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Dear Teacher or Group Leader,

WetakethisopportunitytothankyouforyourinterestintheCH.NashMuseumatChucalissa.AtourMuseumvisitors
experienceaprehistoricAmericanindianmoundcomplexahands-onarchaeologylaboratoryexhibitsontheprehistoric
andhistoricoccupationsoftheregion,anaturetrail afullycertifiedarboretum,alongwithanarrayofplantspeciesusedin
medicinaldyeandotheractivitiesfromthepast Atthesametime studentslearaboutthescienceofarchaeologyaswellas
thefascinatinghistoryofbothcontemporaryAmericanindiansandofthosewhoonceoccupiedtheChucalissaenvironment
prior to European contact.

TodaytheCHNashMuseumandtheChucalissasiteareoperatedbytheUniversityofiMlemphisTheexhibitsandpresentations
focusontheinterpretationoftheprehistoridViississippianculturethescientificdisciplineofarchaeologythestudyofNative
AmericansofthepastandpresentdaytheAfricanAmericanhistoryofthisuniquearchaeologicalsiteandthenatureofour
40 acre forested environment.

TheearthenmoundsatChucalissawereconstructedandoccupiedbetween1000-1500A.DbythepeopleoftheMississippian
culturewhobuiltplatformmoundsusedforceremoniesandresidencesofhigh-rankingofficials.TheMississippianslived
inpermanentvillageswithhousesmadeofmudandthatch.Hunting fishingandcornagriculturewerestaplesofthe
Mississippiandiet. Chucalissa'sprehistoricindiansalsoparticipatedinavasttradenetworkandacomplexsociety.Their
descendentsjndudingtheChoctawChickasaw,QuapawandCherokeeareafewofthecontemporarytribesthatstilllivein
theMlid-SouthregionTheChucalissasiteandthesurroundingareawasthehomeformanyAfricanAmericansfromthetimes
of slavery, during the sharecropper era and to the present day.

Toprepareforyourclassvisit thispacketcontainsinformationaboutoursiteandtheopportunitiesavailableduringyour
visit including:

«A brief overview of what the C.H. Nash Museum has available for your group
«How to make reservations for your group and prepare for your visit
‘What to do when your group arrives for their visit and tour
«Adescriptionofoureducationalprogramandcraftofferingsalongwiththeappropriategradelevelandtimeto
complete each offering. The Teacher Resources link on our website contains the curriculum standarc
our educational program offerings.

ifyouhaveadditionalquestionsomeedmoreinformation pleasefeelfreetocallusato01-785-3160onwritetochucalissa@
memphis.edu.ThankyouforchoosingtheC.H.NashMuseumatChucalissa.Welookforwardtoyourvisit.

Sincerely,

Robert Connolly. PhD
Museum Director



Group Tours, Exhibits & Programs

-Guided tours are offered to groups of all ages.
«AHands-OnArchaeologylLabgivesstudentstheopportunitytolearnaboutthescienceofarchaeology.

«Our African American Cultural Heritage in Southwest Memphis exhibit focuses on the historic era c@munit
Chucalissa.

«Our main exhibit gallery interprets prehistoric and contemporary Native American cultures with a f@@us on t
and Southeastern United States.

«ThefortyacressurroundingthemuseumincludesacomplexofNativeAmericanearthenmoundsandridgesatraditional
medicinal garden, a vegetable garden, an arboretum, nature trail, picnic area and replica house.

TheCHNashMuseumStorehasthelargestselectionofNativeAmericanandarchaeologicaltitlesintheMid-Southalong
witheducationalandgiftitems.WefeatureawidearrayofhandcraftedpiecesbyNativeAmericanartisans.

-With advance registration we offer group special programs and craft activities as listed in the followjlig page
information packet.

Group Rate Admission Fees
Our student/child group rate is $3.00 per person. The rate for accompanying adults/chaperones
is $4.00 per person. For every ten students, one adult receives fre e admission.

