


COMM 2381:  Honors Oral Communication

[bookmark: _GoBack]Required Texts
· Public Speaking: Finding Your Voice (11th ed.), Turner, Osborn, Osborn, and Osborn. Pearson 2018.  
· The text can be purchased as an e-textbook through the eCourseware widget
· This text is also widely available in hard copy new or used and may be purchased or rented through the school bookstore or any other textbook outlet. It shouldn’t be an onerous expense for anyone.
· Readings available in class and on eCourseware

Course description
In this course, you will practice using a broad range of techniques to craft effective and ethical oral presentations that address contemporary issues.  Through this practice, you will gain confidence in your ability to address a diverse audience with clarity and persuasive impact. This skill is highly valued by employers and critical to your success as a student as well as in your personal and career development. You will practice active and ethical critical listening as you play the role of participatory audience member. You will also examine the vital role of public discourse in creating and maintaining stable civic and community relationships.

Course goals
Upon completion of this course, students will
· Develop a public and professional communication style that corresponds with their identity and goals.
· Articulate their ideas with clarity and precision.
· Construct and deliver messages via different communication platforms, using technology appropriately and nonverbal communication effectively in each setting.
· Understand the appropriate application of rhetorical convention and technique to create effective presentations.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the dynamic relationships between speaker, audience and message.
·   Clearly explain concepts, processes and ideas and develop cogent arguments using data gathered from multiple, credible sources.
· Demonstrate cultural sensitivity by addressing diverse audiences in various contexts.
· Use their speaking skills to build individual confidence and a vibrant university community of learning that will help foster career and personal success.

Teaching philosophy
I see my primary goal in the classroom as providing an additional perspective for explaining the human experience through communication.  I understand that most of you have not taken other rhetoric courses (in this context, read as “the study of public speaking”), so I hope to introduce you to the rhetorical lens for the first time.  My goal is to motivate students to see that this lens is an important part of your experience outside of the classroom, showing you a critical tool for understanding persuasive messages.  The ultimate compliment from students is an acknowledgement that they see rhetoric at play in a variety of contexts—in the political arena, music, advertising, classroom lectures, textbooks, etc.  I want you to leave the classroom knowing that you are learning skills that will be integral to your lived experience—not just information to be learned and forgotten once you leave the classroom.

Course requirements
Detailed information about each assignment will be available on eCourseware.  Below you will find preliminary information about the projects that you will undertake this semester.

Introductory speech									10%
	3 minutes speech that introduces the audience to some important element of your background.
Informative speech and outline								20%
7-8 minute informative speech on some component of the historical civil/human rights movement.  For example, you might talk about a human rights event or concept.
Persuasive speech and outline								20%
7-8 minute persuasive speech on a contemporary human rights issue.  For example, you might talk about poverty in the US, international rights issues, gay rights, etc.
Tribute speech and outline								20%
5-6 minute speech paying tribute to any historical human rights figure, event, or concept.  
Quizzes											10%	
Regular quizzes over readings.  You will be asked a few listing or short answer-type questions.   
Self-evaluations 									10%
You will record your speeches and complete brief analysis reports after the informative and persuasive speeches.
Class participation									10%
Participating in class discussions and in- and out-of-class-assignments, attendance.	
	
Grading
The following grading scale will be used for overall course grades:
90 and above=A		80--89=B	70--79=C	60--69=D	59 or less=F

The following grading scale will be used for speech grades:
A+= 98	A=95  	A-=91 	B+=88  	B=85  	B-=81  	C+=78  	C=75  	C-=71  	D=60  	F=50
Speeches are graded according to the guidelines posted on the eCourseware site.

Course expectations and resources

Participation:  I expect all individuals to participate in class discussions, assignments, and exercises.  The course cannot succeed without that participation.  Consequently, you should read the assigned materials on the assigned days and come to class ready to interact in discussion or activity.  I also encourage you to participate in your class grade throughout the semester by keeping track of grades and making appointments with me if you are concerned.

Late work:  Because your assignments are primarily speeches, late work is practically impossible.  Late speeches take away class time, thus inconveniencing the instructor and the entire class.  Unless you have to miss a speech day for an emergency or serious illness, you will not be allowed to make up speeches and will be granted a zero for the assignment.  If an emergency arises or you have a serious illness, you need to be in touch with me as soon as possible and be prepared to present documentation.  

