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night of the 20ih instant, Three large extraordinary fires, in the all, one
appeared in an ¢asterly direction, one in the north, and onc in the soutl.
Their contivuance was several hours; their size as large as a hiouse on
five; the motion of the blaze was quite visible, but ne sparks appeared.
““ Another phienomenon appeaved on the 22d of November, of whick
I was a spectator.  About 2 o'clock r. s, a meteor took five in the air,
attended with a fulminating noise, and bore a southeast direction; and
liowever unaccountable, it is a [act, that about the same insiant, a
whitish substance, resembli ng a Elu::] in size and shape, delached itsell,
ard descended with a swift motion, from the cloud of smoke that was
formed, and was beheld at my house, and fificen miles due north of it,
und twenty-three miles west of it, at the sanie instant.  ° ° e
“ Whether these things are oimninous or not, enc thing i is rnﬂnm, tluﬁ

LT

.atime of mlracrdm:ums." - y ¥ S
"T'o thiese curious notices, I add the communication from ’\r.wnﬂxle-‘ms, g
of William Shale, Esq. dated March 200, 1812, e
“ Dean S]n . ; T A RSt e T

b I‘h'ubh*l'in 1'.]1:: interest you fake in all lﬂlun[ events, [ do m}sr.]i
the pleature to communicate to you the following simple account of,
the late emlhquane, as I received it from the patren of a Immur’l\y
boet lately ariived heve.  On the 7th of last February, at 3 A, s1, be-'
ing mdored to the bank of the Mississippi, about thirteen miles abore ¢
New-Madiid, he was awakened by a tremendous roaring noisg, felt his
vessel violently shizken, and observed the trees over the bank falling in
EH.J:, dircetion, and :l"fxl:l!.ml like lceﬂs on a um:]_',f {l.l._}f,um] Ly “E.i!:-f .
of fire ernitted from 1he earth, Ilc immediately cut his cable and put
oif into the mﬂ‘h of the river, where he soon found the current
chanzed, and the Loat hurried up, for ahout e space of 4 minute,
with the veloeity of the swiftest horse; he was obliged to hold his hiand. |
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ta his hr.-:uJ to anp hm Jat on. On the current’s running its naturul

. course, which it did gradually, he :mltmucd to proceed dun n the river,
:uu] at ubout daylizht he came to a most “tervific full, which, be thinks,
: was at Jeast six feet perpendicular, r.:if.m]m-r ucross the river, and
nllc-ul hall a mile wide.  ‘The whirls and npphn"a of this rupid were |
.. such that his vessel was allogether upmanageable, and destruction
* seemed inevifable; some of the former he thinks were, at least, thirty
~-feet deep, and scemed to be formed by the waler's being violertly
sucked into some chasm in the river's bottom. Ile and his men were
_constantly employed in pumping, and bailing, by which, and the aid of
Providence, he says, he got salc through! As soon as he was 2ble to”
look round, lic observed whole forests on each bank fall prostrate, to
.use his 0WN comparison, like soldiers grounding their arms at the word
" of mmmanﬂ On his arrival at New-Madrid he found that place
c.nmplcle wreek, sunk about twelve feet below its level, and .-:::tu-;,]_-jr
deserted; its inlabitants, with those of the adjacent country, who had
fled there for refuge, were encamped in its neighbourhood: he l;ﬂpl'e-‘
“sents their eries as truly distressing. A large barge loaded with five
hundred Larrels of flour, and other articles, was split from end to end,~
and turned. upside down at the bank. Of nearly _thﬂy..-ln:.&.;-d boats . ~
uuly this and one more escaped Ju:-.tmclmn, the water ran twelve feel "
perpendicular, and threw many of them a great rany rods on shore ;-
- several lives were lost among the Loatmen. .:llmlhi:r fall was formed
about cight miles below the town, simtlar to the one above, ﬂm_ voaring
of which he could distinetly hear at N ew-2ladrid.  Ile waited five days
for the fall to wear awny; during that time the earth was constantly
'll:ﬂ:lnl..llillg. al intervals of about five minutes, Il observed many fis-
sures in the eaith Lelow the town, five or six feet wide, extendizg in
Jlength out of sight, and vne side several feet lower than the other. On
the Gfth day he passed the lower fall which Ll worn away te a praeti-
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cable wapid:  Ile fclt a succession of shocks nf r.:::l.I;qun...c unt:l he
came down 1o Flam Island. e spoke of many ]'.l]I_‘,"IL'a] changes in the

Tiver, .pm ticularly a great muluphc:tmn of sawyers, bLut he does not r..u»-. .
seribe them with sullicient accuracy to cn:hlr: me {o give you an.
"account of them. S T ‘ e, Ml

« ] have also scen several persons who F:.‘I.Hl‘.‘l‘]. "'”-.m\-"ii'-.rlnd onthe ""Dih '
of February; they report that the carth still continued to tremnble’

there, at that time. The falls had worn away 1o smooth mm:l-.n :
“ With very great respect and esteem I am, Dear Sir, gour

: very humble servant, '
~# The ITon. Samezs L. Mrr:mu.. - W'._ SI‘L‘LLER."_ A

Thc information tﬁnla:nr:d in a ﬂcscnphnn, fnrwmﬂcr] u:. 'W:]E:mn
Duanc, Eszq. by one of his correspondents at St. Geneviey Jm Lumsl—
ana, show:s the state of opinion in the mind of the scns:lﬂe wriler, l}mm.
about the 1st of April, 1212, on the sulject of the carthquakes at New- '
Madrid, and the surr ounding region. 'llns may be found on the pages ik
of his Aurora.

A B. Woodward, I:iq one of l]lr.- _Tur]rrcs uf M""Hl Territo: Cerritory, in
his letter of the 7th of April, 1812, wrote thus: “ We have had nine- .
_shocks of the earthquake here, of which I have an exact memorandum
of ciglt, and have somchow entirely lost the time of the other. 1 folt
four mysell. I know only ene person, a French Jady, who felt the
whole; speaking here of the cight”  And in a letter dated June 234,
the same gentleinan obzerves, that “in a Jate journey to the Riviere
aux Tranches, in Upper C'anada, T found the number of shocks of the

carthquake felt there, was exactly the sane as huc, that is, nine
Dr. Rober tson, the enterprising traveller to the sources of the Ar,

kansaw River, L_*,f order of the government, in 1206, witnessed the phic-
nomena of these e..al]:qu.uﬂ-;--:, very particularly at St Genevieve, wheve
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