Making Your Reservation

Sothatwehaveadequatetimetoprepareforyourgroupvisit,pleasemakereservationstwoweeksinadvanceofyour
intended visit. You may call 901-785-3160 or email inquiries to chucalissa@memphis.edu.

Preparing For Your Visit

Pre-visitActivities:Forpre-andpost-visitactivities pleasevisitourwebsiteatwww.memphis.edu/chucalissawhereyou
will find a link to our Teacher Resources page containing additional activities.



StudentExpectations:AllstudentsmustshowrespecttotheEarthworksandNativeAmericanartifactslocatedthroughout
theChucalissasite EveryonemustremaintogetherasagroupandfollowthetourguideThereisnofood,drink gum,or
candyallowedintheMuseumStudentsareonlyallowedtotouchandpickupartifactsintheHands-OnArchaeologyl abwith
supervision of a tour guide.

ProperDress:Areservationincludesatourofthecentralmoundcomplexlocatedoutsideofthemuseum Studentsand
adultsmustwearclosed-toeshoesandappropriateseasonaldressforwalkingoutside lfyouchoosetohikeourNatureTrail
andArboretum,youwillencounterbugsdirtandpoisonivyPoisonivyisfoundinthewoodsingeneralbutnotthetrails.

Parking:Automobilesandbusesmustunloadstudents,chaperonesandteachersatthefrontdooroftheMuseum.Buses
aretoparkinthepicnicarealocatedinourupperparkinglot.Thereisaparkinglotforadditionalautomobiles.

AdmissionFees:Admissionfeesmustbepaidonorbeforethedayofyourvisit.Pleasecoordinateyourgrouptomake
onesinglepayment Feesarebasedonthenumberofstudentsandadultsinyourgroupaswellasadditionalcraftactivity
fees Designateoneadultinyourgrouptocoordinatepaymentuponyourarrival Pleasemakesuretoupdateyourpayment
accordingtothenumberofpeopleinyourgroupWecannotmakechangeforoveragesofpre-printedchecksWeacceptcash,
check and credit cards. All checks must be made payable to the University of Memphis.

Restrooms:RestroomsarelocatedinthefrontandrearoftheMuseum.Thereisahandicap-accessiblerestroomintherear
of the Museum. Please allocate time for your group to have restroom breaks.

LunchiLunchmaynotbeeatenintheMuseumorcentralmoundcomplex\Wehavedesignatedpicnicareasforsnacksand
lunchTheT.OFullerStatePark JocatedadjacenttoChucalissa hasseveralpicnicandpavilionareas.CalttheT.OFullerPark
Office at 901-543-7581 for more information.

Photography: Still and video photography are allowed throughout the Museum and Earthworks.

MuseumStore:OnlytenstudentsareallowedintheMuseumStoreatonetime.YoumaywishtoconsiderourGrabBags
for your students (more information at the end of this brochure).

Chaperones:Adultchaperonesareresponsibleformaintainingorderwiththevisitingschoolgroup providinglearning
assistanceandpossiblyhelpingwithactivities Chaperonesarerequiredtoremainwithstudentsthroughoutthestore.

WeatherIntheeventofinclementweatherconditions,outsidetoursmaybereplacedwithadditionalindoorprograms.



On the Day of Your Visit

'Uponarrival,pleasemakeasingIepaymentattheFrontDesk! -
inthe Museum store.Paymentsmay be cash, check, or® B
creditcard.AllchecksmustbemadeouttotheUniversityjis
of Memphis. Checks must be for the exact amount.
We cannot give cash change for checks written
for more than the actual fee amount.

-Afterpayment,teachersaregivenagroupagenda.Thesel
agendas include an itinerary of the tour, programs, crafts, and
names of tour guides.

Students enter the Museum'’s auditorium for an orientation and introductory video.

