltls sarvies
[ was 0 fortonate a8 Lo bave Lhe opportonily of readering my sompasicn ai
that time, and alterwands upon the coomsion of his jouroey 1o Eogland.
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He wanted to bo a merchant, and bad married the daoghter of
sn Englishman, named Bakewell, formerly of Philadelphia, bot
then residing and owning mills at Bhippingport, st the Falls of
the Ohio, and in the neighborbood of Loulsville, It was also his
intention to travel down the Obdo into Kentucky., At Pittsbargh,
ko found no other opportunity of doing so than the one offered by
my fat-bosts, and, a8 he was & good companionablo man, and,
moreover, sh accomplished sketcher, | invited him to take & birth
in our cabin gratis. He thankfully sccepted the invitation, and
wo left Pittsburgh, in very cold weather, with the Monongahela
and Obin rivers full of drifting ice, in the beginning of January,
1812, | leamed nothing furtlheér of his travelling plans until we
reached Limestone o littdo place at the northwestorn cormer of
the State of Oldo, There we had both our borses taken ashore,
and | resolved to go with him overland, st first to visit the capi-
tal, Laxington, and from there to Loulsville, where ha expected to
find his wife and his parestsinlaw. My two boats, which | had
left wnder the charge of Hollander, were to meet me ot the same

We had scarcely finished our breakfast, at Limestone,
when Audubon, all at once, sprang to his fect, and exclaimed, in
French, * Now | am going to lay the foundation of my establish.
ment.”  Bo saying, be took a small packet of address cards and
a bammer from Lis coatl pocket, some unalls from his vost, and
began 1o nail up one of the cards to the door of the tavern, whero
wa were laking our meal. Tho addross ran as follows : “ dudu.
bom & Bakewell, Commirvion Merehants ( Pork, Lard, and Flowr),
New Orleans.” Ob, ob! thoughtl, there you have competition
before you bave got to the plaee yoursell Yot “as this com.
misslon house could not refer to the influentla! name of the
Messrs, Hope, or of Messrs. Baring, and as pork and lard, more-
over, were not artlcles which had any very great atiraction for me,
in the way of trade, | consoled mysell with tho thought, that com.
petition of this nature could not amount to much,

From Limestone, Audubon and | rode on together as fir as
Lexington, the capital of Kentocky., It was then a
little town, whero | beard a great deal of talk about a highly.gifted
lawyeor, who, during the elections or members of Congross, had
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distinguished himscI” in the taverns amd streots, by all sorts of
brawls and Gstientl Lattles.  This man was no other than Heury
Clay, whose roppitation soon after hegan 1o rise so rapidly. 1le
wan then o member of Congress ; but kis external appearance was
by no means calenlated 1o convey any very high idea of his in-
tellectual capacity, although ho had, as early as the period of
which | apeak, already soquired great colelrity as an orator,

A frightfully eruel poactice prevailed at that tme among the
greater part of the rude inlabitants of tho westorn states. It con-
sisted in allowing ihe fngeranils to grow so long, that, by cutting
thems, you could give thew the form of a small sickle, and this
strange weapon was used, i the broils that constantly occurred, to
eut out the eyes of the bostile party. This barbarous sctlon was
called gimging, Upon this excursbon through Kentucky | saw
several persons who lackol an oye, and others, both of whose
eyes were disfigured.  The exasperation then reigning throughout
the United States, in relathon 1o the difficulties with England, was
much greater in the wostern provinees than along the sea coast,
and the feeling was very intense.  As I passed through Frankfort,
on .my way from Lexington to Loulsville, | was told that the
legislature of Kentucky was just thon in session. | resolved to
@0 thither, so that | might compare that body with the sessions of
the territorial legislature of Lovisiana, which 1 had had the oppor.
tuuity of observing in New Orleans, and which was made up of
the most singular mivtare of native borm Americans, and men of
Fresch and Spanish extraction, | had searcely entered the legis-
Istive hall, when | hoard & very cathusiastic orstor dealing forth
a violeat Jdiatribe agaimst England, with the following words:
“ Wa must have war with Great Britaln—war will ruin her com.
merco—oommence is tho applo in Dritain's eyo—thero we roust
gouge her 1" This flower of oralory was received with great ap-
planse 3 and, it 1nust be confessed, that for such » population as
ot of the inhalitants of Kentucky formed at that period, it was
extremicly well thmed, and betrayed a certain poetie sweep of
thought, The North Amcricans in general possess oflen an un
mistakable keerness of perception, which quickly enables them
to cateh & certain similarity between two altogether different
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things. Among Lhen one frequently bears comparisons of the
most striking deseription, from tho lips of the most uneducated
men. o the bapplest of thess, which have reached us from the
otber side of the ocean, perhaps bolongs one that was made by
the American post Barlow, the author of the Columblad.  Every
one who, dering his time, understood and spoke the English lan.
guage, was full of the splendid phraseology of the English orator
Burke, who, in bis enthusisam, so often rose to an almost im.
measurable helght. Barlow, yho had heard bim, and who had
sither boen unable to follow him in his Jogical conclusions, or had,
as bo thought, found no sound argoment in what be sald, broke
out Into the exclamation, * He rises like s rocket, spreads a glar.
ing light, and comes down like a stick |™