Attendance:  I expect you to be in class everyday and on time.  Absences will affect your participation and quiz grades.  It is your responsibility to find out what happened on all missed days.  Any assignments will be due on the due date at the beginning of class regardless of your absence (unless we have reached an agreement).  

Grievance procedure:  If you are dissatisfied with a grade (after carefully reading instructor comments), you will need to submit a typed argument explaining why you disagree with the grade.  The paper should specifically mention why you disagree with the grade and use support (textbook, class notes, etc.) where appropriate.  This paper will need to be given to me within one week after receiving the grade.  I will then read the argument and respond either in writing, via email, or in a meeting.  Please note:  I will not discuss individual grades in the classroom.

Civility Statement
Students can expect the instructor to be concerned for the educational experience of each student in the class, respectful of individual differences, encouraging of creativity, knowledgeable of and enthusiastic about the course material, prepared for class, reasonably open and accessible to discuss material and assignments, thorough and prompt in evaluating assignments, and rigorous yet supportive in maintaining high standards for performance. 
Students in this course are expected to work, individually and together, to create an atmosphere that is safe, valuing of one another, and open to diverse perspectives. Sleeping, reading materials irrelevant to the class, texting or other disruptive behavior violates these expectations and will not be tolerated. Students are expected to show courtesy, civility, and respect for one another and for the instructor. Comments that degrade or ridicule another, whether based on individual or cultural differences, are not acceptable.   (Adapted from the University of South Dakota).
Computer proficiency:  Students enrolled in this course must have Internet access available to them, including email, web access, and eCourseware, and have the basic knowledge needed to efficiently use these Internet technologies.  All course assignments will be posted on eCourseware.  You will be responsible for retrieving documents (syllabus, assignment write-ups, readings, etc.) from eCourseware.  Please become familiar with Canvas early in the semester so that you know where to find the necessary information.  Problems with computers or printers do not excuse you from meeting deadlines.  Please note that failures of technology (e.g., “my computer crashed,” “the file won’t open,” “the lab printer was broken,” etc.) will not lead to an extension of the deadline.  Please do all that you can (by backing up files, giving yourself plenty of time to print, having back-up plans, etc.) to prevent these problems.  

Academic Honesty: The Office of Student Accountability defines the following on the linked website:
Plagiarism - "The adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, statements, images, or works of another person as one’s own without proper attribution."
Cheating - "Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or aids in any academic exercise or test/examination. The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for credit or hours."
Fabrication - "Unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise."

Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited. Students guilty of academic misconduct, either directly or indirectly, through participation or assistance, are immediately responsible to the instructor of the class in addition to other possible disciplinary sanctions, which may be imposed through the regular institutional disciplinary procedures.

An instructor who believes a student has committed an act of academic misconduct shall notify the student in writing of the basis for the belief and allow the student five (5) business days to respond to the allegation. The student shall respond to the allegation by scheduling a meeting with the instructor to discuss the matter. After meeting with the student to review the alleged misconduct, the instructor has two options: (a) they may make a decision regarding appropriate action, or (b) they may refer the matter to the Academic Integrity Committee. (University of Memphis Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, page 19-20)

The following penalties will be assessed for instances of plagiarism and academic dishonesty:
· Minor/incremental/unintentional plagiarism: 
· First offense—one letter grade penalty.  
· Second offense—fail assignment. 
· Third offense—fail course. 
· Major plagiarism (defined as plagiarizing an entire speech or major portions of a speech):                                                  
· First offense—fail assignment.  
· Second offense—fail course.   

All instances of plagiarism other than a first minor offense will be reported to the Department Course Coordinator.  All instances of major plagiarism will be referred to the University Academic Integrity Committee.  

Your written work may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar electronic detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources. As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your written work, or be given other instructions to follow. By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may undergo this review process and that the assignment may be included as a source document in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. Any assignment not submitted according to the procedures given by the instructor may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.” (Office of Legal Counsel, October 17, 2005)

Support for Writing and Speaking
The Center for Writing and Communication offers assistance in speech development, outlining and practice for all students enrolled in COMM 2381. It is located on the ground floor of the main campus library.  An appointment to meet with a tutor can be made at http://www.memphis.edu/cwc/about/how_to.php

Disabilities
Students with disabilities are encouraged to speak with me privately about academic and classroom accommodations. It is strongly encouraged that you register with Disability Resources for Students (DRS) to determine appropriate academic accommodations. DRS is located at 110 Wilder Tower, by phone at 901-678-2880 and via email at drs@memphis.edu. DRS coordinates all accommodations for students with disabilities. DRS also offers volunteer opportunities for students who provide copies of notes to students who have that as an approved accommodation. Scholarship, community service and volunteer hours can be validated by this service by DRS. 