-Aftertheintroductoryvideoandorientation,tourguidesbeginrotatingstudentsthroughtheHands-OnLaboratory,
theAfricanAmericanCulturalHeritageofSouthwestMemphisexhibit themainmuseumhallthatfocusonprehistoric

and modern Native American cultures, and the central mound complex. Guided tours last about o hour ¢
(20minuteseachfororientation/video,Hands-OnLaboratory,mainmuseumhallandcentralmoundcomplex).

«Inadditiontotheguidedtour,weofferavarietyofactivitiesforyourgroup.Thefollowingpagecontainsalistof
available programs and crafts. You may choose one program and one craft when making your resg@ation. |
request for special programming, please call the Katie Maish at 901-785-3160 ext. 12.

«Other opportunities to consider during your visit include our 1/2 mile Nature Trail, Plant Sanctuary, ihd Arbc
also have a picnic area for your convenience.

+Please remember that teachers and chaperones are responsible for maintaining order and approprjite studk
Yourattentiontothisdetailiscriticaltobecertainourtourguidescanprovideaneducationalandenjoyableexperience

for all participants.



Educational Programs at the C.H. Nash Museum at Chucalissa

Native American Music

Grades: K-8 and special needs
Time: 45 minutes

TheprogramexploresthehistoryandprovidesademonstrationoftraditionalNativeAmericanmusicalinstrumentsStudents
willearaboutvariousinstrumentsandwaysthemusidsusedinNativeAmericancultureComparisonswithothercultures
fromthroughouttheworldarealsopresented Throughastorytellingactivityindividualstudentsareselectedtoplay
differentinstruments Studentsalsoparticipateinafundrummingcircleactivity!Foranadditionalfeeof$3.50perperson,

each student receives a bamboo flute to use during the program that they may take home.

Prehistory to Trail of Tears
Grades: 4-12
Time: 30 minutes

ExplorethepresenceofAmericanindiansintheMid-Southfrom10,000B.Ctotheirforcedremovalfromtheregioninthe
1830sThisprogramdetailsthearchaeologicalevidencefoundofNativeAmericansthroughouttheUnitedStatesincluding
EarthworkscomplexessuchastheSerpentiVioundinOhioPovertyPointinLouisianaandCahokiaMoundsinlllinoisThe
programalsodiscussesandanalyzesthedifferentstereotypesofNativeAmericansandemphasizesthediversityamong
tribes.TheprogramalsopointstotheroleofNativeAmericansasindividualsandcommunitiesincontemporaryNorth
American culture.

Mystery Box




Grades: 3-8
Time: 30-45 minutes

ParticipantsinourMysteryBoxactivityhavetheopportunitytohandleandinterpretthesametypesofartifactsthat
archaeologistsexcavatefromWestTennesseesitesInanintroductiontotheactivity,studentslearnthatarchaeologyisa
scientificexerciseandnotatreasurehuntasoftendisplayedinpopularmedialngroupsoffourstudentsarethenassigned
aMlysteryBoxthatcontainsactualhistoricand/orprehistoricartifactswhichtheysortinventoryandinterpretThroughout
theactivitystudentsleamabouttheculturesthatproducedtheartifactsThestudentsrecordtheirfindingswhileconsidering
theartifact'sfunction;therawmaterialsusedtomanufacturetheartifactandwhethertheobjectwasusedbyhistoricor
prehistoricpeoplesPrehistoricartifactsincludepotteryprojectilepoints stonetoolsandanimalbones Historicartifacts
includebottlesceramicsmetalobjectsandplastics AfterinterpretingtheirownMysteryBoxeachstudentgroupcompares
thesimilaritiesanddifferencesoftheculturerepresentedbytheirartifactswiththatofgroups.Theactivityconcludeswitha
discussionofthetypesofartifactsthatweleavebehindtodaythatwillbeinterpretedbyfuturegenerationsofarchaeologists.

