



COMM 2100: Communication Inquiry 

Instructor:  

Virtual Office Hours: 
Course Description:  This course will focus on the history, development, and impact of the discipline of communication, with an emphasis on the three major traditions that 

shape the University of Memphis department: rhetoric, social science and media studies.  Coursework includes definitions and models of the communication process as well as a focus on major theories in the discipline and their practical application in everyday life.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students will

· Understand the depth and breadth of the discipline of communication and distinguish between key approaches to study within the field.

· Articulate the differences and similarities between various definitions and models of the communication process and understand the impact definition has on the field of study.

· Summarize the history of the discipline of communication.

· Identify and explain key theories within the rhetorical, social scientific and critical cultural approaches to communication.

· Apply communication theories to a variety of real-life communication contexts.

Required Text:  Duck and McMahan, Communication in Everyday Life, 2nd edition, Sage Publications. 2015.

Assignments
Weekly Discussion Board (15 x 20)
  
300 points

Quizzes (5 x 50 pts)



250 points

Final Exam




100 points

Total





650 points

Assignments
Discussion Board: Each week we will have a Discussion Board assignment for you to complete.  Some weeks they will be group oriented, some weeks they will be individual posts.  The weekly Discussion Board is the heart of an online course and will count for weekly attendance and participation.  The Discussion Boards have little value to the class after the weekly deadlines have passed, which is why I won’t accept or grade late Discussion Board posts.
Quizzes: There will be five Quizzes posted and you will always have one attempt and 1 hour and 15 minutes to complete a quiz. It will be very difficult to pass the quizzes if you haven’t done your reading in advance.  The quizzes will consist of objective and short answer questions.
Final Exam: The Final Exam will be comprehensive and worth 100 points.
Attendance:  How can an online class have an attendance policy?  IMPORTANT:  This class is not self-regulated.  That is, you cannot do the assigned work at your own pace.  You will have weekly assignments and they are due on a weekly basis.  If you do not turn in your work on a weekly basis, you are not attending class.  If you stop attending class for an extended period, I will assume you have dropped the course.  You will not be able to rejoin the class and do make up work after a significant period of absence.  

Late Work:  Occasionally, due to illness or a personal emergency, you may fail to meet a weekly deadline.  I will, only in those cases with documented evidence, accept work that is turned in within a week of the due date, with a 10% penalty (one letter grade) for being late.  After that week has passed, I will not accept late work.  Without documentation I will not accept or grade late work. 

Usual deadlines for Weekly Discussion Board posts are Friday by noon for original posts and Monday at 8:00 a.m. for your comments on class posts.
Academic Integrity: I expect the work that you turn in for this class to be original work that you are using for this class and only this class.  I don’t believe in “recycling” work from other classes.  
Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited. Students guilty of academic misconduct, either directly or indirectly, through participation or assistance, are immediately responsible to the instructor of the class in addition to other possible disciplinary sanctions, which may be imposed through the regular institutional disciplinary procedures.

An instructor who believes a student has committed an act of academic misconduct shall notify the student in writing of the basis for the belief and allow the student five (5) business days to respond to the allegation. The student shall respond to the allegation by scheduling a meeting with the instructor to discuss the matter. After meeting with the student to review the alleged misconduct, the instructor has two options: (a) they may make a decision regarding appropriate action, or (b) they may refer the matter to the Academic Integrity Committee. (University of Memphis Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, page 17-18)

Your written work may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar electronic detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources. As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your written work, or be given other instructions to follow. By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may undergo this review process and that the assignment may be included as a source document in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. Any assignment not submitted according to the procedures given by the instructor may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.” (Office of Legal Counsel, October 17, 2005)
Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities (including invisible disabilities such as chronic diseases, learning disabilities, and head injuries) are encouraged to notify their instructor of their condition within the first two weeks of the semester.  The college and your instructor will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities.  Any claim of disability must be documented by the office of Student Disability Services in order to qualify for accommodation.  

A Few Additional Notes
· You MUST have a copy of the textbook, and the course reading is NOT optional.  Additional required reading will be posted on eCourseware.  It is highly unlikely that you will pass the course without doing the required reading.  In an online class, reading and writing are the primary means of learning and assessment.  While I will supplement the written assignments with live chats, if you are not comfortable with substantial weekly writing assignments, you may want to take the course in another format.

· Plagiarism will result in failure of the assignment and will be reported to University officials.  Multiple infractions will result in failure of the course.  All work in this course must be your original work, or, in the case of group work, the work of the group members.  Work that you have previously submitted in other classes is considered academically dishonest.  
· Customary deadlines for course work will be Friday by noon for initial posts and Monday by 8:00 a.m for comments and responses to initial posts.  These deadlines will be adjusted for observance of holidays.  Because the Discussion Board posts have very little value to the class after the deadlines have passed, I will not accept or grade late Discussion Board submissions.
· I will do my best to keep up with Course Discussion Board grades, but as I am teaching three other classes this semester, I will ask that you allow me two weeks to get your completed work graded.  If you see a zero on an assignment that you have completed, it is safest to assume that I haven’t graded it yet, not that you have failed!  
· It is always my intention as an instructor to conduct classes in an atmosphere of mutual respect. Much of what we do in the course discussion will take place in written format, and it is possible that we will mistake one another’s tone from time to time.  Always assume that I’m speaking to you in a calm and pleasant manner.  If I’m trying to convey anything else, I will be explicit.  Any post that I find hurtful, demeaning or disrespectful will be deleted from the course discussion board, along with an explanation of why the post was unacceptable.