| waa riding alone through the vast forest which separates Frank.
fort from Logleville, when, all at once, my horse, aa iff strock by
lightning, suddenly stood still—the trecs around uva had for some
seoonds exbibited a strangs beaving and wavlag motica. The
anjmal | bestrods oboyed Lhe spur, when | attmapted to firoe him
oanward, with & sort of Lerror, agaln stoad saddenly still for an
instant, and then finally sdvanced in & tremor. [t was soma time
before he fell into his nmal pace.  Upon my arrival in Loulaville
I was at once surrounded at the tavern door, and pertinaciously
asked il | had noticed anything of the carthquake, and 1 felt su-
thorized to say that | had. The Okio had boen frozen over for sey-
eral days, and for more than a week past no boat had descendeod the
stroam ; hence my hosts and my friend Holluder were frosen up
on (he way between Limestone aod Loylgville.  Thres days after-
wards, Just o we bad all st dowa to dinnes, the whole bouss was
violently shaken ; glasses, plates, and bottles jingled, and fell from
the board ; most of the guests leaped to their feet, exelaiming,
“There's the exrthquakae, by jingo | there is no humbeg about it!™
s they rushod into the street.  Bot all was still again, sad overy
one gradeally returned to his house, Early the ndxt morning |
learned that the earthquake bad locsensd the koo from the Ohio,
and had agiin opened the current of the stream, and that several
boats, among others two flats, fastened together, had been cartied
down over the Falls lying between Loulsville and the little town
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of Shippingport, sitealed al the distance of & few miles from the
Former place. | at once rode over to Shippingport, and there
found my boats and my companion in mfety. So soon as we bad

and increased our stock of provisions | retarned to my
boata, and, having recommenced our journey, we in & fow days leit
the dear transparent walers of the Ublo, and passed by its junction
with the mighty M isslasippi into the thick and turbid flood of the lat-
ter stream. W floatad on quietly for several days, srresting our
oourse, as was usual, al night, and socaring our boals in any way
we could to the river bank, In Matboat journeys like ours it ls
rule never o trust your crall in the uight to the force of the cur.
rent, for tho surface of the waler Is 80 frequently broken by trees
(which have been swept sway from the shore, and then become
fast Imbedded lu the bottom of the river, where they remain im.
movable, and are designated by the name of planirs, aa well an
by thoss which are, likewise, fast imbedded, but bave & constant
up and down motion, whenes they are known by the title of
sawyera), (hat it is almost an impoasibility 1o avoid them at night,
maidd, In fact, to do o s difficult in hrosd daylight. Tn this way
wo reached the amall town of New Madrid, on the 8th of Febru-
ary. Boma twenty boats, which bad left Bhippingport at the
same time with us, kept us company. [t was & clepr moonlight
night: my friend Hollander had retired to rost, and 4 was sitting,
about twolve o'clock, at & little table, sketohing & caricatore of
Madison,* then 'resident of the United States,wnd of whom it
was said, that he was under petlicoat government. Madison had
sbortly before issued & proclamation, in which be called upon the
Amaerican people “to put o armor, and assume & warlike attl
tede.” My caricature reproscoled him in & general's uallorm, In
an attitudo as il bo were calling out troope ; his wife stood beside
him, with & military chapean on ber bead, o muskat on ber shoul.
dor, and arrayed in the red breoches which her predecessor Jeffer.