Trash Talks
Grades: 4-12
Time: 30 minutes

Archaeologistsexcavatethroughwhatpeopleleftbehind orotherpeople’sgarbage Pretendyouareanarchaeologist
fromthefutureexaminingthetrashoftodayWhatcanyoulearnaboutourculturefromourtrash?Examinethemodern
“artifacts'leftbehindtodiscoverthelifewaysoftoday.Theprogramemphasizestheimportanceoftheconservationof
cultural and natural resources.

Native American Sports & Hunting

Grades: Pre-K - 12 for program as well as chunky and stickball activities, 6-12 for atlatl activity
Time: 30-45 minutes

NativeAmericanSports&Huntingisaprogramofferedtostudentsofallages,providinganexcitingandinteractive
opportunitytoplayandlearmabouttraditionalsportsandgamesincludingchunkeyandstickballaswellashuntingwith
spearsandatlatlsThisprogrampromotesieamingandphysicalfitnessWeinvitestudentstoparticipateinahands-ongame

and hunting experience on our central mound plaza!



African American History of Southwest Memphis
Grades: 3-12
Time: 30 minutes

ThisprogramcomplementstheCHNashMuseum'srecentlyinstalledexhibit, TheAfricanAmericanCulturalHeritageof
SouthwestMemphiscreatedinthesummerof2010bynineareahighschoolstudents.Theexhibitfeaturesa20minute
documentarythatwascreatedbythestudentsTheinteractiveactivitiesoftheprogramchronicletheeventspeopleandiife
in Southwest Memphis from the Civil War to the present day through games and role playing.

Prehistoric Stone Tools and Weapons
Grades: 4-12
Time: 45 minutes

ThisprogramisatrulyuniqueofferingintheMid-South Studentshandleandlearnaboutawiderangeofprehistoricstone
toolsTheyleamthatprehistoricstonetoolscommonlyreferredtoasarrowheadsactuallyservedmanydifferentpurposes
suchasuseasknivesdrillsandscrapersComparisonsaredrawnbetweenthetechnologiesofprehistoryandthepresent
day.Alloftheartifactsusedinthisprogramareauthentic,someseveralthousandyearsold Weatherpermitting,the
programconcludeswitheachstudenthavingtheopportunitytothrowadartwithatypeofhuntingtoolinuseforthepast
10,000yearsknownasanatlatl.Becauseoftheuniquenatureofthisprogram,groupsizeislimitedto20participants.

What is Archaeology?
Grades:4-12
Time: 30 minutes

The'WhatisArchaeology?'programallowsstudentstoappreciatehowarchaeologistsinterpretthesignificanceoftheuse,
ageandlocationofexcavatedartifacts.Theprogramisidealforlearningaboutlifewaysrangingfromprehistorichunter-
gathererstothegarbageleftbehindbyourcontemporarysocietylnthisinteractiveprogram,studentsarechallengedto
interpretthetypicaltypesofgarbageorartifactsthatarchaeologistsexcavatefrombothprehistoricandhistoricsites.



Educational Craft Activities at the C.H. Nash Museum at Chucalissa

Coloring Books

Grades: PreK - 2
Cost: Free

ThiscraftincludesabriefhistoryofNativeAmericanswholivedintheMid-Southfrom900A.Dto1500A.DThestoryis
accompaniedbyblankillustrations StudentscolorintheillustrationswhilelearingaboutNativeAmericanprehistory.

Simple Beading

Grades: PreK-12
Cost: Free

SimpleBeadingconsistsofonepieceofyarnandeightbeadsstudentsusetomakeanecklaceorbraceletThisactivity
includes a short lesson on Native American jewelry and color symbolism.

Talking Sticks

Grades: 3-12
Cost: Free
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TalkingSticksaremadefromapopsiclestick feathers,stringsandmarkers Onlythepersonholdingthetalkingstickis
allowed to speak in a group!

Pottery
Grades: 4-12
Cost: $1.00

ThisprogramincludesalessononNativeAmericanpotteryandtheuseofclayYourstudentreceivesapieceofclayandis
taught how to make a pinch pot.

