Communication Research Methods
COMM 3330

Course Description: Examination and application of qualitative and quantitat
research. Three hours of lecture, one hour of laboratory per week. PREREQUISI
and COMM 2101.

This course is an introduction to qualitative and quantitative
human communication. Students will learn to read and critique
research proposal is the culminating project.

e Be able to describe and distinguish be
identify methods of each type.
e Understand the various paradi i al assumptions of qualitative and
guantitative research.
e Be able to read and critically eva
e Be able to develop communicatio
methods for add
proposal.

and/or hypotheses, identify
heses, and develop a formal research



Assignments:
e Chapter Knowledge Checks-This course is reading intensive, so | will check for your
knowledge and understanding after each reading assignment each week. These

knowledge checks will ask you questions from the Merrigan & Huston text. T
knowledge checks or quizzes are worth 400 points (16 @ 25 points each)

e Discussion Board Posts- Discussions will be related to your research pr
be required to submit an original response and comment on at least
classmates’ responses. Discussion board participation will be wo
(10@20points each).

e Draft of Introduction and literature review- This is considered the first s
research proposal. It is worth 100 points.

¢ Draft of Research Problem and Hypotheses- These p

points.
e Draft of Problems/Limitations- In this p
problems you think you may encounte
points.
e Final Proposal- This is the final

Quizzes= 400 points

Discussions= 200 points
Lit Review=100 points
Research Problem
Study Design/Metho
Problems/Limitations=5
Final Draft of Proposal=100
Total poi ible in course=

points.
Final grades w e following grading scale:
A+=95-100

Assignment Submissions: All assignments should be submitted to the Dropbox in the
university’s eCourseware system. Documents must be submitted in Microsoft Word format (i.e.
.doc or .docx file). Assignments cannot be submitted via email.



Late Assignments: Due dates for assignments and quizzes/exams have been established and
are listed in the syllabus and eCourseware. Should these dates change, students will receive
notification. Requests for extensions must be made at least 72 hours before the due

are using for this class and only this class. Please consult me before “recy
other classes.

misconduct, the instructor has two o ake a decision regarding appropriate
action, or (b) they may refer the matt ategrity Committee. (University of

Memphis Code of Student Rights and Re -18)
Your written work may b a similar electronic detection method,
for an evaluation of the r use and attribution of sources. As

it electronic as well as hard copies of your
w. By taking this course, you agree that all

MAny assignment not submitted according to the
be penalized or may not be accepted at all.” (Office of

procedures give
Counsel, O

arning disabilities, and head injuries) are encouraged to notify their
ondition within the first two weeks of the semester. The college and your
e reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities.
bility must be documented by the office of Student Disability Services in order
accommodation.

instructor will
An i
to



Weekly Course Schedule

Week 10:

Week Merrigan & Huston Kumar Writing Assignments
Week 1: | Ch. 1 “Introduction to the Field | Ch. 2: Overview of
of Communication” Research Process
Week 2: | Ch. 2 “Three Paradigms” Ch. 3: Review of
Ch. 3 “Ethics and Research” Literature
Week 3: | Ch 4 “Arguments and Causality” | Ch. 4: Formulating a
Ch. 5 “Quant. Social Science research problem
Research”
Week 4: | Ch. 6 “Experimental Research” | Ch. 5: Identi
Variables
Week 5: | Ch. 7 “Survey Research” Literature
Ch. 8 “Content Analysis”
Week 6: | Ch. 9 “Quantitative Data”
Week 7: | Ch. 10 “Conversation Analysis” Draft of Research
Ch. 11 “Multiple Realiti Question &
Hypothesis Due
Week 8: Ch. 12 “Interviews and Foc
Groups”
Week 9: | Ch. 13 “Ethno Draft of Study
Design/Methodology
. 12: Sampling Due

Ch 13: How to Write a
Research Proposal

Week 11:

NONE

Draft of Problems &
Limitations Due

Revise drafts and work on final draft
Schedule personal conferences

Personal Conferences & Continue Writing

Final Proposal Due.

End of semester

RESEARCH PROPOSAL PROJECT



The final project in this course is a research proposal; i.e., a proposal for a communication

research project you would like to undertake. A research proposal includes an introduction, a
review of literature, a rationale for your study, research questions or hypotheses, a proposed
methods section, and a conclusion. To excel on this project requires a great deal of w,

possible. A sample undergraduate communication research proposal can
eCourseware under Content—> Course Documents.

Citation and formatting for these assignments are to be done in APA style. See
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.

General advice and guidelines on writing for communication stu

Communication & Mass Media Complete datak i i range of

Communication Arena (publisher of N ion Association and regional
communication journals, as well as oth ation journals):
http://www.communicationarena.com/j

International Communi





