The writor iz in vosseszion of the following account
of the earthqueXesz and its oeffects upon the liissicsippl
river that has never veen wrilitien before hence has never
been publiished. John Wiseman from Nelson County, Hentucky,
was born in 1790 and dled in Hizsouwril in 1851, was at New
Madrid during the shakXes. Ho '8 a flatboat pilot and had
descended the Ohio river and down the Mlsslssippl as far
ag Wew lLiadrid, with a flatboatl loaded with whiskey that had
beenl manufactured in Kentucky. He had lald at the wharf for
geveral days and had droppod dowm his boat several miles
below the landing where he tied up and remained until after
the shakes. Then the next morning vefore day, (Deo. 156th
1811) he sald: I was awaxkened by a roaring nolse and if my
flatboat load of whilskey had sprung a leak and made the
"Pather of Waters® 4drunk it could not havo commlitiod more
somérsaults, It secmed that old Vesuvius himself was drunk,
and from that time on, at intervals, that roaring and shaXing
of the earth contimied untll about the 7th of February, and
up to the 17th of Februgsry were nany hard shakes, and on the
latter dey was one that cxcelled in noise force, and terror
all procoding ones, when the earth was rocked about like a
eradle and itz surface rollirg like waves a Tew feet high
and in places ocausing fiszures in the earth from which large
volumes of warm water, sand and charcozl was blown up, the
gas coming from thesze fissures smelling ldike sulphur, The
oountry lmuedliately around where our boat was moored was not
peroeptibly sunk, but the country norihwest and west from
where ocame the roaring nolse was sunk many feet and also over
in Tennesgsee east of the hills was surnk to a great depth. IV
was then that we saw a sfi@dbar formed below us that extended
clear across the river, and the water commenced rolling in
tarriflec waves up the ocurrent and broke our boat loose from

her faatening. Thiz bar lasied only a short time; in a
fer hours the retrograde current soon spresd over it again
and we succedded in making our boat fast with stout ropes
and then abandoned it and returned on foot to Wew Madrid
with my two flatboat hands, On our wey we crossed a bayou
near whose berks was an "Indian wigvam® vwhere lived a defunct
Indian chlef named "Webpacapa" (John Big Knife.) Seelms

nothing of the chlef we stepred to the door of his"wigwam?
whell he arose without amy fear or teror depicted in his
countenanice, but with a hideous and voe-begone look, uttered
the usmial Indian salutation "Whoo! Hon, Joel!l® (my friend}
and point-ing his right hand finger to the heawvens and

with his loft hand, showing the tottering motions of the
earth, he eald! "Great Spirit ke-chi-monito, whisky too
mich; heep drunk, bine-by he make all gone Injun hunten
ground."”

On our afrival at New liadrid we found all was
destruction; the site of the town appeared to have sunk tem
or.twelve fect. We returned to cur boat in a few days amnd
found it secure whilst nearly all other boats were lost. In
a Tew weeks we contimued ocur journey on Jo Hew Orleans seeing
terrible devastationg of the country as far south as Memphis;
but the greatest destruction was west of the Mississippi
river begiming from six to ten miles west and southwoat of

New Madrid.
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