Snake Painting

Grades: 4-12
Cost: $2.00 per student

StudentscreativelydecorateawoodensnakewithpaintTheyaretaughttheChoctawstoryofthe Sintf“snake’inthe
Choctaw language) along with color symbolism in Native American culture.

Basket Weaving

Grades: 6-12
Cost: $2.00 per student

ThiscraftteachesstudentsthebasictechniqueofNativeAmericanbasketweavingandthecolorsymbolismusedinNative
American dress, ornamentation, art, and pottery.



Dream Catcher

Grades: 5-12
Cost: $2.50 per student

TheprogramincludesahistoryandsignificanceofthedreamcatcherinNativeAmericanculture Studentsmakeadream
catcher using their choice of bead and feather colors.

11
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Storytelling and Videos

WeofferseveralvideochoicesthatexplorethehistoryofcontemporanylivesofNativeAmericansoftheMid-South Oumost
popular video offerings include:

The Rough Face Girl

Grades K - 5, 25 minutes
ThisanimatedstoryfromtheRavenTalesseriesistoldbyafrogandteachestheyoungcharacter(Dza)andchildrentoday
that true beauty lies within.

How Rabbit Lost His Tail
Grades 4 - 8, 8 minutes
This humorous cartoon story is told in the traditional Chickasaw language with English subititles.

When the Rabbit Stops Dancing

Grades 6 - 12, 17 minutes
ThisfilmtracesthehistoryoftheMississippiBandofChoctawindiansNeshobaCountyReservationinMississippifromone
of the poorest in the United States to their modern economic success.

Black Indians: An American Story

Grades 9 - 12, 55 minutes
NarratedbyJamesEarUonesthisfilmexploresthecommonstrugglesfacedbyAfricanAmericansandNativeAmericans.
Familymemoriesandhistoricalhighlightsexploretheuniqueancestriesandinfluencethroughoutthegenerations.

An Enduring Nation: Short History of the Chickasaw Nation

Grade 6 - 12, 12 minutes
ThisfilmtracesthehistoryoftheChickasawNationfromtheiroriginstopresentdayinOklahomawheretheyareleadersin
economic development while retaining their rich cultural heritage.



Group Agenda Example
Pleasenotethatthisisageneralsample.Timeandactivityordermayvarydependingupongroupsize.

Memphis Elementary
January 1, 2014

20 Students

10 Adults

9:30am - 11:45am

Stations:

Auditorium

Hands-On Laboratory
Classroom

Main Museum Hall

Central Mound Plaza (outdoors)

Tour Guides:

Samantha

Carolyn

Agenda:

9:30am - 9:45am Group arrival/Introductory Video in Auditorium

9:45am - 10:05am Tour of Hands-On Laboratory

10:05am - 10:30am Scavenger Hunt in Main Museum Hall

10:30am - 10:50am Educational Craft in Classroom

10:50am - 11:15am Educational Program (usuallyin Auditorium but varies by program)

11:15am - 11:30am Tour of Central Mound Plaza
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C.H. Nash Museum at Chucalissa
Grab Bags

Isyourgroupinterestedinpurchasingmerchandiseduringyourvisit?Considerorderinggrabbagsinadvance!

Studentsand/orteachersmaymakechoicesbeforevisitingthemuseumTeacherscollectmoneyinonelumpsuminadvance
andpayuponarrival Museumstaffassemblesgrabbagsthatwillbereadyupongrouparrival Teacherscandistribute
packages at their convenience. Time can be spent learning, not waiting in line!

Grab Bag Options

$3.00

Includes:

1 Chucalissa pencil

1 Chucalissa postcard

1 reproduction arrowhead
1 dreamcatcher necklace

$5.00

Includes:

1 Chucalissa pencil

1 Chucalissa postcard

1 reproduction arrowhead
1 dreamcatcher necklace
1 animal figurine

Ifyouareinterestedinpurchasinggrabbags, please contactKatie Maishat901-785-3160ext.12or
chucalissa@memphis.edu to place an order. Thank you!



