COMM 6850: FILM HISTORY I

Text: David Cook: A History of Narrative Film, Third edition

The grade for this course will be determined in the following manner:

Undergrads Graduates(6850)
First Quiz 25 First Quiz
Final Quiz 25 Second Quiz
First Essay 25(min. 6 pages)
Second Essay 25 (min. 5 pages)

Attached is a listing of essay que is due. For their first essay
assignment, undergraduates will w i 4 B. or C. For their second essay

undergrads will write on either topi

Topic A. They may ch i r their second essay. (Graduate
essay.)

ffense that can result in an F and expulsion from the university, so do not be
sloppy about attribution of sources.




While missing class will not be held against the student per se (although new university
regulations require me to report chronic absenteeism), he/she will be held responsible for
knowledge of all classroom activities, including all films screened in class, regardless of
the reason for absence. There are no extra screenings for students who miss class. Late
essay submissions will suffer grade penalties,

Films, assignments, and exam dates as listed on this schedule are subject to
of course, the student's responsibility to be aware of any changes that are
class, even if they are absent the day the changes are announced. Drinkin
prohibited in this screening facility. Talking during the screenings is rude, b
behavior. As a class none of us will tolerate it.

Reading and Film Schedule

8/30  Course Introduction; MUY BRIDGE; ED
PROGRAM; TRIP TO THE MOON

RAIN ROBBERY
ARDEN; MUSKETEERS OF
ntro to BIRTH OF A NATION

9/06 Reading Due: Preface, pgs 1-87; 3,
LIFE OF AN AMERIC

9/13 THEBIRTHO
9/20  Reading Due: Video Excerpts: Nation, Intolerance and
INET OF DR. CALIGARI

9/27 NOSFERATU; screen THE LAST LAUGH

10/04 Due: 130 -195; FILM GRAPHICS: ABSTRACT
EDITING; THE DIVING SEQUENCE FROM OLYMPIAD;

ts from End of St. Petersburg; THE BATTLESHIP POTEMKIN

Reading Due: p196-214; SHERLOCK JR. excerpts, ONE WEEK; COPS;
THE GENERAL




10/25 Reading due: 215-238; SUNRISE ; excerpts from THE WIND; THE CROWD;
GREED; THIEF OF BAGHDAD

11/01 Reading Due: 239-273; ; M; video excerpts from SINGING IN THE RAIN;
MODERN TIMES; KING KONG; ESSAY B DUE

11/08 Reading Due: p274--391; directors of the 30's; SELECTED VIDE
EXCERPTS; Berkeley/Astaire/Renoir intro ; Final Take home e
Screen LE GRANDE ILLUSION

11/15 ESSAYs C and D DUE Discussion of Le Grande Illusion ;screen R
THE GAME

11/22  UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY: ]

inventory for final quiz

12/13 Final Exam period 1-3 P.
QUIZ*

AL ESSAY DUE; ****FINAL

an the ones listed in this syllabus see me at
1 for your paper. This proposal should

NSTEAD of essays A, B, or C, that paper wﬂl be due on November
is paper to substitute for the second essay assignment, it will be due

B- 80-83, etc




FILM HISTORY I  ESSAY QUESTION "A"

THE BIRTH OF A NATION: It has been said that with this film the motion
picture truly came of age.......... bath for good and for evil. Discuss
revolutionary importance of this film in terms of: a) motion pict
art form: b) motion pictures as a social force; ¢} motion pictur

indusiry.

In formulating and organizing your essay, you'll be expected t
material covered during class lectures/discussion and material ca
~your text. In addition, you'll be expected to do sgme outside readin
from the books on reserve or from other sour
research.

) ay choose

3V of your essay. For instance,
wnsidered controversial at the
nt film, THE PARADE'S GONE

done through formal endnotes o
simply 1o give credit to yougesource
“As Cook points out, Port
time.” (p345). Or: "Inhi
BY, Kevin Brownlow points
attributed to Gri
(p213} Reme i equires that you credit the

source. Remem i result in expulsion from the

university.

organize your resaurces into a coherent,
ated paper. An exceptional essay (ak.a: one
") will also incorporate added insights and

ote that books have been placed on 24 hour reserve - SO iff you wait
e last minute” you may well find they are all checked out - this is no
se for a late paper! (Remember: late submissions will receive lower
grades!) Also, please return reserve books to the library on time - hoarding
books for two or more days is not just expensive - it is boorish, selfish,
irresponsible. and anti-social behavior that hurts vour fellow students.




ADDITIONAL ESSAY QUESTIONS

ESSAY "B"....

During the 1920's the Soviet and German cinemas developed i
influential but distinctly different directions. Explain how
social, cultural, scientific, and artistic climates in each cou
film form and content - and illustrate your answer with de
specific films seen in class.(Note: "Detailed accounts™ does got
plot summaries.)

ESSAY “C'....e |
Based on the films seen in ciass, compz

ESSAY D

a teghnically brilliant but trivial
can corrupt even a film maker of
"the crowning achievement of the
veals the same thematic and stylistic






