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Introduction 

If we learn best by doing it for ourselves, then we can best learn 

about discussion through doing it for ourselves. Thus, this course will 

evolve as a continual discussion. Certainly we will discuss the nature of 

discussion itself, but our discussions, to be most fruitful for learning, will 

have to revolve around other topics as well. Therefore, this is a course m 

which you will be engaged in many discussions. 

But we will not stop there, for we will venture beyond the 

phenomenon of discussion in order to explore a deeper form of 

communication: dialogue. Hence the altered name of the course: 

Discussion To Dialogue. We will begin with discussion but then move to the 

study and practice of dialogue. Although everyone will be required to 

participate as speakers in this course, we will also stress the importance of 

listening to complete the communication circuit. There will be a lot of 

talking in here, but for communication to occur there will need to be a lot 

of listening as well. 

We will not strive to learn only about communication but more 

importantly you will be challenged to learn more about your self and your 

life as a communicating being. In other words, we are not going to engage 

in discussions and dialogues just for the sake of learning course material; 

there must be higher and more significant goals for mastering this 

material. We will push to recognize and realize such goals. 

Attendance Policy 

Because the learning component of this course is steeped in active 

participation, your attendance--your live presence--will be essential. This 

policy will be seriously adhered to. You will be allowed 3 unexecused 

absences before each subsequent absence begins to whittle away 5 points 

from your final course grade. Be careful and strategic about when you 

miss classes in this particular course. 
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