

COMM 6341 – INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION

This course will introduce you to the theory and practice of interpersonal or relational communication.  We will approach all theories by “checking” them in relation to our own personal and diverse life experiences.  We will consider, too, some of the philosophical underpinnings of our own thought processes as well as what may be driving some of the formal theories examined in class.  Ultimately, this course is rooted in compassionate concern for the health of our own relationships with others, and by extension, our concern for the human community in general.  

Schedule of Class Meetings

T
7/12
Orientation to the course

W
7/13
Theorizing from experience

R
7/14
Interpersonal communication theory

M
7/18
The relational self: Relationship and personal identity





T
7/19
Relational culture

W
7/20
Relational culture, cont’d.

R
7/21
From theory and practice to philosophy


Essay #1 DUE



M
7/25
Introduction to Personalism



T
7/26
Personalism, cont’d.

W
7/27
Other philosophical orientations

R
7/28
Philosophical approaches, cont’d.




M
8/1
Relationship and personal identity






T
8/2
Intimacy and friendship 

W
8/3
Change and development of relationships 

R
8/4
Deterioration of relationships 



Essay #2 DUE
M
8/8
Managing conflict



T
8/9 
Nonverbal communication

W
8/10
Society, reconsidered





Exam DUE
R
8/11
Final discussion

COMM 6341 – COURSE POLICIES

Grading Policy:  A = 90-100 / B = 80-89 / C = 70-79 / D = 60-69 / F = below 60

Attendance:  Required.  Beyond 2 absences will substantially lower your grade (each unexcused 

absence:  -5 points).  Attendance, however, is not participation, so aim to really be here.

In-Class Communication:  Because we will be talking about “personal” matters, relationships 

and experiences in class, we need to be respectful of the need and desire for others to express themselves however they feel comfortable, which means keeping our interruptions to a bare minimum, maintaining respectful silence for thoughtful listening, and keeping all cell phones off during class meeting times.

COMM 6341 – GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

1.  Class Participation = 30 %.   Active, vocal, intelligent, creative thought and input 

during class meetings.

2.  Essay #1 = 20%.  Personal Style:  Typed, double-spaced, 3-4 pages.   Discuss your personal 

communication behavior, habits, perspectives and general approach to relating to others in relation to the primary influences on your “style” derived from the family or relational environment in which you were raised.  In other words, consider how you communicate today in relation to how others have related to you since birth.

3.  Essay #2 = 30%.   Theory:  Typed, double-spaced, 5-7 pages.  Develop and discuss a 

working philosophy of interpersonal communication based on your integrative understanding of 2-3 theories that you consider best offer substantial explanations of communicating in relationships.  Feel free to use personal experience as examples to illustrate and support your viewpoint.

4.  Exam = 20%.  Take Home Exam:  Typed, single-spaced responses to all questions. 


