
COMM 6850: FILM HISTORY I 

Text: David Cook: A History of Narrative Film, Third edition 

The grade for this course will be determined in the following manner: 

Undergrads 

First Quiz 25 

Final Quiz 25 

First Essay 25(min. 6 pages) 

Second Essay 25 (min. 5 pages) 

Graduates( 6850) 

First Quiz 

Second Quiz 

First Essay (min. 7 pages) 

Second Essay (min. 7 pages 

Final Essay (min. 7 pages) 

10% 

10% 

25% 

25% 

30% 

Attached is a listing of essay questions and the day each is due. For their first essay 

assignment, undergraduates will write on either topic A, B. or C. For their second essay 

undergrads will write on either topic D or on the final essay assignment, which will deal 

primarily with the work of Jean Renoir and Orson Welles, and will be discussed in detail 

on NOVEMBER 8. Graduate students enrolled in COMM 6850 are required to write on 

Topic A. They may choose from Topic B, C, or D for their second essay. (Graduate 

students will also be required to write the final essay.) 

Note: Those undergraduates who are concerned about receiving an essay grade before 

the October DROP deadline are advised to write on topic A. Again, ALL undergrad 

students must write on one of the first three topics. 

All essays must be typewritten, double spaced, and carefully proofread. Corrected typos 

and spelling errors are acceptable. In addition to being historically accurate and 

grammatically correct, an A paper will present its arguments in a persuasive manner and 

with a strong sense of style. This is a senior level course; it is assumed that at this stage 

of your college career you understand what constitutes plagiarism. It is a serious 

academic offense that can result in an F and expulsion from the university, so do not be 

sloppy about attribution of sources. 
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While missing class will not be held against the student per se (although new university 

regulations require me to report chronic absenteeism), he/she will be held responsible for 

knowledge of all classroom activities, including all films screened in class, regardless of 

the reason for absence. There are no extra screenings for students who miss class. Late 

essay submissions will suffer grade penalties, 

Films, assignments, and exam dates as listed on this schedule are subject to change. It is, 

of course, the student's responsibility to be aware of any changes that are announced in 

class, even if they are absent the day the changes are announced. Drinking and eating are 

prohibited in this screening facility. Talking during the screenings is rude, boorish 

behavior. As a class none of us will tolerate it. 

Reading and Film Schedule 

8/30 Course Introduction; MUYBRIDGE; EDISON; LUMIERE PREMIERE 

PROGRAM; TRIP TO THE MOON 

9/06 Reading Due: Preface, pgs 1-87; ;, THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY 

LIFE OF AN AMERICAN FIREMAN; ENOCH ARDEN; MUSKETEERS OF 

PIG ALLEY, THE GIRL AND HER TRUST; Intro to BIRTH OF A NATION 

9/13 THE BIRTH OF A NATION Reading due: 88-101 

9/20 Reading Due: 102-129; Discussion &Video Excerpts: Nation, Intolerance and 

Lillian Gish excerpts; Screen THE CABINEf OF DR. CALIGARI 

9/27 excerpts from METROPOLIS; NOSFERATU; screen THE LAST LAUGH 

10/04 ESSAY A DUE; Reading Due: 130 -195; FILM GRAPHICS: ABSTRACT 

ASPECTS OF EDITING; THE DIVING SEQUENCE FROM OLYMPIAD; 

video excerpts from End of St. Petersburg; THE BATTLESHIP POTEMKIN 

Inventory for first quiz 

10/11 **********First Quiz******** CHAPLIN SHORT; Unknown Chaplin excerpt; 

THE GOLD RUSH 

10/18 Reading Due: p196-214; SHERLOCK JR. excerpts, ONE WEEK; COPS; 

THE GENERAL 
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