Stress Management
The Relaxation Zone services are FREE to enrolled UofM students. No appointment is necessary; Drop by anytime. The Relaxation Zone located in Brister Hall 302 is open Monday - Friday between 9:00 am - 4:00 pm for the Fall and Spring and 10:00 am - 3:00 pm in the Summer.

Tiger Pantry
The Tiger Pantry is a choice pantry open to current University of Memphis students. The pantry generally carries non-perishable food items, basic toiletries, and basic household items.  To access the pantry or to learn more visit Office of the Dean of Students' Student Outreach and Support services in University Center, Room 359 from Mondays through Fridays between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. 

Majoring/Minoring in Communication Studies at the U of M
Employers are looking for graduates who can "think critically, communicate clearly, and solve complex problems" (Hart Research Associates, 2013). And these are exactly the skills we teach our students—not only in Oral Communication but also in our major and minor. The Department of Communication & Film at the UofM offers the undergraduate major in Communication with two concentrations—Communication Studies and Film & Video Production. 
· Communication Studies offers students a broad education spanning interpersonal, public, and mediated communication practices, preparing students for a range of careers. 
· Recent Communication Studies alumni work in account management, corporate communications, development and fundraising, human resources, marketing and events planning, non-profit management, and social media, among other fields. 
· Film & Video Production offers students the skills and knowledge necessary for employment in the film and video production industry or as an independent filmmaker. Film & Video alumni work in television stations, film and video production companies, and other organizations in Memphis, the Mid-South, and across the country. 

We also offer a minor in Communication, requiring a total of 18 credits in COMM (2381 counts toward the minor), at least 9 of which must be upper-division. Learn more about majoring or minoring in Communication at memphis.edu/communication

Tentative Daily Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	T, Jan 21
	Introduction to course
	King speech (eCourseware)

	Th, Jan 23
	Introduction to public speaking and civil/human rights
	Chap. 1
Declaration of Human Rights (eCourseware)

	T, Jan 28
	Confidence and giving your first speech
	Chap. 2, 3

	Th, Jan 30
	Ethics and adapting to your audience
	Chap. 4, 5

	T, Feb 4
	Introductory speeches
	

	Th, Feb 6
	Selecting a topic/Informative speaking
	Chap. 6, 13

	T, Feb 11
	Research
Informative speech topics due
	Chap. 7

	Th, Feb 13
	Supporting your ideas
	Chap. 8

	T, Feb 18
	Organizing speeches 
	Chap. 9

	Th, Feb 20
	Workshop
Informative outline drafts due
	Bring outline draft—2 copies

	T, Feb 25
	Informative speeches
	

	Th, Feb 27
	Attending Natchez Literary & Cinema Celebration as speaker
	No class meeting.  Day 1 speakers—do self eval.  Days 2 and 3 speakers—do speech prep and CWC visits.

	T, Mar 3
	Informative speeches
	

	Th, Mar 5
	Informative speeches
	

	T, Mar 10
	Spring Break
	No class.  No assignments.  Relax!

	Th, Mar 12
	Spring Break  
	No class.  No assignments.  Relax!

	T, Mar 17
	Speaking to persuade 
Informative self-evaluations due
	Chap. 14

	Th, Mar 19
	Building arguments
Persuasive speech topics due
	Chap. 15

	T, Mar 24
	Arguments, continued
	

	Th, Mar 26
	Delivery
	Chap. 12

	T, Mar 31
	Workshop
Persuasive outline drafts due
	Bring outline draft—2 copies

	Th, Apr 2
	Attending Southern States Communication Association as organizer and presenter
	No class meeting.  Continue with speech prep and CWC visits.

	T, Apr 7
	Persuasive speeches
	

	Th, Apr 9
	Persuasive speeches
	

	T, Apr 14
	Persuasive speeches 
	

	Th, Apr 16
	Ceremonial speaking 
Persuasive self-evaluations due
	Chap. 16

	T, Apr 21
	Language
Tribute speech topics due
	Chap. 11

	Th, Apr 23
	Visual aids
	Chap. 10

	T, Apr 28
	Tribute speeches
	

	Th, May 7
	Tribute speeches
	Final exam period:  10:30-12:30
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