EARTUQUAKE.
(ommunicated” for the Bardstor: Llcpositary.

In di-scending the Mississippi on the night
of the 6th Pebruary, we tied our boat to a wil-
Tow-bar on the west bank of the river, opposite
the head of <thie 9th sland, (coanting from the
mrouth of the O no,) we were lashed 10 another
bout—Ahou. 3 eviock on the moreing of  the
7th, w&' were waked by tae vieleni ngitation ol
the boat, nttemde 'l with a noise more tremen-
dous and terific thun I can deseribe or any one

conceive, who wis not presunt or near to such |

a scent. The constant discharge of heavy
canuon might give ~ome idea of the noise for
lo:dness, but this was infin.tely more terrible,
on accouni of its appeariag to be  sublerranc-
ous. _

- As'goon as we waked we discovered that the
bar to which we were Licd was smking, we cut
loose and rowed nur bouts {or the middle of the
river. After getting out so far a3 to be out of
danger from the trees, which were falling in
from the banks—the swells in the river were
so great as to threaten the sinking of the boat
every moment, We stopped the varholes with
blankets to keep out tiie water—after remain-
i g in this sitnation for some time, we perceiv-
ed a light on the shore which we -lefl—(we
having a lighted candle in a lantern on our
boat) were hailed and advised' to land, which
we attempted o do but could not effect it, find-
ing the banks and trees still falling in.

At day light we perceived the head of the
tenth Island. During x11 this time we had
made only about four niles down the river——
from which circwmstance, and from that of an
«immcnase quantity of water rushing into the
river from the wootds—it iz evident that the
earth «t this place o below, had beenraised so
high us to stop the progress of the river, ad
cause it tooverflow its bunks. Wetook the right
hand channel of the river at this Jsland, and
reached within about hulf a mile of the lower
enl of the 1oun, we were affrighted with the
appearance of a dreadful rapid or fulls in the
river just below us, we were so fur in the suck
that 1t was impossible now to land—ull hope. of
survaving wis now lost and ceruain destruction
app-arcd to await us ! We having puassed the
rapids without injury, keeping our bow fore-
most, both baats being still lashed togerker.

As we pussed the point on the Jeft hand be.
Jow the Island, ihe bunk and trees were /ap.d-
ly falling in.  From the state of alurm 1 w.s
in at this time, I cannot pretend to be correc.
as to the length or height of the falls—but my

impresaion is that they were about equal tothe |

rapids of the Obio, 4s we we luwer

pont of the Island looking an the. feft caw. |

nel, we thought the falls extended higher up
the river on that side than on the right.

There was bne boat coming down on the same
morning I landed ; when they came in sight of
the falls, the crew were so frightened at the

t, that they abandoned their boat and
made for the Island in their canoc——two were
left on the Island and two made for the west
bank in the canoe—about the time of their land-
fﬂﬁ'ﬂl!ﬂ saw that the Island was violently con-
vulsed'; one of the men on the Island threw
bimsclf' into the riverto save himself by swim-
ming ; oneof the men from shore met him with
the canoe-and saved him. ‘This man gave sud’.
an account of the convulsiuns in the Island ti.:t

neithier of the three dared 10 venture back for |

the rerhaining man. ‘The tiree men reached
New Mudrid by land. The one man remained
on tic Island from Friday morning till Sunday
evening, when he was tuken ofl’ by a canoe sent
from a bout coming down. 1 wus several duys
in company with this man ; *he stated that du.

ring hus stuy on the Island, there were frequent |
cruptions, in which sand and stone .coal, and }

wuler were thrown up. The violent agitation

of the ground wus such at one time as mduced
him to bold to a tree to support himself ; the
curth gave way at the place und he with the
thee sunk down ; and he got wounded in the
fall.  The fissure was so as to put it out
of his power to get ouf at that place——he
made his way-along the fissure until & sloping
aide offered him an opportunity of crawling
out. Hestates thatfrequent lights appeared—
that in one instuice, after one ot the explosions
near where he stond, he ‘approached e hole
trom which the coal and sand had been thrown
np, which was now filled with_water, and on
putting Lis hand nto it found it was warm.

During my stay at New Madrid there were
upwards of twenty ‘boats landed, all of whem
spoke of the rapids above and conceived of it
as 1 had done. .

Several persons who caime up the river in a
small barge, represented that there were other
falls in the Mississippi about 7 miles below N.
Madrid, principally on tli€ eastern side, more
dangerous than those. above—and that some
boats had certajnly been lost in attempting to
pase them—but they thought it was pructica-
ble to pass by keeping close in to the western
shore. =

From what I had seen and heard 1 was deterr.
ed from procceding further, and nearly gave
uv:;y what property I had. Oun my return by
land up the right side of the river, I found the
surface of the earth for 10 or 12 miles cracked
in‘numberless plates, running in different d-
réctions——some of whjcl were bridged and
some filled up with logsto muke them passuble ;
others were so wide thut they were obliged to
be surrounded ; i some of those srucks the
carth sunk on one si+ trom the level 1o the
distance of five feet, .ad firom ane to three feet
there was water in mwezt of them. Above thus
the cracks were not so numerous nar sy great ;
but the inhabitunts had generally left their
dwellings and gene to thediigher grounds.

Nouning sppeared to, have issued from the
erucks ; Lut wherever there was sund and stone
roal, they scem to have baen thrown up- from
boieg——in most of those which varfed insize
there was water standing——In the town of
Vew, Daduid ‘there were four, but neither of
them had vented sfone or sand—the size ot
them in diametcr varied from twelve to fifty
fcet, and in depth from five to ten feet, from
the-surface to the water. In travelling out from’
New Madrid those holes were very frequent,
and were to be seen in duferent places, as high
as Fo t Massuc on the Ohio. ;

MATTHIAS M. SPEED."
Jefferson conunty, March 2d, 1812,
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