® ] pent this taricators to Davil Parish, i buag it op b years in his bed-
ehamber, al Opdenlargb.  Fros hia bamls it passed inls the possessog of
Donis A, Smith, the well known Cashior of the Mechanion® Bank, io Halui-
more, aod (benrs, seversl years later, it came back (o ma, afler that baak
Yok
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son was known o have brought from France, afler the revole
tionary periosd, when he resided at Paris as Ambassador, and was
generally ssscrted o have worn, | bad just given the last touches
tw the somewhat dilapidated red hose, when there camo & frightful
crash, liko & sudden explosion of wrtillery, and instantly followed
by countiess fiashes of lightning; the Mississippl foamed up like
the wilsr in & bolling canldron, and the stream fowed rusking
Lack, while the forest trees, near which we lay, came cracking and

down. This fearful spectacle laated for several min-
utes ; and the flerce flashes of , the rubh of the receding
walers, and the erash of the falling trees, sccmed sa if they would
never end. Hollander, starting ballway up from hia bed, bur.
riedly exclaimed, * What is that, Nolte 1" What other answer
could | give him but that | mysell did not know, yet supposed it
1o be the effect of an carthquake. | clambered up to the roof of
our bost. What & spectacle! Our flats were indeed still Boat.
ing, but far away from the shore where wo had moored them st
nightfall. The agitated water sll sround ws, full of trees and
branches, which the stream, now Bowing in its proper curreni,
was rapidly swoeping away, and & light only here and there visible
from the town—in short, a real chacs. The feebles erew, which | had
broaght along with me from Pittaburgh, to man my flat-boats, con-
sistod of throo sailors, whom want of employmont at the seaports,
while the embargo lasted, had driven to that inland cty, and »
river pilot, soquainted with those streams, They told me that the
boats around us had let go the tackle which secyred them io the
ahore, and were now Moaling down Lho siream, and asking whether
wo bad not better do the same thing. | at once reflocted that if,
under the usual circumatances, it was dangerous, and therefore by
no means sdvisable, to trust to the stream in the night, it muost
row be much more 80, when the danger was greatly increased by
the trees which the earthquake had locscned and driven away,
and that comsequently it would be a better plan to remain where
wa were until daylight had returned, and we could see cur way.
At sunrise the whols terrible scena was disclosed to our gaze, and
the littde town of New Madrid, sunken, destroyed, and overflowed
1o thresfourths of its extent, lay more than five hondred paces
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from ua, with some of its scattered inhabitants bere and there vis-
ible among the ruins. Our Loats were fixed in the middle of an
hhndﬂ:nndb;ﬁﬂm1mh.lnlmmlhmupmdhﬁulh
Ill'wﬂiwtnpl_‘nhrlhm,ndmtlhunuul, At length
wo Were Again on the stream, and continued our course,
by day's journeys, until wo errived, on the thirty.second day’
aher our departors from Pittaburgh, in Natchor, in the State
of Missdmmippi, Il-ﬁ:mrahmmhmﬂdﬂﬂh
concerning the earthquake, as it had been noticed in that place,
we remained & week, during which time not a singlo one of the
boats arrived that had surrounded us on the evening of the Gth of
February. When we reached New Orleans, wo learned that the
carthquake had not boen any farther there, than that
the chandeliers In the lall.-roomn had all st once boen observed to
rock from side to side, and that & number of ladies had felt quite
ill, whils othors iostantly fintad. ‘This remarkable earthquake,
which was &0 Jdisastrous in Iummmmuﬂ in ths
parthwestern part of the State of Missouri, shook the whole extent
of Loulsinna more or Jess, and stretched throughout the whole
region lying drbund the Gulf’ of Mexico aa far as Caraocas, whers
it finally raged with terrible fury, almost entirely destroying that
town itaelf, and reducing to poverty, or swallowing up, 40,000 in-
babitants there, and in several other placos in the nelghborhood,
Of tho boats which surrounded us on the evenlng of February 8th
nothing was ever afterwands hoard, and wo should y have
shared the same fite, had it nut been for the plan we sdopled of
remalning by the shore.

I bave always regarded it as a great gift of heaven, that amid
the many serious dangers in which | havo been frequently ex-
posed during the course of my lifs, | was ever able to retsin &
ceriain tranquillity, and wy cotire presence of mind.
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